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The Foreign Missionary 


By EGBERT W. SMITH* 


The Missionary’s Quality 


[| AM OFTEN AMUSED AT A REMARK WE ARE ALMOST 
certain to hear when some promising young man or 

oung woman enters the foreign-mission service. 
“Oh, what a pity that such a gifted young person 
should bury himself in a heathen land!” Yet this 
oft-heard lamentation is correct in two particulars. 

“Such a gifted young person.” That is true. For- 
eign missionaries are gifted above the average. Says 
Professor Latourette of Yale University, a trained 
historian, “On the average missionaries have been, 
in education and native ability, superior to the gen- 
eral run of their colleagues in similar professions 
at home—ministers, teachers, physicians, nurses.” 
It is far harder to enter our foreign-mission service 
than to enter West Point or Annapolis. The foreign- 
mission standards are higher. The examinations— 
physical, mental, moral, social, spiritual—are far 
more searching and comprehensive. More than half 
of all foreign-mission applicants we are compelled 
to turn down because in some one or more respects 
they do not measure up. A visitor in a conference 
of missionaries, noticing how many of them wore 
the same ornament on their watch chains, inquired 
if it was a badge of their missionary calling. They 
were Phi Beta Kappa keys, the mark of superior 
mentality and scholarship. 

It is also true that missionaries “bury themselves 
in heathen lands.” Bury is the right word. Said our 
Saviour, “Except a grain of wheat fall into the earth 
and die, it abideth by itself alone; but if it die, it 
beareth much fruit.” Before the fruit can come, the 
seed must be buried. Or take another Scripture 
figure. The Son of God is building His Kingdom 
in this world. In every building certain stones must 
be buried, and they the most important of all, the 
foundation stones. What our Saviour most needs is 
not men and women to star in the social, commer- 
cial, literary, or ecclesiastical firmament. What He 
wants is men and women who will turn their backs 
on what the world calls success—on publicity, ap- 
plause, fame, wealth, human appreciation—and will 
lay their lives down, deep down, lives buried, hidden 
with Christ in God, on which He may build a new 
China, a new Africa, a new world. 





“Rev. Egbert W. Smith, D.D., is Field Secretary of the Foreign 
Mission Committee. 


The Missionary’s Achievement 


To those who pity the poor missionary for his 
buried life in heathen lands, a surprise is due. When 
inquiry is made to determine who has wrought the 
greatest work of the last hundred years, the cen- 
tury’s greatest statesmen, scientists, soldiers, philan- 
thropists, philosophers, financiers, come forward. 
But they are passed by, and the crown of achieve- 
ment is placed on the head of the humble mission- 
ary. None can equal what he and his fellows have 
accomplished in the last five score years. Scattering 
themselves on every continent and nearly every 
group of islands, from arctic cold to tropic heat, 
they have given a written form to more languages 
than have ever before been reduced to writing in all 
the history of the race, the reducing of a people’s 
language to writing being the necessary foundation 
for all educational development. They have 
preached the gospel in more tongues than were ever 
before used to carry a message. They have trans- 
lated the Bible, in whole or in part, into more lan- 
guages than any book was ever before put since 
books were known. They have circulated it by mil- 
lions of copies. “They have been the schoolmasters 
of whole races and nations.” They have introduced 
modern medicine to more peoples than have ever 
before known medical practice. Opium, prostitu- 
tion, poverty, famine, superstitution, poor labor 
conditions, polygamy, low concepts of life, and a 
hundred other foes of human life and character, 
they have fought with a courage and energy un- 
paralleled. Whole peoples they have lifted to new 
paths. Through them millions have found a new life 
with God, and Christian communities by the thou- 
sand have been established which are extending in 
ever-widening circles the Christian message, and are 
leavening to an amazing degree the whole non- 
Christian world with the spirit and teachings of 
Christ. 


The Missionary’s Motive 

The cord that draws a young man or woman 
away from home and loved ones and congenial 
companionships, away from the conveniences, com- 
forts, refinements of our Western civilization, to 
spend the whole of life in an alien clime and among 
strange peoples, must be a strong cord. It is woven 
of many strands. 

There is the motive of obedience to our Lord’s 
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The Message of the Christian Religion 
for a Distraught World 


By H. KERR TAYLOR* 


I. OUR DISTRAUGHT WORLD 


“THERE IS GENERAL ARGEEMENT THAT THE WORLD IS 
in a critical situation. A generation ago things were 
different. There seemed to be a steady trend towards 
democracy and progress. The most powerful nations 
were democratic in theory if not altogether in prac- 
tice. The backward nations—Russia, Turkey, Persia, 
and China—were moving towards parliaments and 
reforms after long periods of misgovernment. There 
were signs and predictions of trouble, but also a 
prevailing hope that this might be avoided. Monsieur 
Coué taught people to say: ‘Every day in every way 
I am getting better and better,’ and many thought 
this true of the world as a whole. 

“Then came the World War, entered into with 
enthusiasm by Americans to make the world safe 
for democracy. The Allies won, dictated terms of 
peace, and set up the League of Nations to create 
a new era in international relations. There seemed 
to be real reason for optimism. 

“But as far as democracy was concerned a number 
of things went wrong. In Russia there arose a 
dictatorship of the proletariat; in Italy a dictatorship 
of facism; in Turkey and Persia dictatorships of 
military leaders. One country after another went 
into a financial tailspin, and finally even the United 
States, the wealthy creditor nation of the world, 
crashed into the depression that affected all of 
Europe. Germany followed other nations into 
dictatorship. 

“The net result is that democracy is at a 
discount.”’1 ; 

Asia and Africa are in convulsion. Japan has 
undertaken in China the most colossal invasion since 
the days of Genghis Khan. India is restless under 
British rule. In Africa the black man is being ex- 
ploited by Europeans. 

I am writing this paper on a boat sailing down 
the west coast of Africa from Europe to the Congo. 
On board are Belgians, French, Russians, Germans, 
Italians, and Americans. On the European con- 





*Rev. H. Kerr Taylor, D.D., is Educational Secretary of the 
Foreign Mission Committee, Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
_1T. H. P. Sailer in, “Needed, Christian World Citizens,” Mis- 
sionary Education Movement, New York, price 15¢. Order from 
Presbyterian Committee of Publication, Richmond, Va. 
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tinent, as I write, things are in a precarious way, 
and daily conferences of premiers, cabinets, and 
parliaments are being held. A most interesting sight 
each day is to see this diverse group of passengers 
assemble at an appointed time to hear the news 
which comes over the radio. Faces are strained and 
anxious, and every word that comes in is weighed 
with concern. Everyone realizes the grim possibili- 
ties of the hour. Certainly ours is a distraught 
world. 

A sense of economic insecurity, too, grips the 
masses of mankind. In our own land, with its 
opulence and great wealth of natural resources, we 
too have keenly felt it. In other less favored lands 
this insecurity of life falls on their populations 
like a great shadow. Men are coming to distrust the 
economic arrangements by which their lives have 
for decades been conditioned. 

Life on every side has become secular. The world 
is very much with us. Men are interested in cars, 
in cash registers, profits, and the teasing of their 
imaginations by the millions of little celluloid plates 
through which their world passes nightly before 
their eyes. 

Religion, too, has felt the effect of the spirit of 
our times. In a world that is so complex and inter- 
dependent there arise questions of responsibility and 
commitment that men of a generation ago did not 
know. Preaching now often becomes different. 
Many people cease to give time to religious things. 
Churches are empty and the Sabbath becomes a 
holiday. God and religion are crowded out. 

Conduct shows the same influence. Accepted and 
time-honored rules for upright and successful life 
now come under question. Homes are broken, and 
child training, as for instance formerly on Sabbath 
afternoons, is often a thing of the past. Business runs 
by selfish rules; men go out to get all they can, 
however they can, with little thought of brother- 
hood. 

The problem of religious liberty is rapidly becom- 
ing a burning issue in many lands. One need only 
to think of Russia, Germany, Turkey, Spain, Korea, 
and Japan. 

Wholly authoritarian schemes of political control 
are in vogue, as in the dictator countries, and human 
rights and even opinions are restrained. 
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The Madras Conference 


By H. KERR TAYLOR* 





This is part of the campus of the Madras Christian College, showing some of the delegates to the International 
Missionary Council 


THIS IS THE ENLARGED MEETING OF THE INTERNA- 
tional Missionary Council. As is generally known, 
this council codrdinates the Protestant missionary 
work of the world. Similar conferences were held 
in Edinburgh, 1910 and in Jerusalem, 1928. 

The meeting is being held in the spacious new 
buildings of the Madras Christian College, a union 
missionary institution. As there are something under 
500 delegates in attendance, and as the college has 
a student body of 750, the facilities are ample. The 
buildings are very like those of a college in lower 
Florida or in the West Indies. As the campus is 
sixteen miles from the thickly populated section of 
Madras, we are quite removed from the city’s dust 
and noise, and are able to give our time uninter- 
ruptedly to the work of the conference; a modern 
electric railway connects the campus with the city. 

Of course the man, among many others, who is 
behind this conference, is Dr. John R. Mott. Dr. 
Mott is known all over the Christian world, and in 
spite of his more than three score years and ten, is 





* . . . 
: Rev. H. Kerr Taylor, D.D., is Educational Secretary of the 
—— Committee of Foreign Missions. He was a delegate to 
¢ Madras Conference held December 12-30, 1938. 
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vigorous and commanding in his leadership. In his 
opening address, Dr. Mott stated that in his life and 
time of travel he had visited, once or more, and 
had been the guest of nearly every one of the 
seventy nations and areas represented at the con- 
ference. Other speakers and leaders present are 
Dr. William Paton of London, Dr. E. Stanley Jones 
of India, Dr. T. Z. Koo of China, Dr. Paul Harrison 
of Arabia, Rev. C. F. Andrews and Bishop V. S. 
Azariah (Dornakal) of India, Dr. T. Kagawa of 
Japan, Dr. Henri Anet of Belgium, and Prof. Martin 
Schlunk of Germany. 

The most outstanding feature of the conference 
and the one that gives the meeting its greatest value, 
is the very wide representation from different parts 
of the world that its personnel provides. More than 
half of the delegates are from the younger, or mis- 
sion field, churches. Of course Great Britain, the 
United States, Canada and Australia are well rep- 
resented, but the conference is providing the rare 
privilege for men and women who love the Lord 
Jesus from every land under heaven to sit together 
and consult on the vital problems affecting the 
faith and the life of our modern world. 

One goes into the dining hall and finds himself 













































































AGENCIES OF CHURCH P S , 
THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
Published monthly under the authority of the General Assembly by the agencies 
a. &. C. Scort, D. D.. of the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
Stated Clerk and Treasurer 
1240 Liberty Bank BI'dg., PRESBYTERIAN BuiLpinc, Box 1176, RICHMOND, VA. 
Dallas, Texas. ‘ 
Mrs. H. J. Wituiams, Assistant Editor 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF : ° ‘ 
FOREIGN MISSIONS Rev. Joun L. Fairty, D. D., Editor in Chief 
113 16th Ave., So. 
Box 330, Nashville, Tenn. 
Rev. C. Darsy Futon, D. D., DEPARTMENT EDITORS 
Executive Secretary. 3 ue 
mov. Mans Wi: Sere: BD. Rev. H. Kerr Taytor, D. D., Foreign Missions 
Field Secretary. Rev. Craupe H. Prircuarp, D. D., Home Missions 
Rev. Jas. O. Reavis, D. D., Rev. H. H. Sweets, D. D., Christian Education and Ministerial Relief 
Field Secretary. Rev. Joun L. Fairty, D. D., Religious Education and Publication 
Rev. B. Hues Faven. D. D.. Miss Janie W. McGaucuey, Woman’s Work 
Educational Secretary. ‘ 
Cua ees, See Rev. B. K. Tenney, D. D., Stewardship 
J y >. N, 4 . ‘6 
Rev. E. B. Paistey, D. D., Assembly’s Training School 
ae Lan for aa Sees 2 Roce a or awe oe oe Per Year. 
_ . ntered as second-class matter at Richmond, Virginia, under the Act of March 3, 
<ecurr Sa. OF 1877. Acceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in Section 1103, 
573 W. Peachtree St., N. E., Atlanta, Ga. Act of October 3, 1917, authorized on July 5, 1918. 
Rev. Homer McMI tay, D. D., 7 T 
Executive Secretary. VoL. 29, No. 4+ APRIL 1939 
Rev. CLAUDE H. PritcuarpD, D. D., 
Educational Secretary. «& 
A. N. SHarp, Treasurer. C O N 74 E N T S ; 
COO Sik nks ak cueieaaevdedads4seenensindineae ia ee 145 
EXECUTIVE SuTree of Impressions of Madras. Edward D, Grant..................eeeeeeeees 147 
AND PUBLICATION The Lighter Side of the Madras Conference SPE a ephedra eA cena 151 : 
Presbyterian Building, 6-8 N. Sixth St., Dr. Jonn KR. Mote Re-elected Chairmiatt........0:50.50..0000 05 cvecnneveceses 152 4 
Box 1176, Richmond, Va. NE I p68 dete bre nal a Points Ponts mans ohana aetieenenee 153 a 
Dr. Epwarp D. GRanT, eran Women. 0. Bar PN, ids ocak cise tee sen cen cis oveseveos 154 ; 
Executive Secretary. ; ry 2 : sith be 
The Assembly’s Training School and the Woman’s Auxiliary. Pe 
Rev. Joun L. Fairy, D. D., E. B. Pai 
Editor in Chief. . B. Paisley ... ween e ete eee eceeeeeneeeeeneseeeneeeeeeeeceneeees 156 
Westers Branch: Tenackana, Tex. The Backbone of Christian Evangelism. Wm. P. Jacobs..............- 158 
ee SNe CII. oo os ss bose lec cvececvtsecescenseees 159 
SP ee ANE MIS oi inva oie v5.5. CEs d baw eccepayetebebbaer 160 
ERBCUIIVE COMMITTEE OF PEN Pictures OF PRESBYTERIAN PERSONALITIES: 
ee MINISTERIAL RELIEF. I. The Poet Among Us—*Mildred Welch.” Mary W. Askew...... 162 T 
410 Urban Building, Louisville, Ky. Studying John’s Gospel in Auxiliary-Promoted Bible Classes.......... 163 - 
Rev. Henry H. Sweets, D. D., An Intensive Training Course for Vacation Church School Leaders. S1¢ 
Executive Secretary. Tig Es MO at 50 3:034.neenacdech-enn bes imenhhcswhcnons tes 164 ha 
ae Institutes, a Means of Improving Vacation Church Sehools............. 165 fo 
fs: Nias a ee map Rural Church and Community Conference...............0eeeeeee cere: 165 i 
a A Presbytery’s Chairman of Religious Education Promoting 
Vacation Church Schools. James W. Witherspoon..............-. 166 m 
A Christian Congo Husband Gives Thanks for Girls’ Homes........... 167 th 
COMMITTEE ON WOMAN'S WORK SL Se SE Sc rp INNS, NED os Guivencondavakshenosesebexeercces 167 
Henry Grady Building, Atlanta, Ga. The 1939 Birthday Objective 168 - 
; thday bette ete eee e nese eeeeeeee cess tees eeeeens os 
Janie W. McGaucuey, Secretary. Yesteryear Girls in Pantops Home. Eleanor Setser Morrison........... 173 
Mary S. Qurpor, Treasurer. Today’s Girls in Pantops Home. Eleanor Setser Morrison...........-- 175 pe 
Local Church Directors and Their Vacation Church School. fo 
Ny TY WON 5 nhs nn dene et eeckssseewanienee+ ewe 177 W 
COMMITTEE ON STEWARDSHIP ee rer errr ere Steen eee e cece eeeeeeees 
AND FINANCE How One Leader Met the Problem of Inexperienced Teachers. th 
Henry Grady Building, Atlanta, Ga. EE PID 50:55 vxchengh or paeeubead sense akeeerasNeeee) 180 Ke 
Rev. B. EK. Tasomv, BD. B.. Seats. Christmas at St. Matthew Church. Oscar Gardner.............---+++ 181 a 
Bn III 5:5 29: sicawcen wieedeuianareeeennenetaaiemenen 181 
Lifting the Shadows in Western Texas Presbytery. Majorie Van Tuyl.. 182 re 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S TRAINING The Church’s Opportunity in the Farm Tenant Problem. th 
SCHOOL FOR LAY WORKERS EE Min MIG 5 hc «nie Ainindy Wie Guede cnet deka biebeaciame ones 184 
SF Sy ey Sees we Observing the Home Mission Season Together. Blanche L. Tucker.... 186 ) 
Rev. E. B. Patstey, D. D., President. City Shadows in East Hanover Presbyterial. Douglas Summers Brown.. 187 Co 
PLANNING AND WorKING: fro 
Ue CO Oe FO BIO, oo ks ch idnddcvtewknraderennnemiryes 189 
Trustees of General Assembly, Incor- he RRO EPRRy reemrasne prema tetera reps ayer e 190 
porated, Charlotte, N. C. Home Missionaries of the Presbyterian Church..............0.00++00+5 191 
146 














Year. 
ch 3 
1103, 


w 
‘© 


145 
147 
151 
, ee 
153 
154 


. 156 
. 158 
- 159 
. 160 


. 162 
. 163 


. 164 
. 165 
. 165 


. 166 
. 167 
. 167 
. 168 
- 173 
- 175 


« 


. 180 
. 181 
- 
. 182 


, 184 
.. 186 
. 187 


.. 189 
.. 190 
. 19! 








\ 


pe ; 





Impressions of Madras 


By EDWARD D. GRANT* 








Dr. H. Kerr Taylor, Dr. Frank W. Price, and 
Dr. Edward D. Grant 


THE MApRAS MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL MiIs- 
sionary Council has just closed as I write this. Per- 
haps it is premature to begin counting the results, 
for we are all doubtless too close to the conference 
to see it in proper perspective. This, therefore, is 
merely an attempt to record “impressions” rather 
than to sum up “accomplishments.” 

It may be months or years before real results are 
seen, and these, when they finally emerge, will de- 
pend not upon Madras itself so much as upon the 
forces and movements growing out of Madras. 
Whatever great things follow will depend first upon 
the reactions of missionary boards in the so-called 
“sending countries” and the contributions to the 
work of these boards, and, second, upon the final 
reactions of the missionaries and native churches to 
the recommendations and findings of Madras. That 





“Dr. Edward D. Grant, Executive Secretary of the Presbyterian 
Committee of Education and Publication, was one of the delegates 
irom the United States to the Madras Conference. 
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sympathetic consideration will be given to these re- 
ports is confidently assumed by all those who had 
the privilege of sharing in the discussions and proc- 
esses of the Madras meeting. 

Let it first be made clear that Madras was not a 
great convention. There was nothing of the usual 
convention spirit or atmosphere about it. It was 
altogether a working body. As one reviews the 
seventeen days together it becomes increasingly 
obvious that “speechmaking” was not the primary 
purpose of the gathering. There were some very 
excellent addresses, yet not more than four or five 
rose very far above the average one hears in any 
other gathering of church leaders. To find the real 
power of Madras one has to look elsewhere than to 
the platform work of the group. 

It was in the study periods or working sections 
that the real significance of Madras was wrought 
out. Groups of from 4o to 60 each, composed of 
representatives of many and varied national groups 
and viewpoints, toiled together to find solutions to 
common problems confronting those engaged in 
spreading the Good News to the ends of the earth 
and to the remotest corner of individual life and ex- 
perience. These were not theoretical problems. 
They were the live issues facing the Church today 
in the Dutch East Indies, Latin America, Germany, 
South Africa, the United States, or wherever else 
the Church is struggling to express the Christian 
message in terms of life. 

These issues have already been widely publicized 
and need not be repeated here. To each of these a 
special group gave seven full days of study, every 


One of seven pagodas near Tambaram 
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Christ or Ceesar? 


By C. DARBY FULTON* 


CurIsTIAN MIssIONS TODAY CONFRONTS A NEW FRON- 
tier. A few years ago the missionary enterprise was 
regarded as primarily a movement to win the people 
of non-Christian lands away from their traditional 
faiths. The great enemies of Christianity were seen 
in such religions as Buddhism, Confucianism, Mo- 
hammedanism, and the like. The primary function 
of Missions was regarded as the displacing of these 
systems of religious thought with the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 


Non-Christian Religions Still Potent 

It would be a grievous mistake to suppose that 
the power of the non-Christian religions has been 
broken. They are still potent in the world today, 
numbering their adherents by the millions. But 
there is a new paganism abroad in the world, repre- 
senting a far more formidable challenge to Chris- 
tianity than was ever to be found in any of these 
ancient religions. It is to be seen in the rise of a 
fanatical nationalism that is sweeping the world with 
amazing rapidity. It is in essence the exaltation of 
the state to the supreme place in the life of men. It 
accords to the state an absolute authority over every 
phase and function of man’s life, whether it be indi- 
vidual, social, economic, political, or religious. And, 
because it is thus all-inclusive, it has been commonly 
called “totalitarianism.” It finds its conspicuous 
illustrations today in such countries as Germany, 
Russia, and Japan. The Honorable Anthony Eden, 
former British Foreign Secretary, defined it with 
fine discernment in his notable address in New York 
City on December 9, 1938, when he characterized 
It as “a new form of idolatry, the worship of the 
state, to which all men must bow down, and to 
which they must sacrifice their freedom of faith, of 
speech, of worship.” 


The New Idolatry 


The word “idolatry” in this connection is no 
figure of speech. It is characteristic of state worship 
that it reaches back into the primitive tradition of 
the nation and brings forward again its tribal gods 
as the rallying point of nationalistic fanaticism. S. K. 
Pacover, writing in the Reader’s Digest of February, 
1939, shows how this very thing has been in Ger- 
many. “In their passionate revolt against Christian- 
ity,” he says, “the Nazis have been driven to seek 








“Rev. C. Darby Fulton, D.D., is Executive Secretary of Foreign 
Missions, Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


new gods in what they imagine to be their tribal 
past.” Identically the same thing has happened in 
Japan, where the gods and goddesses of Japanese 
mythology have been brought forth once more 
from the dust of the distant ages and set before the 
people in an amazing revival of Japan’s primitive 
religion of Shintoism. This is being done to provide 
a rallying point for patriotism, and as a means of 
fostering the peculiar racial and _ nationalistic 
ideology that will enhance the ends of state. And 
to these ancient idols new ones are added, as some 
contemporary personality is discovered that seems 
to embody or to symbolize in himself the ideals of 
the state. Thus the Emperor of Japan is worshipped 
as God, and in Germany the creed of the Nazis 
tends more and more toward the deification of 
Hitler. Referring again to the article by S. K. 
Padover, we quote as follows: “Official portraits 
show the awe-inspiring figure of the Furhrer in 
dreamy postures, his head bathed in a mystic light. 
One caption is the Schwarze Korps reads: ‘To thee, 
O my leader, belongs everything we possess, our 
goods and our lives, our hearts and our souls.’ ” 


A Basic Conflict 

It is superfluous to point out that this new pagan- 
ism is contrary to every principle and claim of the 
Christian religion. Fundamentally, it is the substi- 
tution of a different faith for the faith “which was 
once delivered unto the saints.”’ It is a faith with a 
different god. It sets Cesar on the throne in the 
place of the Lord God Almighty. It is a faith with 
a different moral philosophy. The morality of 
Christianity proceeds from the will of God; but the 
morality of the God-state is based upon national 
expediency. The law of God says, “Thou shalt not 
steal”; the law of national expediency encourages 
one nation to invade another and seize by aggres- 
sion what is vital for its own national expansion. The 
law of God says, “Thou shalt not kill”; the law of 
national expediency holds it proper to overpower 
men by the brutality of war. The law of God says, 
“Thou shalt not bear false witness”; national ex- 
pediency lives upon false propoganda. The law of 
God upholds the man who swears to his own hurt 
and does not change; the law of national expediency 
regards any treaty as a scrap of paper that stands in 
the way of nationalistic ambition. 

The basic conflict between the totalitarian state 
and the Christian church was well summarized by 
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The Ten Commandments 


In the Life of Today 


Excerpts from the Report of the Committee on Moral and 
Social Welfare Submitted to the 1939 General Assembly 


NEVER HAS THE WORLD STOOD IN MORE DESPERATE 
need of Jesus. The Christian values on which we 
once hoped that civilization would be built are 
now in danger of disappearing from the world. To 
many it appears that we are standing at a turning 
point in history. There is a road which leads to 
destruction; there is a road which leads to life; and 
none of us yet knows which of these roads mankind 
will take. 

The chief contribution of the Church in such 
perilous times is to preach the gospel—the full gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ—pointing men to the fact of 
sin, to its tragic consequences in this world and in 
the world to come, to the redemption offered 
through Christ, and to the obligation of believers 
in Christ to walk in accordance with His ways. 
With renewed insistence we need to call men’s at- 
tention to God’s fundamental requirements, those 
ancient laws on which all moral progress and civili- 
zation itself must depend—the Ten Commandments, 
as summarized in the two great commandments of 
Jesus: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor 
as thyself.” 


First COMMANDMENT—Gon’s BEING 


There are still millions who have not heard, and 
millions more who have not responded to, the offer 
of God’s grace through Jesus Christ—millions who 
bow down to gods of wood and stone, mythical 
gods, who are no gods, and are powerless to save. 
But the most threatening rivals faced today by the 
one true God, the God and Father of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, are the new secular gods, 
especially the virtual deification of the State, as 
seen in Russia, Germany, Italy and Japan, and in 
lesser degree in almost every modern state, includ- 
ing our own. Communism denies the existence of 
God, and is pledged to banish the very idea of God 
from the face of the earth. Fascism seeks to subordi- 
nate God to the interests of the state, and to trans- 
form basic concepts by its own ideology of blood 
and soil. Neither of these systems, and no other 


system of human life or form of human action that 
violates the moral order, which the “Maker of 
heaven and earth” has written into the constitution 
of the world, can permanently endure. 

Faith in God, who is the moral ruler of the uni- 
verse, is needed to save men from despair at a time 
when sacred principles of righteousness are being 
so widely spurned. A view of man and society de- 
rived from Christian faith in God is a prime neces- 
sity for modern men and women. They can find 
salvation for themselves, for their communities, and 
for their nations, only as they give their supreme 
allegiance to the God of heaven and earth, the God 
who spoke first through the prophets and in the end 
through His Son. 


SECOND COMMANDMENT—Gon’s WorsHIP 


Cultivated men may no longer be tempted to 
degrade the idea of the one true God by represent- 
ing him under the form of a molten or graven 
image. Rather many of those who acknowledge 
Him in thought are inclined to feel that they can 
dispense with any means of assuring themselves of 
His presence. Never has there been such a large 
percentage of our own people enrolled as members 
of the Church; yet there is widespread neglect of 
public worship, and of private and individual means 
of grace. 

In such times we need to emphasize anew the 
true character of God, God’s nature as known to us 
through Jesus Christ. We need to emphasize also 
the importance of the Church for the proper wor- 
ship of God; to call men’s attention to the nature of 
the Church, a fellowship of men that transcends 
race and class, a fellowship of men with God, in 
whom each of us lives and moves and has his being, 
a necessary fellowship, if faith in God is to be 
nourished and kept alive and carried unto the ends 
of the earth. 


Tuirp COMMANDMENT—Gop’s NAME 
Disrespect for God’s name is common. Conversa- 
tion interlarded with profanity is heard on the street 
corner, and in the drawing-room, and is accepted 
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Robert Edward Magill 


By JOHN W. FRIEND* 


Ropert Epwarpb MaGiILL WAS BORN AT CATOUSA 
Springs, Georgia, on September 23, 1861, and died 
at Montreat, North Carolina, on May 4, 1939; a 
span of almost eighty years in which was recorded 
a life of great accomplishment for the church of 
Jesus Christ and for many of its collateral organ- 
izations. 

It was in 1903 that he succeeded Rev. James K. 
Hazen as Executive Secretary of the General As- 
sembly’s Committee of Publication, and, in close 
coéperation with the dynamic Alexander L. Phillips, 
D.D., began the development of the Sunday-school 
and publishing work of the denomination along 
lines which are still proving their adaptability to 
present-day needs. 

His business ability contributed greatly to the 
successful organization of the General Assembly’s 
Training School for Lay Workers, to the growth 
of Montreat, and to the creation and efficient prose- 
cution of the Department of Woman’s Work. His 
interest in the fund to provide vacations at Mon- 
treat for many of the less-adequately compensated 
ministers was unflagging, and many a tired worker 
will recall with gratitude this labor of Mr. Magill’s. 

For many years he was a leader in the work of 
the Y.M.C.A. He gave generously of his time and 
interest to the State and National Interdenomi- 
national Sunday School Unions and to many other 
codperative religious efforts, notably the John Mil- 
ton Foundation to provide reading matter in Braille 
for the blind. 

When Mr. Magill retired from the Secretaryship 
of the Committee, in 1934, he left a well-organized 
Department of Publication, doing an annual busi- 
ness of approximately $600,000 and issuing each 
year 18,000,000 copies of its various publications. 
These figures compare with a business of $40,000 
and 3,000,000 copies when he became Executive 
Secretary iN 1903. 

_The respect in which he was held by his asso- 
ciates of the committee is .attested by resolutions 
adopted at the time of his retirement, from which 
the following is quoted: 


“The General Assembly of 1903 elected Mr. Magill, a tried 
layman and business man, to the position of Executive Secre- 
tary and Treasurer of the Executive Committee of Sunday 





“Mr - John W. Friend is Chairman of the Committee of Religious 
Education and Publication. 
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Robert Edward Magill 


School Extension and Publication (since changed to Execu- 
tive Committee of Religious Education and Publication). 

“To this task he brought business acumen, executive ability, 
and perseverance of purpose far beyond the ordinary. 

“It is his to know that he is enshrined in the hearts and 
confidence of multitudes of people. His monument is a 
great business carried on not for material profit, but that 
truth, which is more precious than gold or silver, might 
be spread abroad.” 


The Richmond Times-Dispatch commented edi- 
torially at the time of his death: 


“The church as a whole came long ago to appreciate the 
invaluable services he rendered during his third of a century 
as the chief executive officer of its highly important Com- 
mittee of Publication. 

“The manner in which this quiet, scholarly, unassuming 
man organized and expanded that agency into one of the 
most efficient religious departments in the country, vastly 
increasing its scope and effectiveness, is inspiring. It shows 


(Continued on page 307) 
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Informal Notes About 
the General Assembly 


By ELIZABETH K. LYNCH* 


WHEN AN ASSEMBLY PRACTICALLY RESENTS NOT 
being asked to provide $10,000 and rises as with 
one accord to subscribe $10,494 in about 30 min- 
utes—then that is news. But that is what happened 
at the General Assembly at Montreat in May. 

The newly set up Permanent Committee on 
Evangelism wanted $10,000 for a _ south-wide 
Evangelistic Crusade or Preaching Mission but, 
after conferring with budget committees and 
finance authorities, the Committee reported to the 
Assembly that it had faced stern realities, recog- 
nized that $10,000 was simply not available, and 
was recommending instead an appropriation of 
$1,500. But with a marked degree of fervor and 
enthusiaam—and even noise and shouting—which 
Presbyterians are not exactly noted for, the com- 
missioners pledged their presbyteries or themselves 
as individuals to raise $10,494—and they did it in 
a scarce 30 minutes! The moderator genially ruled 
that the money-raising procedure was technically 
a bit out of order, but spiritually in order and 
therefore approved. Dr. Donald W. Richardson of 
Richmond presented the report and was elected to 
head up the crusade. 

And—when in these days of much unemploy- 
ment, any concern has more jobs open than it can 
fill appropriately, then that is news too. But that 
is the case of the Foreign Missions Committee. Dr. 
C. Darby Fulton announced to the Assembly that 
he has 37 positions open, money all appropriated, 
appointments all authorized—but not enough well- 
qualified candidates to fill them. Many young 
applicants for mission positions had to be turned 
away during the depression years, Dr. Fulton ex- 
plains, and now that there are opportunities for 
appointments again, many young people throughout 
the Church are still under the impression that the 
Church could not afford to send them out even 


if they did go through the long difficult training 
period. 


Better-Natured Than Usual 


This past Assembly seemed to be a good-natured 
one—better-natured than usual, perhaps. There were 
serious questions and much serious debate about 





FM : o . 
-*Miss Lynch is Secretary of Publicity for the Stewardship and 
Finance Committee, Atlanta, Ga. 





The Moderator, Edward Mack, D.D. 


them, but the general spirit was beautifully tem- 
pered by some such feeling as—‘“I believe this 
firmly, deeply, and unwaveringly, but after all I 
can still chat calmly with my opponent at the next 
meal time—I can still see how some others might 
possibly have come to see matters just a little dif- 
ferently from the way I see them—even if they 
are wrong.” Many many times one was reminded 
that a finely developed sense of humor is one of 
mankind’s most priceless treasures! And besides, 
nobody dared to get too far away from a good 
balance between seriousness and levity when the 
kindly, gentle moderator, himself, set such a skillful 
example of maintaining such a balance. 

And then again, when an audience sits with rapt 
interest listening to a missionary talk for 55 minutes 
without the slightest evidence of restlessness—I guess 
that is news. But it will more than likely get to be 
an old, old story by the time Dr. H. Kerr Taylor 
has visited many churches with his message from 
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The Home Missionary 


By CLAUDE H. PRITCHARD* 


Tue Home MissiONARY HAS BEEN THE UNSUNG HERO 
of the Church. His story has never been adequately 
told. Too often the only record of his life and labor 
is that found in tables of statistics and minutes of 
church courts, neither of which gives an alluring, 
thrilling story of his accomplishments under God’s 
guidance and blessing. 


HIS STORY 


Whenever the living details are available his story 
is packed with adventure, glamour, and romance. 
Here is the testimony of a pioneer preacher in Lou- 
isiana in 1805: “Every day I travel I have to swim 
through creeks or swamps, and I am wet from head 
to feet, and some days from morning to night I am 
dripping with water. I tie all my plunder fast on 
my horse, take him by the bridle, and swim some- 
times a hundred yards, and often further. My 
horse’s legs are now skinned, and rough to his hock 
joints, and I have rheumatism in all my joints. . . . 
What I have suffered in body and mind my pen is 
not able to communicate to you; but this I can say, 
while my body is wet with water and chilled with 
cold, my soul is filled with heavenly fire and I can 
say with St. Paul, But none of these things move me, 
neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I 
might finish my course with joy.” (Quoted by E. T. 
Thompson in Presbyterian Missions in the Southern 
United States.) 

Sixty-five years later, in a sermon preached on the 
fiftieth anniversary of his ordination, Dr. J. S. Wil- 
son, then pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Atlanta, Georgia, said: “Though always holding a 
pastoral charge, I have been much of my life a mis- 
sionary. From 1828 to 1831 I was constantly em- 
ployed in this work in the counties of Hall and 
Jackson, while I held my pastoral charge in Gwin- 
nett County, preaching from fifteen to twenty times 
a month, and part of the time having charge of the 
County Academy. These were years of the most 
arduous labor I have ever spent in the ministry, and 
they were years too of great prosperity in the 
churches of that region. Some of the strongest 
churches of western Georgia and northern Alabama 
owe much today to the fruits of these labors. . . . In 
all, including this church for which I have per- 
formed this service twice, I have organized four- 
teen churches. This service was performed ofttimes 





*Rev. C. H. Pritchard, D.D., is Educational Secretary of Home 
Missions. 





Rev. J. Silas Bacon and Elder W. W. Wright, commissioners 
from Indian Presbytery to the 1939 General Assembly 


at the expense of some suffering and no little danger, 
especially from inclement weather and bridgeless, 
swollen streams and hard fare. . . . I have labored 
in this city since its foundation, having so far as I 
know been the first to preach the gospel while it 
yet was known as the Terminus, before it was 
honored with the more dignified name of Marthas- 
ville. . . . The schoolroom was my field of labor 
during many years, by which I supported and edu- 
cated a family of eight children—the week in the 
schoolroom, the Sabbath in the church. But how 
did you perform your missionary services at so 
great distance as you have stated? 

“Saturday I went to my field of labor, preached 
at night, preached twice on the Sabbath, returned 
home that night, and was in the schoolroom Monday 
morning. I rode ofttimes thirty miles amid dark- 
ness and solitude, crossing deep streams and dan- 
gerous bridges, with no light save the lightning’s 
glare, and no sound save the thunder’s roar and the 
growl of the wolf. 

“But how did you prepare, or did you prepare at 
all, for your pulpit exercises? The nights of the 
week were appropriated to study. I never served 
God or His people with a lame sacrifice; I tried to 
beat out the oil for the sanctuary, yet had continued 
reason to deplore my imperfection. Thus the pio- 
neer worked.” 

And thus the “pioneer” still works! Listen to this 
letter, dated 1939: “During my ministry of forty- 
five years I have never missed preaching at least 200 
times each year, and some years as many as 250 
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The World Conference 


of Christian Youth 
Amsterdam—July 24-August 3, 1939 


By J. J. MURRAY* 


HALF AN HOUR BEFORE THE CONFERENCE WAS TO trousers over their riding shorts. The street was full 
open, [ went to the door of Amsterdam’s great hall, of Dutch people, greybeards as well as urchins, 
the Concertgebouer. Already the cosmopolitan watching these strange foreigners. Suddenly two 
quality of this meeting was in evidence. Here were policemen dashed up in a motorcycle sidecar, siren 
two dark Hindus in flowing white robes; yonder a_ screaming, to clear a path through the crowd. Close 
group of Chinese girls; and there, in a sheltered behind came a big motorcar, and out stepped a tall, 
corner, two American boys, their bicycles leaning distinguished-looking gentleman. As loud cheers 
against the wall, were pulling on more respectable went up from the crowd, I learned that this was 
pe . a rT Prince Bernhard, husband of the Princess Juliana, 

- J. J. Murray, D.D., pastor of the Lexington Presbyterian and son-in-law of the beloved Wilhelmina, Queen 


Church, is a member of the Committee of Religious Education and f lertuedt Pie Lead ts ‘ : : 
Publication, and was an official visitor at the Amsterdam Conference. © the Netherlands. € had come to give us a wel- 
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The Church 


of the Open Door By D. P. McGEACHY* 


THERE IS AT LEAST ONE ARGUMENT THAT MIGHT BE 
used against a title such as the one over this article. 
This title seems to suggest that there could be a 
church that did not keep its door open, —and the 
church that does not have an open door would be 
no true church, but rather a synagogue of Satan. 
The very basis of the idea of the church is that it 
stands literally across the road of life and all men 
must enter or deliberately refuse. The purpose of 
the study then is to emphasize and illustrate a fact. 
The church is an institution with an open door— 
how shall we best keep this fact in our own minds, 
how shall we best make this ideal real, and how shall 
we show it to all men everywhere? Even as a ship 
is a water craft, so a church is an organization with 
an open door. I am not thinking of a church at all 
if I think of anything with its door closed. The 
church of the open door is the true church. The 
church of the open door is the Christian church. The 
church of the open door is the only possible church. 
There may be other things to say about the church, 
but finally, positively, necessarily, always and every- 
where, the church is something with an open door. 
Now of course I mean much more than the super- 
ficial suggestion that church buildings must have 
open doors whether they will or no. The idea that 
one sometimes meets and that one sees carried out 
in certain places that the door of the actual physical 
edifice must be kept open is not a foolish idea. I do 
believe that we might oftener keep our places of 
worship open for quiet prayer or even for rest and 
warmth, for cold or weary bodies. I believe all that, 
and I wid that some word of mine might have ef- 
fect in that direction. But that is not the matter 
about which I want to write here. I have in mind 
something much more fundamental. I want to say 
that the church, as seen in the mind of Christ, is 
meant to be an abiding invitation, a constant chal- 
lenge, a standing offer, an unending repetition of 
the Master’s own words, “Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 
She may have to say this imperatively at times, she 
must phrase her call in a thousand different ways, 
but the church is commissioned to stand in the place 
of Jesus and to call by all that she is and by all that 


*Rev. D. P. McGeachy, D.D., is pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Decatur, Ga. 


she does, “Come, and | will give you life.” “The 
Spirit and the bride say, Come.” This is the last 
glimpse of God we get in His Book, and every true 
vision of Him must center there. He is saying, 
“whosoever will,” and His church is saying it too. 
The Spirit and the bride are saying, “Come.” And 
when the bride, who is the charch, ceases to echo 
that infinite invitation, there is an end to the will 
of God, and chaos and death must follow. I say 
again that the church is an institution with an open 
door. 

It follows then that the church must beware of 
restrictions and hindrances to its membership. There 
is the story that Abraham Lincoln never joined the 
church because there were too many ifs and ands 
about church membership as it was put before him. 
It is more than likely that such a situation is not 
exactly what some people try to insist it is, but 
after all is said and done, there remains the fact that 
we are in danger of making conditions of church 
membership which are not in line with God’s will. 
I know a fine young fellow who is out of touch 
with the church today because his pastor in a uni- 
versity center laid down certain rules for church 
membership which the young man thought were 
not necessary. In this case the fault was certainly 
with the church as represented by that particular 
pastor. The young man in question talks quietly 
and without anger about it all now, and there are 
those of us who believe that he will eventually 
won back to active service, but in the meantime 
years are passing—the young man is married and a 
little child is in the home, and only God knows what 
the outcome may be. Just how many such cases there 
are it would be impossible to estimate. This young 
man realizes that he was headstrong, and he would 
be much more inclined to agree with his pastor in 
1939 than he was ten years ago. At the same time 
I never see him withoug saying to myself, “Is it 
possible that I have been shutting the door of my 
church, too?” Of course, I know that Jesus came 
unto His own, and His own received Him not. Of 
course, I know that there are those who refuse to 
enter the door no matter how perfectly it is 
opened—and yet I wonder. For example, a few 
years ago a man was condemned to death here in 
my own state. In the prison he had what seemed to 
be a genuine conversion. He applied to the chaplain 
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On Christmas eve the streets are thronged 
Much as they were that eve of old 

When Joseph came with Mary, spent, 

And found no room save in the fold. 

These, too, are come to pay a tax, 

A tax of love unto the King, 

In form of gifts to other folk— 

But aren’t they pagan gifts they bring? 


Lord, deep beneath the tinsel wraps 
Search out the love they try to bring, 
And, midst the jostle in the streets, 
Don’t let them crowd the blessed King. 























The Universal Church 


' Where Is the Frontier of the Church? 


By JOHN R. CUNNINGHAM* 


THE LIMITS WITHIN WHICH ONE CONCEIVES THE 
Church have much to do with his attitude toward it. 
It would be an interesting and revealing picture if 
one could see clearly the concept held by the 
average person of the Church. One could expect to 
find a large body of persons who think of it in 
terms of a parochial or congregational unit, and 
who entertain little or no intelligent concern beyond 
that boundary. There would be another group who 
think of the Church in community terms. Sensing 
the necessary interrelation and interdependence, 
they would be genuinely concerned to see its work 
in their city or community progress. Moving 
farther out, one would find a very zealous group 
who think of the Church in denominational terms. 
Their loyalties can be challenged at this point, their 
sympathies enlisted, and their antagonisms aroused 
without great difficulty. Their interest in the Church 
can be embraced almost completely within the 
limits of the term Baptist, Methodist, or Presby- 
terian. 

There is, however, a rapidly increasing number 
of Christians who are seeing the Church in broader 
terms and who are constantly pushing back her 
frontiers in their thinking. Mr. Henry Ford has for 


*Rev. John R. Cunningham, D.D., is pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church, Winston-Salem, North Carolina. 
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a long time advertised his car as “the universal car.” 
The Sherwin-Williams Paint Company has familiar- 
ized us with its picture of its product covering the 
earth. It is understood, of course, that these are rela- 
tive statements. These great business concerns do 
not expect us to press their advertising slogans too 
literally. When we come to discuss the Church, 
however, we lay this claim for it—that it is univer- 
sal. So far as its ideal and its purpose are concerned, 
it has no frontier short of claiming the world as its 
kingdom. Christ announced no boundaries short of 
complete universality for the Church. “Go ye into 
all the world,” was His prescription. That concepz - , 
tion is a mind-stretcher. Those of us who ha a> nn 
grown up with local and parochial ideas of tf Se 
Church must think further. We have lived to see a 
the world shrink within our generation into a neigh- 
borhood. That which happens on the other side of 
the globe one day affects life in our circles the next. 
We are now called upon by the sheerest necessity to 
face the limits of the Church, and to assess her cor- 
responding responsibilities. We cannot fail to be- 
hold her interlocking relationships. No longer may 
the Church be realistic and think of herself as a 
small body of like-minded people in a given section 
of the country with nothing more than a certain 
“foreign mission” relation to the rest of the world. 
There are too many forces at work which threaten 
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Singing Our Faith—In the Cross 


Differ as we may, we Christians of all ages, races, and creeds find our hearts can unite in singing 
our faith in our crucified Saviour. From widely divergent schools of doctrine come the two most 
widely loved hymns on the cross. The same congregation, within the same hour, can sing from 
the heart Isaac Watts’ masterpiece among all hymns: 





“When I survey the wondrous cross, on which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride.” 


and then likewise sing Sir John Bowring’s splendid lines: 


“In the cross of Christ I glory, towering o’er the wrecks of time; 
All the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime.” 


Little does it disturb the satisfaction of our souls that the one comes from the sternly Calvinistic faith 
of old Scotland, two hundred years ago, while the other voices the praise of a devout E nglish Uni- 
tarian, a century later. Truly great music, wedded so perfectly to such great poetry, has done much 
to endear both these hymns to us, beyond the reach of mere spoken language. That tenderly solemn 
tune, “Hamburg,” of Lowell Mason’ s, and that outburst of joy in “Rathbun,” by Conkey, contribute 
as much to our worship as the words they carry. 

Certain hymns have endured from age to age because of their power to move the heart, contin- 
uing even through translations. Witness the universally loved hymn of that saint of a thousand 
years ago, Bernard of Clairvaux: 


“O sacred Head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down; 
Now scornfully surrounded with thorns, Thine only crown; 
O sacred Head, what glory, what bliss till now was Thine! 
Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call Thee mine. 
* * * 
“What language shall I borrow to thank Thee, dearest Friend, 
For this, Thy dying sorrow, Thy pity without end? 
O make me Thine forever; and should I fainting be, 


Lord, let me never, never, ‘outlive my love to Thee.” 
—Translation by Alexander, 1830. 


Numbers of widely-loved hymns contain telling references to the cross, which largely account 
for their service, such as: “Abide With Me,” and “O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go,” of the 
prayerful type; and “Onward, Christian Soldiers,” and “Lead On, O King Eternal,” of the challeng- 
ing order. 

Some of the simplest hymns are the best loved, because of their references to the cross. Certain 
ones, written by women for home-keeping women or for little children, appeal to countless others 
who find in them that something which anchors the soul—even the cross. Such is the appeal in Mrs. 
Alexander’s poem: 


“There is a green hill far away, without a city wall, 
Where the dear Lord was crucified, Who died to save us all.” 


That mighty soul, Toyohiko Kagawa, has declared that his favorite hymn is the one that surely 
every believer loves to pray, as did its writer, Fanny Crosby: 


“Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross.” 


Mrs. S. H. Askew. 
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The Foreign Missionary 


By EGBERT W. SMITH* 


The Missionary’s Quality 


| AM OFTEN AMUSED AT A REMARK WE ARE ALMOST 
certain to hear when some promising young man or 
young woman enters the foreign-mission service. 
“Oh, what a pity that such a gifted young person 
should bury himself in a heathen land!” Yet this 
oft-heard lamentation is correct in two particulars. 

“Such a gifted young person.” That is true. For- 
eign missionaries are gifted above the average. Says 
Professor Latourette of Yale University, a trained 
historian, “On the average missionaries have been, 
in education and native ability, superior to the gen- 
eral run of their colleagues in similar professions 
at home—ministers, teachers, physicians, nurses.” 
It is far harder to enter our foreign-mission service 
than to enter West Point or Annapolis. The foreign- 
mission standards are higher. The examinations— 
physical, mental, moral, social, spiritual—are far 
more searching and comprehensive. More than half 
of all foreign-mission applicants we are compelled 
to turn down because in some one or more respects 
they do not measure up. A visitor in a conference 
of missionaries, noticing how many of them wore 
the same ornament on their watch chains, inquired 
if it was a badge of their missionary calling. They 
were Phi Beta Kappa keys, the mark of superior 
mentality and scholarship. 

It is also true that missionaries “bury themselves 
in heathen lands.” Bury is the right word. Said our 
Saviour, “Except a grain of wheat fall into the earth 
and die, it abideth by itself alone; but if it die, it 
beareth much fruit.” Before the fruit can come, the 
seed must be buried. Or take another Scripture 
figure. The Son of God is building His Kingdom 
in this world. In every building certain stones must 
be buried, and they the most important of all, the 
foundation stones. What our Saviour most needs is 
not men and women to star in the social, commer- 
cial, literary, or ecclesiastical firmament. What He 
wants is men and women who will turn their backs 
on what the world calls success—on publicity, ap- 
plause, fame, wealth, human appreciation—and will 
lay their lives down, deep down, lives buried, hidden 
with Christ in God, on which He may build a new 
China, a new Africa, a new world. 





“Rev. Egbert W. Smith, D.D., is Field Secretary of the Foreign 
Mission Committee. 


The Missionary’s Achievement 


To those who pity the poor missionary for his 
buried life in heathen lands, a surprise is due. When 
inquiry is made to determine who has wrought the 
greatest work of the last hundred years, the cen- 
tury’s greatest statesmen, scientists, soldiers, philan- 
thropists, philosophers, financiers, come forward. 
But they are passed by, and the crown of achieve- 
ment is placed on the head of the humble mission- 
ary. None can equal what he and his fellows have 
accomplished in the last five score years. Scattering 
themselves on every continent and nearly every 
group of islands, from arctic cold to tropic heat, 
they have given a written form to more languages 
than have ever before been reduced to writing in all 
the history of the race, the reducing of a people’s 
language to writing being the necessary foundation 
for all educational development. They have 
preached the gospel in more tongues than were ever 
before used to carry a message. They have trans- 
lated the Bible, in whole or in part, into more lan- 
guages than any book was ever before put since 
books were known. They have circulated it by mil- 
lions of copies. “They have been the schoolmasters 
of whole races and nations.” They have introduced 
modern medicine to more peoples than have ever 
before known medical practice. Opium, prostitu- 
tion, poverty, famine, superstitution, poor labor 
conditions, polygamy, low concepts of life, and a 
hundred other foes of human life and character, 
they have fought with a courage and energy un- 
paralleled. Whole peoples they have lifted to new 
paths. Through them millions have found a new life 
with God, and Christian communities by the thou- 
sand have been established which are extending in 
ever-widening circles the Christian message, and are 
leavening to an amazing degree the whole non- 
Christian world with the spirit and teachings of 
Christ. 


The Missionary’s Motive 

The cord that draws a young man or woman 
away from home and loved ones and congenial 
companionships, away from the conveniences, com- 
forts, refinements of our Western civilization, to 
spend the whole of life in an alien clime and among 
strange peoples, must be a strong cord. It is woven 
of many strands. 

There is the motive of obedience to our Lord’s 
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clear command: “Go ye into all the world,” “Dis- 
ciple all nations,” “Preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture,” “Ye shall be my witnesses unto the uttermost 
part of the earth.” 

There is the impulse of love and gratitude to 
Christ. “This I did for thee, what hast thou done 
for me?” These words in Latin on a picture of 
Christ hanging on the cross were the inspiration of 
a world-famed missionary leader, and their ques- 
tion has led countless others into missionary serv- 
ice, and sustained them in it. “The Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave himself up for me.” Here Paul 
unveils to us the source and secret of his missionary 
life and labors. 

There is the impulse to share. Whatever we have 
that is universally good, good for everybody every- 
where, we ought to share. The better it is, the more 
we are bound to share it. And since in Christ we 
have the best in all the world, we are bound by a 
supreme obligation to share Him. 

There is the impulse of compassion in view of 
the unspeakable needs—physical, mental, moral, so- 
cial, spiritual—of the non-Christian world. In our 
Lord’s two greatest parables, one picturing what 
God is, the other what a true Christian is, He shows 
us compassion as the impelling motive of each. “But 
while he was yet afar off, his father saw him, and 
was moved with compassion, and ran, and fell on his 
neck, and kissed him.” “And when he saw him, he 
was moved with compassion, and came to him, and 
bound up his wounds.” Again and again and again 
we read that our Lord was “moved with compas- 
sion” when He saw the multitudes unfed, unhealed, 
untaught, misguided, “as sheep without a shepherd,” 
the East’s most poignant picture of utter needs; and 
He ministered to them, and sent His disciples to 
cleanse and heal and teach and preach, command- 
ing them to pray the Lord of the harvest to multiply 
laborers. 

If our Lord’s heart went out thus to the multi- 
tudes in Palestine, with what unspeakable compas- 
sion must He yearn today over the vastly larger, 
needier, unshepherded multitudes in non-Christian 
lands! He came to teach and preach and heal, to 
shepherd the shepherdless, to save the lost, and this 
is our mission. “As the Father hath sent me, even so 
send I you.” What was it that sped our Lord on this 
mission? What was it held Him to the cross? Was 
it the nails in His hands and feet? It was something 
infinitely greater and deeper, the need of which 
should bring us to our knees and put on our lips 
this prayer: Blessed Lord, Thou who didst weep 
over a doomed city, Thou who didst pity and die 
for these unshepherded multitudes, Thou who didst 


love me and give Thyself for me,—give me a heart 
like Thine. 


The Missionary’s Message 


The Saviour’s command is “Preach the gospei to 
every creature.” The Greek word for gospel is 
evangel, or, literally, “good news.” A code of laws 
prescribing the way ot life is not gospel. A per- 
fect life and example is not gospel. These are tasks 
set for men to do, not the good news of what God 
does for men. And here appears the heaven-wide 
difference between Christianity and the non- 
Christian religions. They are man’s search after 
God. Christianity is God’s search after man. “God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life.” This is the Good 
News, that behind all events and governing the 
world, changing it from a prison house into a 
school of faith and hope, there is a God of love. 
Cried a heathen woman in Africa at her first hear- 
ing of the Good News, “O Mr. Lapsley, if we had 
known that God loved us, we would have been 
singing to Him.” Coming down from God out of 
Heaven, our Saviour brings the very fullness of 
God into human life, putting within reach of us 
and all mankind all that they and we can need, the 
Grace that forgives, the Power that regenerates, the 
Hope that illumines, the Truth that makes free, the 
Fellowship that guides, consoles, inspires, exalts, 
transfigures, glorifies. 

To mankind’s longings and aspirations Christ is 
God’s answer. “What are you looking for?” was 
asked of a heathen devotee on one of the sacred 
mountains of China who had climbed the thousands 
of stone steps on his bleeding knees. “Oh,” he said, 
“I am looking for heaven.” “Have you found it?” 
“No, I feel and I feel but I cannot find the door.” 
All that the non-Christian nations have been feeling 
after, all that in the darkness they have sought, 
stumbling blindly up the great stairs of God, is for 
them now in Jesus Christ; not in a dry code, not in 
a hard and cold system, but in a loving and ever- 
living Person. The gospel’s blessings are His gifts. 
Its truths are His teachings. Its example is His life. 
Its redemption is through His blood. Its triumph is 
His resurrection. Its ‘goal is conformity to His 
likeness. Its abiding power and joy is His Presence 
with us and His Spirit in us. He is Himself the 
Word that we are to carry to all mankind. 


The Missionary’s Aim 


His aim is not to bring Western civilization and 
commerce to the people he labors among, though 
these, with their mingled good and evil, follow the 
trail he blazes. Neither does he seek to denational- 
ize. His one aim is to disciple, to bring every realm 
and relationship of human life under the sway of 
Jesus Christ. As one has wisely said, “I had rather 
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lant one seed of the life of Christ under the crust 
of heathen life than cover that whole crust over 
with the veneer of our social habits or the vestiture 
of Western civilization.” For that divine life, im- 
planted and nurtured by the Divine Spirit, will pro- 
gressively express itself in Christian character, Chris- 
tian churches, Christian homes, Christian training 


ultimately taking over the evangelization of their 
own land. 


The Missionary’s Method 


Preaching. Of his preaching, Christ is the all- 
pervading theme. He holds Him forth in the perfect 
beauty of His character, the infinite tenderness of 

His love, the atoning efficacy of His 



















of the young, the care of the orphans, 
the aged, the blind—a purified and en- 
nobled social order. With this in his 
view and his prayers, he seeks first to 
present Christ to men so effectively that 
they will accept Him as their Saviour and 
Lord, conform their lives to His teach- 
ings, and aid in extending His Kingdom; 
and second, to organize these believers 
into churches and train them to self- 
propagation, self-support, social service, 
and self-government, with a view to their 
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death, the life-transfiguring joy and 
power of His resurrection, the 
urgency of His seeking and saving 
quest for lost sinners. 

Beneficence. As Christ went about 


The itinerating missionary’s travel pack 
and scenes along the way in China 


























doing good, not only preaching, but teaching and 
healing and feeding and comforting; as “the works 
that | do in my Father's name, they bear witness of 
me,” so the works done in His Name on the mission 
field bear witness of Him still. The school, the hos- 
pital, the dispensary, the printing plant, the manifold 
agencies that bless body, mind, and soul, all are neces- 
sary effects of Christ’s spirit of love working in the 
hearts of His children as they face the piteous needs 
-of heathendom; all bear witness to, and are part of, 
the revelation of the all-embracing Saviourship of 
Christ. 

Living. When God would save the world, it was 
not mainly through a miracle, or a book, or a mass 
of work, or a teaching, but through a Person. And 
that Person left no word of writing, no elaborate 
organization, but twelve persons in whom He could 
reveal and repeat Himself. Just so today the mis- 
sionary’s reincarnation of the humility, the love, the 
redemptive passion of his Master is the measure of 
his fruitfulness. To a brilliant member of the 
faculty of the Imperial University of Tokyo, I put 
the question, “What kind of missionaries should we 
send to your country?” His instant reply was, “Men 
and women in whom my people can see the life and 
spirit of Jesus Christ.” Happy and fruitful is he 
who carries with him what Saint Paul calls “the 
fragrance of Christ.” 


“For me ’twas not the truth you taught, 
To you so clear, to me so dim, 
But when you came to me you brought— 
A sense of Him. 


“And from your eyes He beckons me, 
And from your heart His love is shed, 
Till I lose sight of you and see— 

The Christ instead.” 


The Missionary’s Trials 


Present-day missionaries do not suffer the physi- 
cal hardships and dangers that faced those of an 
earlier day. I have visited all our mission fields, all, 
with one exception, at least twice. I have enjoyed 
the hospitality of practically all our missionaries. 
With a few exceptions, they are as comfortably 
housed as the average country pastor in the home- 
land. But on evangelistic trips, often lasting for 
weeks, there are discomforts aplenty—from native 
food and housing, non-sanitation, snakes, jiggers, 
centipedes, ants, and vermin, and the like in num- 
ber without number. The missionaries usually laugh 
over such trials, but among the more serious are 
the following: 

Loneliness. In even large stations with several 
missionary families this is felt, but far more keenly 
in the many cases where one or two families are 





alone for long periods. Loneliness often means 
homesickness. It is always made ten-fold worse by 
the depressing, inescapable, ever-present atmosphere 
of heathenism, the exhausting struggle with over- 
shadowing, dominating, suffocating evil. 

Separation from Children. This is the real tragedy 
of missionary life. It is not near so heartbreaking 
as it was a generation ago, for we now have in our 
mission fields schools where the children can be 
prepared for college, thus postponing the ocean- 
wide separation till the children are well up in their 
teens. But even then, and in the ensuing years, it is 
a harrowing experience. 

Curtailment of Work. Many missionaries would 
consider this their greatest trial. To plant the seed, 
to have a harvest in sight, to be rejoicing with the 
native helpers over the glorious prospect, and then 
to be stunned by the news that the work must be 
stopped because the Church at home will not sup- 
port it. This is one sore missionary trial that we 
homefolks can remedy. 


The Missionary’s Spirit 


After living with our missionaries in various fields 
for three years, I unhesitatingly pronounce them as 
a class the happiest people I have ever known. I 
believe I laughed more during those years than in 
any equal period of my life. 

They illustrate our Saviour’s word, “Your joy 
no man taketh from you.” Not even bandits could, 
as I personally discovered. Four days I spent in 
one of our China stations which was a danger center 
because, in a closely adjacent mountain, the bandits 
had their lair and hiding place for kidnapped vic- 
tims, a station one of whose missionaries had re- 
cently on an evangelistic trip been murdered by 
bandits, a station where the men starting on a trip 
would tell their families what to do in case they 
should not return, where we had to omit our 
customary night meeting because it was unsafe to 
go out at night, where I heard gun-firing every one 
of the four nights I was there. You would think 
those missionaries, especially the women, would be 
on the verge of nervous prostration. But I found 
them just as calm and happy as our missionaries 
elsewhere, a clear fulfillment of the promise, “Thou 
wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed 
on thee: because he trusteth in thee.” 

I have just read several letters from missionaries 
on whose towns and close to whose homes Japa- 
nese bombs have been falling, but of fear I found 
not a trace. Glad and happy they were, they wrote, 
to be where they were so much needed and where 
they were sure God would have them be. 

Said James B. Angell, LL.D., ex-President of the 
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One of the results of missionary work: Bible conference held for five days on the seashore at 

Okasaki, Japan, by the native pastor for Christians and enquirers. This year, the third, was the 

best yet, with great interest and enthusiasm on the part of all. The small groups show different 
lines of work carried on 


University of Michigan and formerly United States 
Minister to China and Turkey: 


“I have had the good fortune to be in the homes of 
princes and the palaces of the rich in many lands, but I am 
speaking the simple truth when I say that I have never been 
anywhere in the world in homes which impressed me so 
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with the happiness of the dwellers as did the humble homes 
of our hard-working missionaries on the foreign field. It 
was not the happiness of pomp, but it was that highest of 
all earthly happiness, which God grants to every man and 
every woman who makes the supreme end and desire of 
life to do the work of the Master, regardless of personal 
comfort.” 








The Missionary’s Critics 


The missionary is sharply criticized. So was his 
Master before him. As Shakespeare says, “Back- 
wounding calumny the whitest virtue strikes.” 
Nearly all these criticisms are born of ignorance or 
prejudice or both. 

The ordinary tourist sees and knows nothing of 
missionary work. An English hunter on a visit to 
India rather scornfully remarked to a missionary 
that he had never seen a mission convert. Said the 
missionary, “Have you ever seen a tiger?” “Many 
and many a time,” was the reply. Said the mission- 
ary, “I have never seen a tiger though I have lived in 
India for twenty years.” People see what they are 
looking for. 

Most of these criticisms come from Western resi- 
dents of port cities in the Orient. They like to 
criticize the missionary because his life is a standing 
rebuke to them. Of them Mr. Frederick McCormick, 
for six years Associated Press correspondent in 
China, writes, “Their society is centered about a 
club of which the most conspicuous elements are 
the bar, race tracks, and bookmaker. Their life for 
the most part is in direct antagonism to that of the 
missionary.” Says Viscount Bryce, the great diplo- 
mat, author, and traveler, “They undo and unteach 
by their lives what Christianity is teaching by its 
precepts.” 

But missionaries, we are told, have many serv- 
ants, the implication being that they live luxuriously. 
I wish they had more servants. The various serv- 
ices rendered in America by mail carriers, streetcars, 
autos, railways, policemen, telephones, and other 
agencies, over vast sections of Asia and Africa must 
all be performed by hired servants, fortunately at a 
cheapness unbelievable to us. There, too, where 
hotels are few and vile, and Oriental hospitality 
prevails, the missionary must keep open house for 


fellow missionaries, for travelers of his own race, 
and for the natives who call in appalling numbers. 
In one year a missionary wife in China had 4,580 
women visitors, besides men and children. Tea had 
to be served to them all. 

Would there be any sense in paying a big travel 
bill to send an expensively trained young woman as 
a foreign missionary and then forcing her to spend 
her strength and her time, which should be given 
to mission work, in menial household tasks, when 
she can hire servants who are glad to do that kind 
of work for a few cents a day? 

There is another aspect of this question that few 
consider. Since household servants come most 
directly under the Christian influence of the mis- 
sionary’s home, it is from that class that the best 
native Christians and leaders are often drawn. In 
the interior and more primitive parts of China, I 
was greatly struck when asking about the training 
of some particularly fine native leader, with the fre- 
quency of the reply that he or she had been one of 
the servants of such and such a missionary. In cen- 
tral Africa I was delighted to see the servants taking 
part in the family worship and reading, verse about, 
though often stumblingly, each from his own Baluba 
Testament. The missionary home is the ideal school 
of Christianity. The more natives that can be 
brought under its daily influence, the better. 

For 27 years I have made missionaries and their 
work my chief study. I have lived in their homes, 
scrutinized their activities, eaten, slept, and traveled 
with them in many countries. They have often told 
me that I saw them just as they were, without their 
haloes. That is true. They are not perfect. But as 
a class they are the best people I have ever known— 
the bravest, kindest, purest, most unselfish, and most 
useful. 








PLAN TO OBSERVE THE FOREIGN MISSION SEASON 
JANUARY 1 - FEBRUARY 5 


“Let’s Have a School of Missions” 
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THE CHINESE WORD FOR “CRISIS” IS WRITTEN WITH 
two characters; one means “danger,” and the other 
“opportunity.” It is an accurate and discerning use 
of language. Paul was suggesting the same thought 
when he wrote to the Corinthians, “For a great door 
and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many 
adversaries.” 

I. Of the “adversaries” by which our missionaries 
are compassed today, we who live in the tranquil 
atmosphere of this land of peace and liberty have 
not the slightest conception. A missionary in China 
writes, “We are in the midst of wickedness and 
inhuman atrocities on such a colossal scale that the 
mind is too benumbed to take it all in.” Even the 
physical survival of our missionaries amid the con- 
vulsions of war is become a daily miracle. All 
around them is ruin, whole cities in desolation, 
panic-stricken multitudes fleeing in bewildered con- 
fusion, the maimed and wounded crying for help, 
the whole lurid scene a part of the tragedy that 
stalks in the wake of banditry, looting, murder, 
rape, and arson. Hospitals, schools, and chapels 
have been shattered, groups of believers scattered 
to the winds, missionary homes battle-scarred, and 
the missionaries themselves have sat in the ruins 
wondering that they have outlived the destruction 
around them. 

Unbelievable as it may seem, the Christian 
churches of Japan and Korea, except for the physi- 
cal hardships, are enduring an even harder lot. No 
group of men and women ever sought to advance 
the interests of the Kingdom under greater diffi- 
culties. The systematic effort to stifle and suppress 
everything that is contrary to the program of ag- 
gressive militarism is bringing the whole Christian 
movement under great spiritual persecution. Cesar 
is exalted above God, religious liberty is denied, 
conscience is no longer free. Anyone who sets 
himself against the policies of the government and 
the idolatrous exaltation of the state, exposes him- 
self to reprisals of the most drastic character. Untold 
sufferings have been endured by Christians, espe- 
cially in Korea where the pressure of police power 
has been applied with increasing severity. Threats, 
imprisonment, torture, and other extreme measures 
have been employed. Many, unable to endure these 
sufferings, have yielded to practices they do not 
approve. Others, standing firmly amid great dis- 





*Rev. C. Darby Fulton, D.D., is Executive Secretary of the 
Foreign Mission Committee of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
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MISSIONS IN CRISIS 


By C. DARBY FULTON* 


tress, are bearing a shining Christian testimony. 
Never have we faced so ominous an outlook. We 
cannot foretell what the end will be. The hour is 
here for prayer, earnest and unrelenting. There is 
no way through this crisis in Korea except as God 
moves to help us. . 

But the greatest “adversary” to missions, the only 
one we really need fear, is the hindrance we our- 
selves can be through thoughtlessness and neglect. 
Opposition from without, our missionaries expect, 
indifference within all but breaks their hearts. It is 
the test of carrying on with inadequate support, 
unable to touch the needs around them and wonder- 
ing whether the Church has forgotten, that brings 
them their sorest trial. They return on furlough 
and find us living in our elegant homes. They see 
our streets choked with shining cars. They watch 
the throngs that jam our athletic fields, and reflect 
that the price of one football ticket would pay the 
salary of a native evangelist in Africa for two 
months. They read that a thrill-crazed crowd has 
paid more in one night to see a prize fight than our 
whole Church ever gave in a year to foreign mis- 
sions, and wonder why they are asked to operate 
hospitals on $380.51 a year and schools on $31.12 a 
year! They are not critical or complaining; puz- 
zled, that’s all. They wonder if Christ has lost first 
place in the hearts of American Christians. 

II. But it is not the “adversaries” that loom larg- 
est in the missionary’s view of the present situation. 
I have just read twenty-eight letters from China. 
“Opportunity” is the dominant word. One group 
wrote, “We are not blind to the dangers, but we are 
thrilled at the thought of the opportunities before 
us.” These they describe as “unlimited,” “without 
precedent,” “beyond anything we have known.” 
They are joining with Paul in saying, “The things 
which happened unto me have fallen out rather unto 
the furtherance of the gospel.” Like him they refer 
to adversaries with “and,” not with “but,” as some- 
thing not to discourage but to challenge more de- 
termined effort. 

It is no exaggeration to say that we are confront- 
ing a day of unparalleled opportunity in our work 
around the world. Here are some of the elements 
of great encouragement— 

The high spiritual purpose and morale of our 
missionaries. 
The courage and steadfastness of the Chinese 

Christian Church. 

The scattering of many believers to the prov- 
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inces of West China where they have carried the 

contagion of their faith into areas heretofore un- 

reached by the gospel. 

The new friendship of the Chinese people for 
the missionary, growing out of the helpfulness 
and service he has shown in this emergency. 

The enormously enhanced prestige of Chris- 
tianity because such great national leaders as 
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek, Madame Chiang, 
and others who are guiding the nation in the pres- 
ent crisis, are themselves Christians. 

The unprecedented open-heartedness of the 
people toward the gospel, with their new longings 
for the assurances of faith in the midst of the 
uncertainties of the present conflict. 

The return of missionaries to China and the 
reoccupation of all our stations. 

The large crowds attending evangelistic serv- 
ices throughout the country, with many conver- 
sions and other evidences of spiritual awakening. 

Thousands of Korean Christians standing fast 
under severe persecution. 

The deep undercurrent of heart-hunger among 
the people of Japan. 

The bond of fellowship that remains unbroken 
between Japanese and Chinese Christians. 

The wide open doors in Africa and Brazil. 

Surely, never before has our Church faced such 
an opportunity to present Christ and never was 
He more desperately needed in the world. 

III. Should it be necessary at a time like this to 
sound a call to prayer and self-denial? Surely in 
such a day the attitude of prayer must be the habit- 
ual mood of every Christian. These are great mo- 
ments in the history of the Christian church. They 
call for maximum Christian living. This is a time 
for unshakable conviction, because the foundations 
of our faith are being challenged; for great cour- 





age, because it is becoming increasingly dangerous 
to be a Christian; for strong faith, because the signs 
of the Kingdom’s growth are not always easily 
seen; for confident Christian optimism, because God 
is the master of crises; for confession and prayer, 
because God will surely hear the cry of His people; 
for supreme self-denial, because the greatest issues 
of life are at stake. 

The Week of Prayer and Self-Denial for Foreign 
Missions, January 29 - February 5, 1939, comes to us 
this year with dramatic challenge. Missions is in 
crisis; both danger and opportunity are here—dan- 
ger lest we fail in this time of need and allow the 
day of our visitation to pass; opportunity to present 
Christ to a heart-hungry world, and to lift our 
whole Church to new levels of spiritual experience 
and a closer fellowship with Him. Our supreme 
need at this hour is for a home Church as faithful 
as her missionaries. 

The great call of the Saviour summons us once 
more. “Go... teach all nations.” It has never been 
revoked. We are still under its compulsion. I don’t 
know what it may mean for you to face it again 
today, but I challenge you to do it. It may send you 
home to bid farewell to parents and friends and take 
your post in some far corner of the world. It may 
call you to some great renunciation. It may change 
for you the well-laid plans of a chosen career. It 
may send you to your room to stretch yourself 
upon your face and pour out your soul in an agony 
of prayer before God. It may take you to the bank 
to withdraw the savings of a lifetime and lay them 
in joyous tribute at the Master’s feet. 

What it will involve, I cannot say; I only know 
that, whatever it involves, we must obey—this is 
the test of our devotion to Him. Face it today. I 
don’t know what it will do to you, but I challenge 
you to confront it. 





ASSEMBLY’S HOME MISSIONS 





Budget Receipts—April 1, 1937—-December 1, 1937.............. $146,259.21 

Budget Receipts—April 1, 1938—December 1, 1938.............. 137,774.92 

Decrease for eight months..............................5.. $ 8,484.29 
FOREIGN MISSIONS 

Receipts—April 1, 1937—December 1, 1937..................... $258,394.36 

Receipts—April 1, 1938—December 1, 1938..................... 275,902.83 


Increase for eight months........ 


6 teed gins bark a theesed mee $ 17,508.47 





RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND PUBLICATION 
Budget Receipts—April 1, 1937—December 1, 1937............... $39,947.74 


Budget Receipts—April 1, 1938—December 1, 1938... 


Increase for eight months 
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The General Assembly’s Training School 
and Foreign Missions 


By DONALD W. RICHARDSON* 


A LARGE PART OF THE MEMBERSHIP OF OUR CHURCH 
is familiar with the work of the General Assembly’s 
Training School and the splendid contribution 
which it has made to the life and work of the 
whole Church here at home. Not so many, how- 
ever, know of the intimate relationship between this 
institution and the Church’s foreign-mission enter- 
rise. 

: The missionary spirit and purpose lie back of the 
very beginning of this school. As early as 1907 one 
of the candidates for appointment as a foreign mis- 
sionary under the Southern Presbyterian Church, 
finding within the bounds of our Church no school 
to which she could go in preparation for her life- 
work, applied for admission into the classes of 
Union Theological Seminary. In the Report of the 
Faculty to the Board of Trustees for the session 
1908-09, Dr. W. W. Moore writes: 


“One of the special students was Miss Annie Wilson, a 
member of the Church of the Covenant of Richmond, who 
was granted permission to attend such lectures as she might 
desire without matriculation, and who took part of the work 
in the department of the English Bible for several months, 
preparatory to her work as a missionary in China.” 


From this time Dr. Moore took the active lead in 
prevailing upon the General Assembly to establish 
a school for the training of lay workers. In March, 
1913, he published a special number of the Seminary 
Bulletin on “The Proposed Training School for 
Christian Workers,” in which he emphasized the 
need for an institution to provide training for 
workers outside the regular ordained ministry. He 
states that in view of the urgent need, the pro- 
fessors in the Seminary had undertaken to do as 
much of this work of training for lay service as 
their other duties permitted, teaching extra-seminary 
classes without cost to the Church and without 
charge to the students. They offered a two-year 
course of study, and at one time there were enrolled 
as many as twenty-three young women. 

These classes had to be discontinued because of 
the extra burden imposed and because of the im- 
possibility of securing lodging and board for the 
lay workers at sufficiently reasonable rates. Letters 
from young women of liberal culture and con- 





*Rev, Donald W. Richardson, D.D., is Professor of Christian 
Missions in Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va. 
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The six foreign-mission fields of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., are represented this year in the student body of the 
Assembly’s Training School by ten persons. Included in this 
number is Miss Tamiko Okamura of Misaki, Japan. The 
group shown here, with Dr. O. E. Buchholz, professor of 
Missions in the Training School, is as follows: Front row— 
Miss Mary Wilson Ross (Mexico); Miss Rubye Satterfield 


(China); Miss Lina Boyce (Brazil). Second row—Miss 

Louise Crane (Africa); Miss Okamura (Japan); Miss Janet 

Talmage (Korea); Miss Ethel Dickson (China); and Dr. 

Buchholz. Other missionary representatives not shown are 

Mrs. Frank Price (China); Miss Nell Allison (China) ; and 
Miss Carolyn Smith (Brazil) 


secrated talents in all parts of the South continued 
to come to Dr. Moore, asking for training under the 
auspices of our own Church. Largely due to his 
leadership and continued urgency, the General As- 
sembly opened the Training School in the fall of 
1914, the churches and the Presbyterian League of 
Richmond having previously raised the money 
necessary to secure its location in this city. In writ- 
ing of the decision to establish the school, Dr. Moore 
says, “When once the school has been started its 
support will devolve upon the Church as a whole, 
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and ours is a Church which does large things in a 
large way.” 

During the twenty-four years of its history the 
Assembly’s Training School, whose beginning was 
inspired by a young, prospective foreign mission- 
ary, has done “large things in a large way” on the 
various foreign-mission fields of the Church. The 
significance of the school for our foreign-mission 
work has probably been somewhat lost sight of be- 
cause of the fact that during the past decade the 
financial condition of the Nashville Committee has 
been such that they have been unable to send out 
those graduates of the Training School who would 
have gladly volunteered for foreign service. In the 
providence of God it is now possible for our Execu- 
tive Committee of Foreign Missions to call for re- 
cruits in comparatively large numbers. They can 
send out more workers than there are suitable volun- 
teers to go. The lay workers whom the Church 
needs to send now to our foreign fields must be 
trained in the institution which was established for 
this purpose. 

During the past quarter of a century a surpris- 
ingly large proportion of our Church’s foreign- 
mission force has been made up of those who re- 
ceived their preparation in the Assembly’s Training 
School. In addition to ninety-nine missionaries on 
furlough who have enrolled in the school for 
courses of study which would fit them more effec- 


tively for their chosen work, regular students of 
the institution have been sent in the following num- 
bers to different fields abroad: Africa, 14; Brazil, 5; 
China, 20; Cuba, 2; Japan, 7; Korea, 12; Mexico, 53 
Persia, 1; Philippine Islands, 1 

The Assembly’ s Training School is now placing 
special emphasis upon foreign missions in all of its 
aspects. During the current session every one of 
our six foreign fields is represented in the student 
body. For the first time in its history the school has 
also enrolled a student who is a national of one of 
our great mission fields. She has had two years of 
regular college work in Agnes Scott College, and 
expects to return to her homeland for Christian 
service. The missionary spirit of the institution 
found fine expression in the address made by Dr. 
G Darby Fulton at the beginning of the present 
session. 

Young women who are looking forward to work 
on the foreign field will find in the Assembly’s 
Training School opportunity for the kind of train- 
ing which is necessary to a full and satisfying mis- 
sionary life and work. All of those throughout the 
Church who are interested in the missionary enter- 
prise, both at home and abroad, should give this in- 
stitution a large place in their sympathy, prayers, 
and increased financial support. In so doing they 
will contribute directly to the enlargement and en- 
richment of the Church’s foreign-mission work. 





Christian Medical Council 


CREATION OF THE CHRISTIAN MEDICAL COUNCIL FOR 
Overseas Work, with Edward H. Hume, M.D., as 
director, has been announced. The Council will 
co-operate closely with the Foreign Missions Con- 
ference of North America. Headquarters will be at 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 

In outlining the aims of the Council, Dr. Hume 
said: 

“Its first task will be to aid in keeping up the 
standards, professional and spiritual, of the medical 
and nursing appointees of the various mission boards. 
This will mean the issuing of bulletins of informa- 


tion to go to every medical missionary throughout 
the world, as well as the development of a network 
of hospitals and medical schools in North America 
in which furloughed medical workers may renew 
their professional strength. 

“A second task will be the study of environ- 
ments in many countries with a view to suggesting 
to the societies ways in which their medical work 
may become better related to the churches, to 
government health programs, and to developing 
systems of national medical practice.”—Religious 
News Service. 
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ARCHAEOLOGISTS AND THEOLOGIANS OF A.D. 6939 
need not puzzle over what faiths inspired the people 
of our day, for in the Westinghouse Time Capsule 
of Cupaloy with its 10,000,000-word “story of civil- 
ization”, buried fifty feet in the ground at the New 
York World’s Fair 1939 for fifty centuries, went 
three important religious documents: the Holy 
Bible, the Lord’s Prayer in 300 languages, and Rob- 
ert Ernest Hume’s, The World’s Living Religions. 

This seven and a half foot, 800 pound “letter,” 
which was “mailed” this noon to posterity across 
fifty centuries, contains a four-reel microfilm 
“essay,” comprising the equivalent of more than 
a hundred volumes, a fifteen-minute newsreel of 
contemporary life, and more than a hundred solid 
objects in common use today. In a few days, West- 
inghouse will mail to the leading libraries and 
museums of the world a Book of Record printed 
in non-fading ink on permanent rag paper, telling 
“futurians” how to discover the Capsule at the 
appointed time, by geodetic, geophysical or astro- 
nomical means. 

It is in the 1,100-foot microfilm “Micro-File” pre- 
pared by the Recordak Corporation that the Lord’s 
Prayer in 300 langauges and Dr. Hume’s treatise on 
the world’s eleven living religions are reproduced, 
page for page. 

The Lord’s Prayer, which is reproduced in many 
little-known African and Asiatic dialects, as well as 
all the major languages of the world, is included 
as an aid to translation, in connection with a very 
elaborate guide to translation and pronunciation of 
modern English especially prepared by Dr. John L. 
Harrington of the Smithsonian Institution, which is 
to be found in the Book of Record. 

Dr. Hume, in his invaluable book, published by 
Charles Scribner’s Sons, divides the eleven flourish- 
ing faiths into three groups: those originating in 
South Asia, those originating in East Asia, and 
those originating in West Asia. 


The Time Capsule 









THE TIME CAPSULE 


A Semana ot Ove Tos 


you Fyrous Canam ce 


In the first group, the history, characteristics, and 
tenets of Hinduism, Jainism, Buddhism, and Sik- 
hism are discussed. The second group comprises 
Confucianism, Taoism, and Shintoism; the third 
Judaism, Zoroastrianism, Mohammedanism and 
Christianity. 

The Holy Bible was not microfilmed, but was 
placed in the seven-foot Pyrex inner glass crypt of 
the Cupaloy Capsule in its natural physical form. 
For permanence and beauty, a morocco-bound 
edition on Oxford India paper, complying with the 
requirements of the Bureau of Standards for per- 
manence of paper, was chosen. 

A duplicate copy of the Bible, as well as the two 
volumes which were microfilmed, will be on display 
in the Westinghouse Building at the New York 
World’s Fair 1939, while the Capsule itself will be 
visible to visitors through a special periscope, where 
it rest fifty feet below ground, there to await the 
judgment of archaeologists and scholars of 5,000 
years hence. 





CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


Budget Receipts—April 1, 1937—-December 1, 1937... .... 
Budget Receipts—April 1, 1938—December 1, 1938....... 


Decrease for eight months... ... 
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$55,352.05 
. §1,287.73 


$ 4,064.32 














The Auxiliary Bible Study 


for 1939-1940 


PLANS ARE BEING MADE WHEREBY THE WOMEN WILL 
be led to center their attention upon the life and 
teachings of Christ, through the Auxiliary Bible 
work another year. Surely this will be a helpful 
sequel to this year’s devotional readings from the 
Old Testament. The 1939-1940 daily Bible readings 
are being prepared to present the life of our Lord 
in chronological order, and will lead us to fellow- 
ship with Him afresh in all of His earthly expe- 
riences, from the annunciation to the ascension and 
high priestly work. 

The intensive Bible study next year will be based 
on that which has been said to be the best-loved 
book and perhaps “the most important document 
in all the literature of the world”—the Gospel by 
John. While Matthew presents Christ the King; 
Mark, Christ the Servant; Luke, Christ the Man; 
John presents the Divine Son of God our Father, 
with the great purpose in his writing of leading men 
to faith in Christ and to that abundant life in which 
faith always issues. 

John’s Gospel has perhaps been used to point 


more men to Christ, lead more people to quiet, con- 
sistent living and loyal service, and brought com- 
fort to more sorrowing hearts than any other book 
of the Bible. It has been said to be the most pro- 
found Scripture of all the Word, yet the most sim- 
ple and appealing; for while its stories appeal to the 
mind of a little child, its profound truth contains 
depths that have yet to be sounded. 

It is a delight, therefore, in this article announc- 
ing the Auxiliary Bible Study for next year, to call 
to the attention of every reader the January Short 
Term Course of the Assembly’s Training School, 
which offers an opportunity to study the Gospel by 
John under the leadership of an able Bible scholar, 
No doubt all Auxiliary Bible students and teachers 
will covet this privilege. It is hoped that many 
women will avail themselves of this rare opportu- 
nity, which will prepare them for greater usefulness 
and enrich the Auxiliary Bible work of the ensuing 
year. For information regarding the January Short 
Term, address Dr. E. B. Paisley, Assembly’s Train- 
ing School, Richmond, Virginia. 





Surrender 


Dedicated to Dr. Nettie Donaldson Grier 
By ELIZABETH L. LEDIG* 


Dear Saviour, I must walk with Thee, 
Thy pathway only shall I see; 
Content, where’er Thy guiding hand may lead, 
Through shifting sand, o’er flower-dappled mead— 
Or out to still Gethsemane. 


Companion of my journey, dearest Friend, 
Help me to so continuously blend 

The mystery and surety I know, 

That from that sweet communion there may grow 
High courage, my faith to defend. 


I love to tell Thy power and grace, 
To show the beauty of a face 

Tender and young and wond’rous bold. 

Not half Thy kindliness my tongue has told, 
For thought and word walk not apace. 


Daily I search Thy Book, divine, 
Ponder the story, line by line, 
Until the blessed message fills my life, 
Destroying pride and fear, and hushing strife: 
For Thou art Love, and I am Thine. 


Dear Christ, I ask not wealth nor fame, 
But only that I may acclaim 
By word and deed, each busy, restless day, 
The joy of serving Thee, and humbly pray 
I may bear worthily Thy Name. 


*Mrs. Paul C. Ledig. 
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THERE WAS NOTHING IN THE WORLD MORE LOVELY 
than the native Congo village of Kakongulu, when 
we stopped the car on a distant hill, and looked 
down on it. It was early evening and the whole 
sky was radiant with sunset glory. The dark for- 
ests were like margins on either side. The sharp 
black peaks of native huts crouched close to the 
sandy hillside, and little cooking fires glimmered 
before each door. The smoke from the fires wan- 
dered up to the height of the forest trees, and there 
hung, like a thick blue blanket over the village, 
completely dividing the sunset glow from the 
shadowy village. 

It looked like something from a story book—yet 
we were going to go right into that picture and do 
practical things like eat and sleep and sing and visit 
and brush teeth. It seemed too glorious to be true, 
and we were all ready to burst with excitement 
when we climbed into the car and rode down the 
sandy road into the lovely village. 





Miss Virginia Brand has been a teacher of missionaries’ children, 


stationed at Lubondai, Congo Belge. Her term of service closed in 
the summer of 1938. 
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VILLAGE SMOKE 


All pictures with this article are by Rev. J. H. Longenecker, Luebo, Belgian Congo 


Women return from the fields near sunset, with foodstuffs or firewood. Still to be done are many evening debee—~senteinn 
water up the long steep hill, cooking food, taking care of children. 


By VIRGINIA BRAND* 


It certainly wasn’t quiet and peaceful—iittle bare 
black native children fairly sprang up all along the 
way, wildly waving their hands and shrieking greet- 
ings. The older natives left their fires and ran too, 
laughing with joy at having a whole carload of 
queer, interesting white mamas and chiefs and chil- 
dren to stay in their village for several days and 
nights. 

We gathered our arms full of baggage, for ex- 
perience had taught us that if we shook hands with 
one eager little youngster, we should be hemmed 
in tightly till every man, woman, and child, and 
baby in the village had shaken hands! By greeting 
them collectively and smiling over a mountain of 
luggage, we got into the evangelist’s neat mud and 
straw hut in fifteen minutes. As we untied the 
duffle bags and set up cots and tied up mosquito 
nets, the native teacher-preacher poured out his 
difficulties. 

He and his wife had been in that village seven 
months, and they had a neat little church and school 
shed, and a garden, and many children came to 
school, and many grown-ups, too, came to church 
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The village blacksmith is an important person. He makes large work knives which serve instead of sword, lawnmower, 

hatchet, etc., and makes the simple hoes essential to successs in raising food crops. He makes hatpins, earrings, and other 

trinkets. All the equipment is homemade. A stone serves for an anvil, unless there is available a short bar of iron, besides 

the one which serves as hammer. The charcoal fire is blown by the helper with a homemade bellows, cleverly carved 

out of wood. The bowls are covered with skins attached to sticks. When the sticks are rapidly pumped, air is driven from 
the bowls through wooden tubes leading to the charcoal fire in the forge 


services. Several weeks before, his keenest, most excited group of natives had gathered about a hut, 
interested pupil, a little nine-year-old girl, had yelling and crying at the tops of their voices. The 





missed school one morning. crowd grew larger, all howling and shrieking. On 
“Where is Ngala?” he asked the children. the edge of the frenzied group a young girl was 
“She didn’t come this morning.” frantically killing a scrawny chicken, stripping off 
“Yes, I see that, but why didn’t she come this _ its feathers and sticking it in a black cooking pot. 

morning?” Trembling in her haste and fright she gathered sticks 
“Her father sold her to an old man across the and made a fire under the pot. 

Kasai River,” explained one younger. “Who is she?” I wanted to know, “and why is 
“Sold her? what for?” demanded the evangelist. she doing that?” 
“For three goats and a hundred francs.” “She is the daughter of the woman who has just 


“What can I do,” demanded the native pastor, died, and if she does not kill, dress, cook, and eat a 
“to stop slavery? Ngala will work all her life as a chicken right away, she will just shrivel up and 
slave and wife, or perhaps be secretly killed and become air.” 


eaten—and she could read the first five charts, and “But why,” I wanted to know. 
knew three hymns by heart.” “Her mother’s spirit will be so angry if she 
* * ¥* 


doesn’t obey the custom that it will kill her that 
A sudden loud wailing wakened us early the next way.” 


morning, and we went out to see the cause. An The girl had hurried to eat the half-cooked 
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The witch doctor 


chicken, and was rubbing fine white sand and palm 
oil over her body until it was streaked with white 
smears; she still worked quickly, panic, and fear, 
and despair on her face. She must call the medicine 
man so he could smell out the person who had 
eaten the life of her mother, so that she died before 
her baby was born. She must find some relative 
with goats and chickens or money enough to pay 
the medicine man, and she must also find money 
for meat and mush so that the great crowd of 
mourners could feast and cry and appease the angry 
spirit of her mother. All the while the high monot- 
onous wailing went on. 

It went on all day and all night and all the next 
day and night, and then the woman was buried. 
That next day all the native men not friends or 
relatives of the dead woman sat about on their 
haunches and listened to the wailing. Their fishing 
nets and hunting spears hung unused in the rafters 
of their huts. The children wandered about and 
quarrelled, angry at not being able to take their 
bows and arrows into the plains to hunt birds. Until 
the dead woman is buried, who can leave the vil- 
lage? The spirit of the unburied hovers outside the 
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village, ready to strike sickness or death or mis- 
fortune on whomsoever it meets. The v illage women 
talk in troubled groups. The spring is in the valley 
outside the village. They cannot go for water, 
and their gourds and pots are empty. They can 
cook no more food without water. The fearful 
spirit roams outside the village, but their children 
are thirsty, the men sullen, and hunger is biting 
them severely. 


A hard-faced native woman who had hovered 
around us constantly came to Mrs. Cleveland the 
second day and said, “Mama Dikisha, you have four 
live, strong children. I had two babies born dead, 
and the other died when she was just so long. My 
husband despises me because I have no children. He 
will send me back to my parents and ask for his 
money and goats back, if I do not have a strong 
child this year. My parents have long ago eaten 
up the price they got for me, and will beat me if 
I return. And alw ays I have such pain here” (placing 
her hand over her tattered loin cloth). The amaze- 
ment and hope that spread over her face when she 


Heathen woman at the market, hair matted with some crude 

red cosmetic, often accompanied by a coat of red paint. Mr. 

Longenecker once interfered to save the life of a poor, little, 

dried-up man, as two big fierce women, painted in this 

fashion, tried to tear him to pieces. They said he had “eaten 
the life” of the baby of one of these women. 




















heard of the open door of the hospital were beau- 
tiful to see. 
* + i 

A native lad, dressed in an old monkey skin, limp- 
ing on a pitifully crippled foot, came, held out his 
' hand, and asked for a piece of cloth for some 
trousers. 

“Why don’t you get to work and earn your 
cloth, instead of begging for it?” 

In reply the boy showed his lame foot. 

“How did you hurt it?” 

“Someone put a curse on me, so that when I was 
climbing a tree after birds’ eggs, I fell and broke it. 
If you give me a piece of cloth I can make some 
trousers, and then I can come to school at 
Lubondai.” 

“Come to Lubundai now, have your foot 
straightened at the hospital, and then stay on and 
go to school. Weave your trousers of palm cloth.” 

The boy started toward the car, “Take me with 
you, let me go now.” 

“Wait a minute. You can’t go with me. The car 
already has too much burden.” The boy handed 
the missionary a stick, pointed to the sand and said, 
“draw me the paths, then, in case your car runs 
faster than I do.” 

* * * 

The truck was loaded; the whole village had come 
to see us off. As the radiator was taking the last 
drink from the gourds the native women had 
brought, I had one last game of “Peas Porridge 
Hot,” with a crowd of delighted native youngsters. 


Suddenly an old toothless grandmother reached 
over the woolly heads Sf the children, caught my 
hands in hers and said, “Don’t go, Little White 
Mama. Stay and teach us to be strong and happy 
as you are. Don’t go away.” 

The engine started. Cries of “Good-by, stay 
well,” filled the air. I loosened the clasp of the 
pleading brown hands. “The native evangelist will 
help you; on rainy days when you don’t have to 
work in the fields, go to his classes. But I will come 
back or send someone else.” 

* * * 

We stopped to arrange the baggage on the hill 
from which we had first seen the village. It snug- 
gled along the road between the forests, seemingly 
so peaceful, content, and entirely beautiful. The 
morning sun streamed down, driving away the 
dampness and mist of the night. The heavy blanket 
of smoke was burned away, but, with eyes opened 
by our stay in the village, we could see a cloud of 
superstition, fear, greed, and death hanging over 
this and every other Congo village. The natives 
wait with anxious hearts and hands outstretched, 
pleading for us to tear the cloud of superstition 
away and bring the light of Christ to them. God, 
with His infinite love, is waiting to bring freedom 
and strength and happiness and love to all the peo- 
ple who know Him not. It all depends on us. If 


we cannot go in person and take His light to the | 


natives, we can go in our prayers, in our knowledge 
of the people, and in our interest and love for them. 
We can go in spirit. 





Sino-American Mothers 


at Home and Abroad 


“ARE YOU A MISSIONARY, TOO?” OR “Is A MISSIONARY’S 
wife a missionary?” These are two similar and re- 
vealing questions repeatedly put to the missionary 
wife while at home on furlough. 

Happy to relate, “we are.” Southern Presbyterian 
missionary wives are 100% missionaries themselves, 
that is, they fully share in spirit and service ‘the 
work of the foreign-mission enterprise. During the 
first years of their wife-missionary-mother lives (or 
life) they naturally cannot possibly do full-time 


*Mrs. Felix B. Welton is an evangelistic missionary stationed at 
Soochow, Mid-China. She, with Dr. Welton and children, is at 
home on furlough. 
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By FRANCES G. WELTON* 


evangelistic, medical, or educational work, but the 
time comes, and only too soon, when their precious 
sons and daughters are gone for good to Shanghai 
to high school, and back to America to college. 
And then Mrs. Missionary can give nearly her 
whole time and thought and energies to actual per- 
sonal participation in the work of her station. 

The missionary mother’s chief problem in her 
early years is found in rigid self-discipline in apply- 
ing herself and sticking to the study of the lan- 
guage, which requires hard memory work and 
concentrated listening, and daring to use a newly- 
learned phrase when opportunity presents itself. 
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Her next greatest problem is choosing where her 
first and nearest path of duty lies—keeping a happy 
balance between being a missionary inside the home 
and outside the home. It is Satan’s desire to tempt 
us from one extreme to the other, so that our 
heartstrings are pulled between two fires—whether 
to be more missionary than mother, or more mother 
than missionary. Now, what would you do? We 
missionary mothers love our homes devotedly, and, 
with everything strange around us at first, we would 
be inclined to seek an escape in our own homes from 
a foreign world about us, but we must not. 

I wish I could bring to you a few “candid- 
camera” close-ups of your Southern Presbyterian 
missionary wives and mothers in China. No two of 
them alike in temperament—all with varied capac- 
ities, tastes, training. Some doctors, some nurses, 
others teachers and evangelists, each being her own 
judge as to how much time and energy she can pos- 
sibly give to work outside her home, besides the 
missionary work she plans inside her home. I want 
you to know the substantial ways in which the mis- 
sionary mother personally serves the Master by 
serving the “least of these” in China. 

To my mind, her greatest piece of work is the 
slow, gradual, unseen good she does and is within 
her four walls, working away at her knitting—get- 
ting her husband and children clothed for the cold 
winter ahead; teaching her son and daughter 
through the seven grades of grammar school, and 
Wondering all the while if they are keeping up with 
other boys and girls of their own age in the home- 
land; preparing a happy birthday dinner party for 
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A welcome to the Minters and a farewell to the Weltons at E! 








eth Blake Hospital Chapel, Soochow, May, 1937 


the next member of the station who celebrates a 
birthday,—in other words—keeping the lower lights 
burning in the Lighthouse Homes of China, while 
they work as they wait for the husband-preacher 
who has been itinerating for several weeks among 
the country out-post churches and inquirers’ groups. 
Over this period of ten or fifteen years the mis- 
sionary mother is preparing a younger rising genera- 
tion—a second, if not a third and fourth generation 
of future missionaries. We are so proud of the rec- 
ord of our missionary children of our Southern 
Presbyterian group; what a large proportion of 
these “B.I.C.’s” return to China as wonderful, useful 
missionaries! I should say “ready-made” because of 
the adjustments and experience they have acquired 
through childhood of the language, customs, and 
attitudes of the Chinese people. 

As a young missionary, I have had the delightful 
pleasure of being entertained in some forty of our, 
missionaries’ homes in China, and I do not believe, 
should we search our Southland over, one could find 
a more capable, hospitable group of hostesses and 
housewives. These all have consecrated their do- 
mestic abilities to the service of Christ, both as re- 
gards their Chinese friends and their other mission- 
ary friends. We cannot over-emphasize the mean- 
ing of our homes and friendships in a foreign land. 
Our joys, our sorrows, our fun and recreation, are 
equally shared and borne by all the members of the 
station and mission. When our little baby daugh- 
ter, Lucie Sommerville, lay ill so long, thirteen 
telegrams were sent to our sister stations asking for 
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concerted prayer. Thirteen replies were sent ex- 
pressing sympathy and love to us. 

I wish you could step in to see Aurie Montgom- 
ery’s sweet family life at Hwaianfu—husband away 
for a day or a week, while she “holds the fort,” 
busy with her “home-school” and household affairs, 
but never too busy to greet Chinese callers just at 
the busiest time of the day. We next see Aurie 
(Mrs. James ! Montgomery ) down on her knees with 
her guests praying for the relative devil-possessed, 
or believed to be. Her own convenience forgotten 
when important interruptions and opportunities 


Mrs. Welton’s Monday evening 

class of hospital servant women. 

They are taught gospel truths, 
hymns, and prayers. 


come to serve her Master in 
her friendly, sympathetic 
way. 
Ten miles away lives Vir- 
ginia Bell. (And truly she is 
a Virginia belle in every 
sense!) What a clean, or- 
derly, well-filled pantry she 
keeps. (Even in war times 
when there is no butter, she 
buys peanuts and feeds her 
family with peanut butter to 
spread on their bread.) 
What happy memories we 
have of her playing and singing at morning prayers 
or evening sings when work is done. Afternoons we 
find Mrs. Nelson Bell playing the role of hospital 
clinic nurse as she meets 100 to 200 women and 
children, diagnoses and treats their minor ailments, 
holding a service of prayer and song at each clinic. 


A Methodist missionary father asked one of the 
single lady teachers of his mission, “Miss Kate, don’t 
you think only single people should come to China 
as missionaries?” Whereupon Miss Kate replied, 

“Why Mr. S., suppose we lady teachers did not have 
the model of your Christian homes and family life, 
how else would we teach our people to say grace 
at table or have family prayers, teach strict dis- 
cipline, and show Christian love one to another?” 
The home is the Lighthouse in a foreign heathen 
land. In our homes we can teach the hospital serv- 
ant, the Sunday morning “Ragamuffin Class,” or a 
group of English students, or hold a prayer meet- 
ing, or entertain our Chinese workers and friends. 
There is so much we can do im our homes, where 
our minds can be at ease as to the safety of our own 
children, but we do have some faithful (though 
sometimes inefficient) amahs who make it possible 
for us to visit the homes of Christians or inquirers, 
or go to the country for an afternoon Sunday 
school, or to the church for a class, or to the hos- 
pital for personal work at the bedside. Pray for the 
missionaries in the common place—mothers around 
the hearthstone. It is these older, brave and capable, 
consecrated mothers who have inspired me to be a 
better missionary-mother! 


Ragamuffin Sunday-school class 
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Ir WAS MY GOOD FORTUNE TO BE CHOSEN BY MY 
mission to visit our Indian work this year. It was a 
most interesting trip. The round trip covered almost 
3,000 miles. I rode 225 miles on a Ford truck loaded 
with gasoline, kerosene, wire, rum, etc., sitting out 
on top of the load on a box of rum! It took more 
than a day and a good part of a night to run 225 
miles; judge for yourself the condition of the road. 

Arriving at the Indian Mission, I was given a most 
hearty welcome by all the personnel, especially by 
my brother-in-law and sister, Rev. and Mrs. A. S. 
Maxwell, and their four children. What a joy it was 
to see them and to make a visit in their home in 
the forest! I was with them eight days and had 
a good opportunity to observe the work in all its 
phases. 

I arrived there on Saturday afternoon, and that 
evening there were indoor games for the Indians 
in the shed that serves for church services. I was 
too tired to join in the games, but found it very 
interesting to watch those young people of the 
jungle as they played games with seeming satisfac- 
tion and delight. 

On Sunday morning I went with the Maxwells 
and one other member of the mission in the ’29 
model Ford, over a newly-cut road through the 
jungle to a preaching point about four miles distant. 
The size and height of the hardwood trees and 
the dense undergrowth impressed me as we bounced 
along over stumps and roots. Soon we arrived at a 
clearing where there is an Indian hut, and beside it 
a brush arbor with logs for seats, prepared by the 
Indians themselves for the meetings. Nearly one 
hundred Indians were there awaiting us, and more 
kept coming in. Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell conducted 
the opening exercises in which the Indians joined 
heartily in the singing. Then I had my first oppor- 
tunity of trying to give them a gospel message. 
As we had no interpreter, I spoke directly to them 
in Portuguese. Many of them could understand me, 
and those who could not sat quietly and looked 
wise. Back at the central shed another service was 
held simultaneously with 150 present. 

In the afternoon I had an opportunity to observe 
what the mission was doing among the Brazilians 
in the village, Dourados, three miles from the site 
of the mission. I spoke at the Sunday-school hour, 
and on succeeding days preached twice to the little 


—._._.__g 


*Rev. A. L. Davis is an evangelistic missionary stationed at 
Varginha, E. de Minas, Brazil. 
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Eight Days Among the Cayua Indians 


By A. L. DAVIS* 


congregation. Attendance was good at all the serv- 
ices. This work is carried on in a private home. 

On three other occasions I had opportunities of 
speaking to the Indians; twice through an inter- 
preter. Attendance at the services was always good, 
and the interest keen; there were approximately 200 
present at the last service I conducted. The gusto 
with which all of them, especially the children, sang 
the hymns, was most delightful. The shed was 
filled to overflowing. In addition to the shed being 
too small to hold the crowds, it is entirely open on 
both sides, making it doubly easy for the worship 
to be disturbed and the attention of the Indians 
attracted by what goes on outside. In such a place 
reverence and the true spirit of worship are difficult 
to inculcate. The need for a church building has 
been met by the part of the Birthday Offering of 
1937 that was assigned to the Indian work. One 
of the objects of my visit was to confer with the 
members of the Indian Mission as to the expenditure 
of this money, and one of the needs that seemed 
most urgent was the erection of a building that can 
be used for both church and school. Nearly one 
half of the fund will be used in this building, and 
the remainder in evangelistic and educational work 
among the tribes further south. 

I made quite a number of visits in the huts of the 
Indians, and was received most cordially by all. I 
had an opportunity of observing at first hand their 
very primitive mode of living. Their huts are 
made of a framework of poles covered over with 
a coarse grass. There is no division of the interior 
into rooms. There is no furniture. The Indians 
sleep in hammocks made of grass fiber. Cooking is 
done on the ground, usually in the center of the hut, 
but sometimes in front of it. When the weather 
is cold, a fire is kept up during the night, and the 
Indians either lie down on the ground near the 
fire to sleep or put live coals under their hammocks 
to keep them warm. Blankets and clothing are 
very scanty. 

In spite of these primitive conditions, the average 
Indian is strong and healthy; he is of a robust stature 
and splendid carriage. None are stoop-shouldered. 

Dr. Nelson de Araujos’ little shed that he uses 
for a hospital was filled to capacity all the time I 
was there. Now, don’t jump at the conclusion that 
he had a great crowd of patients—there are only 
two beds. More are needed of course. One of his 
patients was a baby with malarial fever, and the 
other a young man (Indian) who had been attacked 
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Some interesting pictures from our Cayua Indian Mission. Upper left—This is the little shed that Dr. Nelson de Araujos 

uses for a hospital. It contains only two beds, more are needed, of course. Upper right—Working on the boy who was 

scalped by a tiger. Lower left—One of our Cayua Indian men. Lower right—The brush arbor with logs for seats, prepared 
by the Indians themselves for the meetings 


by a tiger that had almost scalped him. The father, 
who was attacked at the same time, died of his 
wounds. 


The Brazilian Methodist Church is going to build 
a hospital for Dr. Nelson soon. 

The orphanage consists of a little “shack” with 
dirt floor and grass roof. Five orphans are being 
cared for. This phase of the work looks to the 
Brazilian Presbyterian Church for support. 
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A fine Brazilian girl, who is supported by the 
Independent Presbyterian Church of Brazil, has 
recently joined the school force. 

The Indians are most responsive to and appre- 
ciative of what is being done for their uplift and 
enlightenment and for the salvation of their souls. 
The heathen religious rites are fast falling into disuse. 
Our work among them is most promising and en- 
couraging. Remember this work in your prayers and 
your offerings. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 















jos 
was 
red 


the 
has 


re- 
and 
uls. 
ase. 
en- 
and 








THE GREAT TRUTH OF THE GROWTH OF little THINGS IN 
Christ’s Kingdom is a constant inspiration on the 
mission field—a continuous fulfillment of the para- 
ble of the grain of mustard seed. 7 

The church in Formiga had its beginning in small 
things, when two little girls, eleven and twelve 
years old, were sent to Kemper School for Girls 
in Lavras. The father was a well-to-do business 
man of no mean standing in the town, and tolerant 
in his religious views. He heartily disapproved of 
methods and results in schools directed by priests 
and nuns in Brazil. 

When it was known that his two eldest daughters 
were to be sent to an evangelical school, there was 
no small stir in the town. “This is an outrage,” said 
the fanatics, and proceeded to fill the little girls 
with fear of such a school. “Protestantism is a re- 
ligion of the Devil,” they continued. “Beware, lest 
you be induced to denounce our holy religion.” 

As a result, for the first time in their young lives, 
they confessed this “contemplated sin” to the 
priest—secretly, of course, for the father would 
not have consented. 

And so, terrorized, they entered Kemper, but 
almost at once this fear disappeared. The next 
morning at coffee time, they were impressed with 
the worshipful attitude and pious respect at morn- 
ing prayers that followed. The awful terror dis- 
appeared like magic, as Bible truths were learned 
and as they listened to the sweet intercession of the 
principal.. In later months, from sermons at the 
church and Bible study in the classroom, they began 
to have a clear idea of the pure religion of the 
Crucified One. 

The younger sister wrote to her father: “We're 
delighted, papa, with everything here. The evan- 
gelical religion is so simple and easy to understand. 
It is the only true religion. The Protestants are 
friends of God and more obedient to His will than 
the fanatics who filled our ears with terrible tales 
before we left home. They even made us confess 
to a priest! Imagine how foolish we were! Now 
that we see our great error, we are willing to tell 
you. 

“Tell mama not to pray to Saint Gerald any 
more, the idol that she keeps in her bedroom. He 
may have been a good man, but we have no right to 





“Mrs. J. M. Sydenstricker is an evangelistic missionary located at 
Formiga in the East Brazil Mission. 
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The Least of Seeds 


By MYRTLE STOSBERG SYDENSTRICKER* 





The three eldest sisters who are influential Christians in 
Formiga. Left to right—Cornelia, Nair, and Lanita 


pray to or worship him. God created the world and 
everything in it, and Him alone should we worship 
and serve. We are Protestants, now, papa, and we 
are so happy.” 

A terse answer came quickly, saying his daugh- 
ters were there to study and not to bother about 
religion. 

But the tiny seed of truth was planted, and it had 
fallen in fertile ground. Before the mother’s death 
she had stopped praying to her saints and often 
asked her daughters to pray for and with her. 

The eldest was the first to make her profession 
of faith while still in school, twelve years ago. At 
her request one of the missionaries would come 
occasionally to preach, and later a student evangelist 
would spend his vacations here: preaching first in 
a home, later in a rented storeroom. 

Then there were larger quarters, and now there 
is a small church of their own which is being en- 
larged to meet growing demands. Their request 
for a resident missionary family was granted in 
February of this year. 

The second daughter also came out definitely for 
Christ in spite of the unfavorable insinuations of her 
husband. Then a third sister and a fourth became 
Christians, for now five daughters and three sons 
had been educated in evangelical. schools. The 
father, always friendly and often liberal in his gifts 

(Continued on inside back cover) 
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“WILL THE DOCTOR PLEASE COME TO SEE A NEW 


—9) 


patient?” I have been afraid of that. A newly- 
arrived refugee from turbulent China. I know 
scarcely a word of Korean, and Imogi, my indis- 
pensable young interpreter, is out for the evening. 
Some conditions can be diagnosed without talk, 
however, so I walk over to the little hospital’s wait- 
ing room. 

Sitting very straight with his funny little hat and 
voluminous white linen robes, is a slight, elderly 
gentleman. His sparse white beard gives him an air 
of distinction. He rises painfully and bows with 
charming dignity. Unable to converse, we go to- 
gether into the examining room. The trouble is 
obvious; he has a badly strangulated hernia. His 
only hope lies in immediate operation. 

Urgently summoned, a near-by evangelistic mis- 
sionary explains the situation to the old gentleman. 
Prolonged negotiations follow. I keep thinking of 
the destructive process going on inside his anatomy, 
knowing that every minute of delay adds to danger. 
Finally, unable to stand it longer, I retire hopefully 
to the operating room to make ready. When I re- 
turn everything has been settled. The old gentleman 
has engaged an entire ward and is moving in with 
his goods, wives, children, grandchildren, and two 
or three servants. 

This hospital does not boast elaborate equipment. 
With a handful of worn-out instruments, local 
anesthesia, and no assistants, I undertake an opera- 
tion that in America would mean consultations, 
transfusions, and fluttering of special nurses. It is 
possible to perform surgical operations with inade- 
quate equipment, just as it is possible to prepare 
meals without kitchen utensils, but it is a wearisome 
business not to be recommended, and one is always 
happily surprised if good results are obtained. 

Our patient makes a splendid recovery. It is a 
daily pleasure to visit him in his ward, a fine old 
patriarch surrounded by his family. 

Two months later he calls at our home. Behind 
him is a photographer lugging a huge camera. We 
have our picture taken together in the front yard. 


A gentle-faced Korean girl of 16 is brought in, 


*Dr. Price is on the staff of the Cheloo Hospital at Tsinan, in 
our Mid-China Mission. 
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Leaves from the Diary 
Of a Missionary Doctor 


By PHILIP B. PRICE, M.D.* 


her forehead and scalp disfigured by a large, ugly 
scar. Will the doctor please make some hair grow 
on that part of her head so that she can get a hus- 
band? 

Plastic surgery is sometime risky, for if anything 
goes wrong—if, for example, the operative wound 
becomes infected—the last estate of the patient may 
be worse than the first, and the surgeon’s stock goes 
away down. 

In a series of operations I remove the scar and 
shift an equally large patch of hair-bearing skin 
from the back of the head to the front so as to 
restore the normal hair line. No horticulturist ever 
labored over his orchid bed more carefully than I 
cultivated that patch of hair follicles. And it is a 
great day when it appears certain that the trans- 
planted skin will live and its hair will grow vigor- 
ously. 

I must leave town for a few days, so give explicit 
directions for the dressings. “How is she?” I ask 
on my return. “Fine,” comes the answer, “only 
there is a little infection.” Alas, but too true! Al- 
ready half of the precious graft is dead. But hard 
work brings the infection under control and saves 
enough hair to cover the scar. 

One of the last patients I see before leaving Korea 
is this longsuffering child. When her hair grows 
longer she will be quite good-looking. I hear she 
is engaged to be married. 

* * * 

Cholera season in China’s low-lying canal coun- 
try. A breathless messenger from a near-by village. 
We catch up the every-ready bags and are on our 
way, the hospital launch rapidly traversing the nar- 
row waterways. As we step ashore, a crowd meets 
us and follows us to the thatched hut. As many 
people as possible crowd into the dark, hot, 
windowless room where the almost lifeless patient 
lies. Lighting a candle we peer into the sunken, 
blue-lipped face. Loudly in the next room sounds 
the death wail of relatives. 

Cholera is a strange disease. The infection is 
serious enough, but what kills the victim so quickly 
is loss of fluid from excessive vomiting and purg- 
ing, so that the blood becomes too thick to circu- 
late, and turns nearly black from lack of oxygen. So 
the first step in treatment is to give fluids quickly 
and abundantly. 
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We run salt water into the patient’s veins, and a 
marvelous transformation takes place before the 
wondering eyes of the interested onlookers. The 
shrunken skin literally fills out, lips and nails turn 
warm and pink, and the patient rouses and talks. 
The dirge next door ceases. Naive compliments are 
head on every side about the ability of the foreign 
doctor. “He is better now, but he will need further 
treatment,” we urge. “Bring him to the Good News 
Hospital this afternoon.” “Yes, yes, we will.” But 
he doesn’t come. 

A few days later we hear he is dead. What hap- 
pened? I find out in the course of time. After we 
had left, the patient grew gradually worse again. 
The foreign doctor wasn’t much good after all, so 
the family called in an old-fashioned native 
physician instead. 

oo *” * 

Among the patients waiting to see me is a tooth- 
less, weather-beaten old farmer, mouth open and 
drooling, weariness and pain in his black eyes. It 
seems he yawned too widely a week ago, throwing 
his jaw out of point, so that he has not been able to 
close his mouth since. Many people, including a 
couple of our interns, have tried without success 
to reduce the dislocation. 

I lay him on a table, head against my chest, wrap 
my thumbs well with gauze, grasp the lower jaw 
firmly, and roll it on my thumbs gently into place. 
It is a trick every anesthetist knows. The old man 
sits up incredulously and feels his mouth carefully. 
“Good!” he cries, “Good!” and hurries out to get a 
meal. 

Two or three years later I hear there is a patient 
who insists on seeing me and no one else. It is my 
old friend. His jaw is out again. For two days he 
has been hurrying on foot to reach me. 

* * * 


Liudasao is a spirited young woman who resents 
her husband beating her. To get even with him she 
has just swallowed a lot of strong lye. The 
frightened and penitent husband brings her to the 
hospital, terribly burned in the mouth and as far 
down the throat as we can see. The burns heal 
slowly, but in the process the esophagus, at the 
level of the heart, is constricted by the scar until she 
can no longer swallow. So we make a hole in her 
stomach and put a rubber tube into it. Feeding is 
theh a simple matter of squirting soft or liquid food 
through the tube, which of course must be kept 
stoppered between meals. It is an efficient but in- 
sipid method of eating. 

All the inflamation having at length subsided, our 
throat specialist begins to dilate the stricture. It is a 
slow business, one dilation a week for over two 
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years. During this time she wins her husband’s heart 
by presenting him with a bouncing baby boy. 

Her esophagal stricture has now been dilated suffi- 
ciently to enable her to eat and drink comfortably, 
so we remove the rubber tube and sew up the hole 
in her stomach. She is a Christian, now, and her 
husband is interested in the gospel. 

Now the war is upon us. The fighting line draws 
closer. Today we hear the booming of heavy 
artillery. Air raids have become commonplace. The 
city’s populace is leaving by every possible route, 
thousands of them every day. A frantic woman 
grasps my arm. It is Liudasao, obviously quite ill. 
She and her family left the city, she says, and on her 
way she swallowed a persimmon seed which stuck 
at the site of the old stricture causing complete 
obstruction. With a special instrument we look 
down the esophagus, hoping to grasp the seed and 
pull it out. Too late! Already inflamation has ex- 
tended too far. 

The irony of it! All her long, brave fight for 
happiness and health, and now done to death by a. 
persimmon seed! 

* a - 


I am asked to sit on a certain hospital board. The 
business up for discussion is the hospital’s doctor. It- 
seems he is a pillar of the local church and a promi- 
nent figure in town, but he is not a real doctor. 
For many years a technician and handy man about 
the hospital, he stepped into the breach when the 
last doctor left, now he insists on running the 
whole show and handling all the money. The good 
name of the hospital is suffering in consequence. 
Obviously someone had to take the lead in propos- 
ing a change of staff, so I rise to the occasion think- 
ing myself probably more immune to any act of 
revenge than my Chinese friends might be. 

On the board also is the well-known “Christian 
General” Feng, a big, moon-faced man simply 
dressed in the rough gray uniform of a private. 
After the meeting he asks me to look at a painful 
pimple on the back of his neck. I do so and prescribe 
a bland ointment for it, which is filled at the hos- 
pital pharmacy. 

Later I hear that the General found my treatment 
quite painful and that he was thoroughly annoyed 
with me. But not till long after do I learn the true 
story. The local “doctor,” I am told, substituted an 
irritant for my prescription. Then when the Gen- 
eral sent one of his bodyguard to report the mat- 
ter, the “doctor” called on him in person, remarked 
that the foreign doctor evidently didn’t know much 
about treating boils, and gave him something that 
probably would do much better. It did. It was the 
ointment I had prescribed originally. 
































Manifold More in the Present Time 


By ELIZABETH GAMMON DAVIS* 


“Don’T YOU GET DISCOURAGED?” 

“Is it worth while?” 

How often we hear these and similar questions! 

Sabbath evening: We take our place in the dear 
church, in this beloved town in our adopted land. 
We glance about us. Oh, so few here tonight, in 
such a big town! Visits have been made, invitations 
given, promises received, prayer has been offered. 
We close our eyes. We have “left parents, brethren, 
children.” “I am weary often-whiles!” “How few 
and small and weak are our bands!” But into my 
mind come the words “Not by might, nor by power, 
but by my Spirit.” 

Footsteps in the front of the uncarpeted church, 
the officers follow the pastor into the room back of 
the pulpit for prayer before the service begins. 
There goes Senhor Joao, his body bent with trouble 
and ill health, his heart saddened by the callousness 
and opposition of his nearest and dearest; but his eye 
is fixed above, his faith does not fail. Very dear to 
Senhor Joao is “the communion of saints”; infinitely 
key his Father’s house. There goes Senhor 

edro, respected in the community, able in his work. 
Two or three times on Sundays he walks more 
than a mile, up hill all the way, to take his place 
in God’s house. There goes gifted, cultured Senhor 
Antonio, a man twice born. Educated in a mission 
school, a lover of good books, he knew the Bible, 
yet bitterly opposed his wife’s attendance at the 
services for which her heart and soul yearned, 
harshly he forbade his children’s going near “that 
place.” He was kicking against the pricks. At last 
pride yielded, he began to investigate, to “taste and 
see.” Now his religion is his delight, his stay. How 
sweet his music as he accompanies the hymns! How 
full of faith his face, how earnest his message, as 
he directs services, as he and other officers do in 
the absence of the missionary—to the edification 
of the congregation. 

Now go the deacons, young, industrious, zealous, 
active. First, Manuel, who finds riches in poverty, 
who speaks to all of his religion, who, with his 
faithful wife, finds in it strength to forgive freely 
injuries from those who should help and uphold. 
And Paulo, who was always honest and hard work- 
ing, yet came to realize that his life was incomplete, 
and found his All-in-all. Very faithful, very earnest 
is Paulo. And here goes Julio, “a brand plucked 


*Mrs. A. L. Davis is an evangelistic missionary, and is the 
daughter of the late Dr. S. R. Gammon, beloved missionary of our 
Church to Brazil. She is located at Varginha, E. de Minas, Brazil. 
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from the burning,” saved from his worst enemy, 
himself. Saved, probably, from a drunkard’s grave. 
Intelligent, zealous Julio, as true a friend as a mis- 
sionary ever had; thankful for his wife, who was 
first unbelieving, then fearful, but now happily con- 
fessing her faith; eager that his dear children shall 
grow up to be true servants of God. Good men 
all, by the grace of God. 

We glance around again. There sits Cecelia, her 
sweet face calm, yet bright with the faith which 
was her comfort during the tragic, fearful years of 
her married life. The little son will soon go to sleep, 
and will be a heavy burden in her frail arms on the 
way home. Yonder is dear old Dona Anna, who has 
hobbled -a long, long way on feet weak with age 
and sore with pain. First she went to the mis- 
sionaries’ house, her face, even in fatigue, alight 
with friendshiy and gratitude for small favors which 
to her seem so great. Then on up the hill she went, 
glad when they said, “Let us go into the house of 
the Lord.” 

Dona Maria’s head is bowed; doubtless she prays 
that her children may follow her as she follows her 
Lord in the way which brings her joy and peace. 
There is Dona Frieda, finding in this far shore a 
house dedicated to the God of her fathers; alone in 
this land, alone in the house where she constantly 
remembers happier days, her once perfect body 
weakened by the tragic accident which robbed her 
of the “light of her eyes.” Yet her voice rings out 
in faith and praise in the hymns of Zion. 

And there is Loida, her bright, intelligent face 
shining with inner light. All week she has been very 
busy. Even on Sunday she cares for her house and 
prepares tempting meals for her husband whom she 
loves dearly, and whom we hope to welcome as our 
brother in Christ. She was on hand at Sunday school 
to teach her class of little children; now she, too, has 
walked a long way up the hill. With her popularity, 
her wit, her love of fun and gaiety, the world 
beckoned temptingly to Loida, but she set her feet 
upon a more perfect way. 

Here comes Elza, also a former pupil of a mission 
school. For many years she has known the gospel, 
but for her, too, the call of the world seemed 
strong, and for years she wavered. At times it 
seemed that the tares and thorns had entirely choked 
the good seed, and we all but despaired. Finally 
she made the great decision. Now she is not only 
faithful, but zealous, active, enthusiastic, a joy and 

(Continued on inside back cover) 
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3—Rev. Robert Knox, Korea. 

3—Dr. Mark K. Poole, Africa. 

3—Mrs. R. J. McMullen, China. 

4—Rev. C. H. Patterson, China. 

4—Mrs. C. A. Logan, Japan. 

5+-Rev. R. E. McAlpine, Japan (retired). 
Home address, 320 N. Broad Street, 
Winston-Salem, N. C. 

5—Miss Dora Lena Reynolds, Africa. 

7—Dr. Philip B. Price, China. 

March 7—Rev. L. T. Newland, Korea. 

March 8—Mrs. James R. Graham, Sr., China. 

March~ 8—Rev. R. P. Richardson, China. 

March 11—Mrs. J. K. Levie, Korea. 

March 12—Mrs. Philip B. Price, China. 

March 13—Mr. L. G. DeLand, Africa. 

March 16—Mrs. J. M. Sydenstricker, Brazil. 


March 
March 


Happy Birthday to You! 


March 18—Mrs. W. F. McElroy, Africa. 

March 19—Rev. A. P. Hassell, Japan. 

March 25—Mrs. B. C. Patterson, China. 

March 26—Mrs. S. H. Wilds, Africa. 

March 28—Rev. S. C. Farrior, China. 

March 29—Mrs, Walter McS. Buchanan, Japan (re- 
tired). Home address, 1323 Garden St., 
Santa Barbara, Cal. 


Note:—A birthday card with signature only and unsealed, 
bearing a 14 cent stamp, may be mailed to any of the above, 
to the address which appears in the back of every other 
issue of this magazine. Star before the missionary’s name 
indicates “on furlough.” The home address will be supplied 
by the Educational Department, Box 330, Nashville, Tennes- 
see, on request. If cards are sealed, regular first-class postage 
must be paid—s5 cents to Africa, China, Japan and Korea; 
3 cents to Brazil and Mexico. 





Hidden Treasure 


What is the meaning of the two Chinese characters for 
“crisis”? 

What is the only “adversary” to missions we need fear? 

How much space did the Korean gentleman engage in the 
hospital? 

What happened to the man who yawned too widely? 

What is one of the great problems for a missionary wife? 

What was “Miss Kate’s” answer to the missionary father? 

What was said to the daughters of the well-to-do Brazilian, 


by some fanatics, on the eve of their going to an evangeli- 
cal school? 

Why did the little African girl have to kill and eat a chicken 
so hurriedly? 

What was the plea of the old grandmother in the Congo? 

How is part of the Birthday Offering to be used in the 
Indian work? 

What is the attitude of the Cayua Indians toward our work 
among them? 

Give some examples of “twice-born” men in Brazil. 





MISSIONARY DEPARTURES 
To China—Miss Hazel Matthes, R.N. 





An Indian Auxiliary Birthday Party 


St. MaTTHEW CHURCH ASSEMBLED TO ENJOY THEIR 
annual Auxiliary Birthday Party. Some walked a 
distance of three miles under a burning sun. All 
the community was present including the men and 
the children. The auxiliary had ordered five gallons 
of strawberry ice cream. Dr. and Mrs. Firebaugh 
were to be present. It was a great occasion. 

Mrs. Firebaugh dressed a number of Indian 
women to represent the different linguistic groups 
within our Church. There was considerable mirth 
during the dress rehearsal, but when the pageant 
began there was not even a smile, and some of the 
women did look rather amusing in their costumes. 
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Pagentry is one of the most effective ways of en- 
lightening a people who cannot read English, but 
who are alert with their eyes. 

There was a period of quiet, and then many In- 
dian women offered prayers for war-torn China and 
the suffering Christians. It is doubtful if any of 
them ever saw a Chinaman, but their hearts were 
not foreign to suffering. 

The offering was five dollars. Then everyone as- 
sembled on the lawn and the ice cream went 
quickly. All look forward to the fellowship and 
inspiration of the Auxiliary Birthday Party. 
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Training Negro Youth at Stillman 


By HAROLD FRANCIS BRANCH* 





Class of nurses in training 


STILLMAN INSTITUTE WAS FOUNDED IN 1876 BY DR. 
Charles A. Stillman, for the purpose of training 
young Negro boys for the ministry. The school 
continued this special and only type of training 
until 1922. Under the leadership of Mrs. W. C. 
Winsborough, the women of the Church, realizing 
that it was essential that the Negro ministers have 
Christian, sympathetic, and trained wives to help 
them in their heavy duties, contributed the funds 
for the erection of a girls’ dormitory on the campus 
of Stillman Institute so that the school might become 
coeducational. This step made it necessary to 
broaden the curriculum. A regular four-year high- 
school course was organized in 1922. It was found 
that the theology students needed two years of col- 
lege work and, immediately thereafter, the junior 
college was organized. Both the junior college and 
the high school are approved by the Alabama State 
Department of Education and the Southern Asso- 
ciation of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 

The Emily Estes Snedecor Nurses’ Training 
School and Hospital was established through the 
Birthday Offering of the Woman’s Auxiliary in 
1928. This building was opened for the training of 
practical nurses and for the hospitalization of pa- 
tients in September, 1930. Since that time, over 
three thousand patients have been given hospitaliza- 
tion. It is not only available to the students but to 
any Negro residents of the city of Tuscaloosa who 


*Rev. H. F. Branch, D.D., is pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Tuscaloosa, Ala., and is also a member of the faculty of 
Stillman Institute. 
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are in need of hospitalization. Such persons are 
charged two and one-half dollars per day. A 
nurses’ home and approximately fifteen hundred 
dollars worth of permanent equipment for the hos- 
pital are greatly needed. 

Stillman Institute is fortunate in finding it pos- 
sible, through its many good friends, to offer the 
senior high school, junior college, three years of 
theology and two years of practical nurses’ train- 
ing. These different schools have available in the 
library approximately six thousand volumes. A 
graduate librarian, with the help of four girls, keeps 
the books and reading-room attractive to the stu- 
dents and faculty. Courses in Bible and in Religious 
Education are available to each student in each year 
of his school life, with special emphasis placed upon 
the spiritual and moral needs of everyday living. 

The Negro boys and girls of the Southland are 
eager for an opportunity to rise above the igno- 
rance and poverty which now exist in many of their 
homes and communities. They are also anxious to 
study and hear the Word of God. Stillman Insti- 
tute emphasizes vocational training and offers an 
opportunity for every boy to learn more about 
mother earth, how to cultivate the soil in growing 
cabbage, onions, peas, beans, beets, carrots, okra, 
potatoes, hay, cane, peanuts, and vetch, and to learn 
the proper care of livestock of which the institute 
has at present five mules, twenty cattle, one hundred 
and fifty head of hogs, and five hundred chickens. 
Approximately eight thousand cans of vegetables 
were put up this year. All of the dairy products, 
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meat and vegetables are used for the two hundred 
students who board on the campus. The girls are 
trained in the food and clothing laboratory and help 
prepare and serve the food to the boarding students. 

Including the day students there were approxi- 
mately two hundred and seventy students in the 
school last year. Of these, one hundred and five 
graduated—aine nurses, thirty high-school students, 
and sixty-six junior-college students. 

It is with pleasure that I quote a letter from one 
of the girls who was graduated from the high school 
two years ago. Financial considerations compelled 
her to drop out of school then for a time. Since 
she is energetic, faithful, honest, and truthful in all 
of her dealings with clidetanes ail faculty. We are 
allowing her to return to school this fall and to pay 
the school when she is graduated and begins work. 


“Dear Mr. JACKSON: 

“I should like to express my gratitude to and appreciation 
of the faculty at Stillman Institute and what they have 
done for me. This will explain why I’m anxious to enter 
once more into that large family of boys and girls there. 

“My earnest desire to help my people to the way of 
Christ is a force that is intelligently directed at Stillman in 
several ways. The course in Bible gives each of us a clear 
program of Christianity. Miss Johnson keeps one paramount 
idea before the students—service for Christ. Everyone can 
feel the need for earnest workers in this service ®hen the 
program for the Young People’s work is presented. This 
gives additional training to young Christian leaders. The 
vesper services have done much for eager youths. 

“I like the administration’s consideration of the poorer 
students. Many a poor mother’s heart has been made glad 
because of the opportunity of student aid. The Dean of 
Women makes it possible sometimes for a poor girl to 
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appear neatly dressed. Surely such kindnesses as these arouse 
in the students a higher appreciation of a noble character. 

“I like Stillman and love the faculty because of the sym- 
pathetic way in which all my difficulties were handled. 
There’s not a classroom on the campus where a lesson of 
Christian living is not taught—biology, psy chology, English, 
and all others. Poorly prepared students may receive special 
attention through the deans. 

“Could I, realizing full well all these opportunities, refuse 
to view the coming term at Stillman with warm appreciation 
and hearty anticipation of another year of training for 
service?’ 

Signed: Geneva C, WILLIAMSON. 


The primary aim of Stillman Institute is to turn 
out Christian men and women who will be leaders 
in advancing the work of God among their own 
people. That this aim is being realized is shown by 
the fact that many of these boy s and girls organize 
Sunday schools, young people’ s work, church work, 
etc., in their home communities. Are there not in- 
dividuals who would like to make an investment in 
some Christian Negro boy or girl who desires to 
qualify himself or herself to make a worth-while 
contribution to the community in which he or she 
lives? A scholarship for college students, board and 
room, is approximately one hundred and forty-five 
dollars. Such an investment would produce lasting 
dividends through the years. 

Stillman Institute was conceived in prayer. These 
sixty-two years it has served colored boys and 
girls who would not otherwise have had an oppor- 
tunity to educate themselves in preparation for their 
life’s work. Will you not pray for God’s continued 
blessings to rest upon this Christlike ministry? 


at Stillman 


















Presbyterianism in Buchanan County, 
Virginia 
A Challenging Opportunity 


By C. MORTON HANNA* 


BuCHANAN COUNTY IS THE TRIANGULAR PART OF 
southwest Virginia that juts northward between 
Kentucky and West Virginia. Its mountains are 
filled with extensive deposits of high-grade soft 
coal. A few years ago, outside capital saw the tre- 
mendous possibility in the material resources of 
Buchanan County and, in response to its large in- 
vestment of men and money, a remarkable indus- 
trial development has taken place. The Appalachian 
Electric Power Company has made electricity avail- 
able to all parts of the county since 1923. The Nor- 
folk and Western Railway has built over 100 miles 
of standard-gauge road in the county since 1928. 
In the last two years splendid telephone service has 
been extended to all parts of the county. Sixteen 
large coal-mining operations have been established 
since 1931 and others will be established. 

The county population has doubled or more, in 
the last seven years. Last year the school popula- 
tion was 11,000 which indicates a total population 
of about 40,000. Large numbers of business and 
professional people are coming in to serve the in- 
creased population. Many new business firms, both 
wholesale and retail, are being established in the 
county, and old firms are enlarging facilities and 
personnel. The mine owners are encouraging home 
ownership, which promises a fine type of people 
who will be permanent residents of the county. 
There are practically no Negroes, nor foreign-born 
peoples in the county. When won and enlisted 
for Christ, these people will soon become self- 
supporting groups. 

This tremendous material development has been 
made possible through the investment of large 
amounts of outside capital. The spiritual develop- 
ment of the county has lagged behind because the 
Church has not been able to command sufficient 
outside capital to keep pace with the amazing in- 
flux of new people. The same number of ministers 
who served the smaller population of 1930 is strug- 
gling to meet the spiritual needs of a population that 
has doubled, and it just cannot be done! We must 
have help in men and money if we are to claim 


*Rev. C. M. Hanna is pastor of the church at Grundy, Virginia. 
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this great territory for Christ. A recent survey has 
shown that not more than twenty per cent of the 
people are definitely connected with a local church. 
Presbyterianism has a great opportunity here be- 
cause Dr. Frank E. Clark conducted a splendid 
mission school in the county for twenty-eight years. 
The people served and trained by this school should 
form a splendid nucleus around which strong Pres- 
byterian churches can be built. The closing of this 
school two years ago withdrew from the county 
the faculty of Christian leaders who manned most 
of the Presbyterian work in the county, letting the 
increased load fall on the shoulders of the few re- 
maining workers. Surely many of those who con- 
tributed to the school work carried on by Dr. Clark 
will want to help make it possible for the present 
workers to harvest the crop that has come from the 
seed-sowing time of the past twenty-eight years. 
A study of the fields will provide an insight into 
the tremendous opportunity that faces the Church 
and her workers. The county is naturally divided 
into five fields, only three of which are now ade- 
quately manned by the Presbyterians. We are 
desperately in need of two more full-time ministers 
for whose support the Home Mission Committee of 
Abingdon Presbytery has no funds in sight. 


THE KNOX CREEK FIELD 


In topography, the Knox Creek field is a natural 
geographic division containing seventy-five or 
eighty square miles of territory, draining into the 
Big Sandy via Knox Creek and its branches. There 
are steep rugged mountains and narrow valleys. 
There is a great abundance of coal deposits and 
some lumber. This field is thickly settled for a 
rural area, with from 2,500 to 4,000 people, the 
majority of whom are of native stock. The popula- 
tion is rapidly growing. 

While there are three denominations other than 
Presbyterians who have work on Knox Creek, only 
the Presbyterians have full-time salaried and trained 
workers. Our three churches, Blackey, Hurley, and 
Mt. Tabor (at Roseann) have a combined member- 


ship of 125. In addition, we have outposts on Lester 
Fork and Guess Fork. 
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The rapidly growing county seat, Grundy, Virginia 


The religious work of this field consists of regu- 
lar preaching, Sunday schools, and young people’s 
services at each church, and the two outpost Sun- 
day schools. The Bible is taught in all public 
schools in the winter, and Vacation Church Schools 
are held at five points in the summer. 

The Mt. Tabor building is the only church build- 
ing we have on the field. We are severely handi- 
capped at other points by having to use any avail- 
able structure whether suitable or not. We are in 
the process of constructing a building at Hurley, 
and we need to buy and repair a building at 
Blackey. 

The workers in this field at present include Rev. 
Henry R. Mahler, pastor, and Miss Ruth Shilling- 
law, Sunday school extension worker. 


THE JEWELL VALLEY FIELD 
In June, 1936, the Jewell Ridge Presbyterian 
Church of Tazewell County, Virginia, began work 
in Jewell Valley in Buchanan County, co-incident 
with the opening of Number Two mine in that sec- 
tion by the Jewell Ridge Coal Company. Services 
were started as soon as the first families moved in. 
The Rev. Ben F. Brown, a recent graduate of 
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Mount Tabor Presbyterian Church, Roseann, Virginia 


Union Seminary, was installed as pastor of the 
newly-organized church in Jewell Valley, the first 
Sunday in August. Regular services with a well- 
organized Sunday school and young people’s work, 
are being carried on, and Sunday school work is 
being organized in several outposts. There is no 
other organized church in this immediate section, 
and the field presents many opportunities. 
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This work, even though it is pioneer work, is 
entirely supported by the local people and the 
Jewell Ridge Church. This part of the county pre- 
sents a definite challenge to us to preach the gospel 
of Christ and to advance the Kingdom of God. 
Our prayer is that the development of the spiritual 
life of the people will be in advance of any temporal 
prosperity, in order that they may experience God's 
blessing in their lives and in turn share their spiritual 
and material blessings with others, in this section 
and throughout the world. 


THE GRUNDY-VANSANT FIELD 


The Buchanan First Presbyterian Church is lo- 
cated at Grundy, and has a resident membership of 
about 75 who pay their half of the salary of the 
pastor. This little group of faithful, capable, and 
consecrated Christians forms a nucleus around 
which we can soon build a strong, self-supporting 
church if we continue to receive encouragement 
and help from the outside for a bit longer. Grundy 
is the county seat, with a rapidly growing popula- 
tion. It is the trading center for about 30,000 
people, and its population is largely made up of 
business and professional peoples. We have a good 
Sunday school, auxiliary, Pioneer group, Young Peo- 
ple’s group and a Junior choir. The pastor 1s able 
to preach at this point only on Sunday mornings. 
The outstanding need is for a Sunday-school build- 
ing and equipment. With a little help right at this 
time, this can be built into a strong, self-supporting 
church. 

For years the Grundy church has conducted out- 
post work at Vansant. Since the industrial develop- 
ment, Vansant has become a thickly settled resi- 
dential section. The fine group of workers there 
was organized into a church on October 2, 1938, 
with thirty-six charter members. Mr. Russell Stuart 
of the Grundy church superintends the Sunday 
school, which has an enrollment of 90. The pastor, 
Rev. C. M. Hanna preaches to a full house each 
Sunday night. As soon as possible, work will be 
started on a stone church building. The old frame 
chapel will be used for a Sunday-school building 
and social hall. There are 1,200 or 1,500 people 
within two miles of this point, and there is no other 
organized church in that area holding regular serv- 
ices. 

Miss Ruth Daniels, of Alexandria, Virginia, is our 
volunteer worker at this point. She turned down 
an offer of a position to teach Bible in the public 
schools in another county because she felt the call 
of the work here, even though she has no definite 
salary in this field. She is doing a wonderful work, 
reaching three schools with weekday religious edu- 
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cation, running the Sunday school and auxiliary, 
and training a Junior choir. The day the new 
church was organized, she began an outpost Sunday 
school at Dry Fork, and plans to open another on 
Big Prater at an early date. Thus the point which 
six months ago was itself an outpost will in a short 
while have two outposts of its own. 


THE BULL CREEK, HOME CREEK, AND 
BIG ROCK FIELD 


The Presbyterian Church has carried on work in 
this territory for years, through outpost Sunday 
school and Vacation Church School work. Mr. 
and Mrs. J. W. Barlow have taken over the work 
in this field. Sunday schools are conducted at Lower 
Bull Creek or Maxie, Home Creek, and Stiltner 
Creek, using the county school buildings. In ad- 
dition Mr. Barlow conducts a young people’s so- 
ciety, visits three public schools each week, and 
conducts a prayer meeting at Home Creek, and 
Jater will take over the service at Maxie on Friday 
nights formerly conducted by the Grundy pastor. 
The latter preaches at Home Creek and Stiltner 
Creek on Sunday afternoons. There are 4,000 peo- 
ple in this area and not a single settled pastor. This 
people needs a shepherd. 

A growing interest on the part of adults has been 
manifest since the coming of Mr. Barlow. The 
nucleus of an adult membership exists at Maxie 
now with the probability of the organization of a 
church there before so very long. 

Mr. and Mrs. Barlow and Miss Daniels are being 
supported out of volunteer contributions that are 
sent in in answer to prayer. A part of Mr. Barlow’s 
support is provided by an interested group of men 
in Washington, but it comes in varying amounts. 


THE KEEN MOUNTAIN FIELD 


This field received a great deal of publicity last 
spring because of the explosion in the Red Jacket 
Mine. It is the most rapidly growing section of the 
county at present. There are a number of Pres- 
byterians there now and a great opportunity for 
the Presbyterian Church, but we have no funds 
with which to begin work. Perhaps with a full- 
time man on Bull Creek, where we have a great 
responsibility, the Grundy pastor and the Jewell 
Valley pastor could give some attention to the 
opening up of this Keen Mountain field. 

Can you imagine how it feels to have so many 
opportunities of profitable employment that you 
hardly know which one to begin on first? Well, 
that is the position of every Christian worker in 
Buchanan County. Three out of every four of the 
persons we contact during the day are not con- 
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nected with the church. More than half of the 
adults are not even professing Christians, and four 
out of five of these under 30 are outside of the 
church. What an opportunity! And our work is 
growing and bearing fruit. A new church organiza- 
tion on Knox Creek this spring, another at Jewell 
Valley the first of August, and a third at Vansant a 
few weeks later. We could have organized churches 
on Bull Creek and in the Keen Mountain section 





if we just had resident ministers on the job. The 
Lord has opened before us a great door of oppor- 
tunity, will we be able to go up and possess the 
land? Brethren, pray for us that the present staff 
of workers may be given physical strength and 
spiritual grace to grasp the great opportunities that 
lie before us. Pray that God will make possible 
the placing of one or two additional ministers in 
the county. 











IF WE WERE ASKED TO TELL WHAT HAS BEEN 
accomplished for the girls and women of the 
French-speaking people of this district, we would 
have little to show for the labor of these years. If 
asked what we have done, the answer would be a 
tale of varied efforts to give opportunities for physi- 
cal and mental improvement, always with the ulti- 
mate hope of spiritual regeneration. 

If we may judge by outward signs, the latter aim 
has to some extent been accomplished, especially 
among our girls, for we have seen some fifteen or 
more of them accept Jesus as their Saviour, most of 
them before the teen age. 

We like to think that to a certain extent we have 
had a part, through the Sunday school and the va- 
cation church school, in helping a few of the many 
we have reached to make good the opportunities 
which they had to finish high school and become 
trustworthy, conscientious, dependable in the occu- 
pations of their choice. 

Let me introduce to you a beautiful child of 
French-Spanish-American descent. She was one of 
the charter members when we opened our Sunday 
school at Raceland, then a very young girl. In time 
we were very pround of our little group of pupils, 
as they were always at the head of their classes in 
public school. Of this one, her mother said that 
when she had been deeply impressed by the morn- 
ing teaching at Sunday school, she did not care to 
go to the picture show in the afternoon. Later, we 
were able to secure funds to enable her to go to 
French Camp Academy in Mississippi, a synodical 
school, where she worked to earn part of her ex- 
penses, and took her high-school diploma. 

She received there that which, during her further 
course of education in the Alabama State Univer- 
sity, enabled her to keep herself from things which 





*Mrs. Ford is one of our missionaries to the French-speaking 
people along Bayou Lafourche, southwest of New Orleans, La. 
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Gems for His Crown 


By MRS. E. A. FORD* 
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other girls did that were not seemly for a Chris- 
tian young woman to indulge in. She told her 
mother that if she had not had the training at 
French Camp, she would probably have done the 
same things. 

She worked hard and took two degrees when she 
graduated from the University. She had expressed 
the desire to go into missionary work, and has not 
given up the idea yet, although she is married to a 
Christian young man whose mother says it may be 
that, instead of losing one missionary, two will have 
been gained. After her second year at French 
Camp, she successfully conducted the little Sunday 
school at Raceland during a two-months absence of 
the missionaries. 

But while we rejoice over this girl and others 
like her, we grieve over the many failures, as we 
were able to gather these “little ones” out of most 
distressing surroundings and bring them to a school 
where body, mind, and soul could be given. the 
training necessary for the proper development of 
the creature in whom the Creator might take de- 
light. 

In vain we have tried to bring to our home one 
or another, but the isolation from the family, the 
strangeness of manners and food, has made them 
yield to the pangs of homesickness. 

Do you wonder then that we want a school in 
which to take these little ones and win them for the 
Master before the lure of the world has increased 
the difficulty of the task 100%? Do you wonder 
that we long to send others for more advanced and 
religious study to French Camp Academy? 

Why not then provide some scholarships so that 
some of our bright, penniless children may be given 
an opportunity to learn of the love of our Heavenly 
Father? But a school here among our French- 
speaking girls would give to those less bright men- 
tally what they need in order to attain to a simple, 
useful Christian womanhood. 
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Winning Jews to Christ 


By AARON JUDAH KLIGERMAN* 





A group of happy Jewish believers 


CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY WORK IS AN OLD, ESTABLISHED 
institution. It is as old as the coming of our Lord 
to earth to save men. It is the work of Christ Him- 
self. It is the work of Paul and the other apostles. 
Those of us who are doing this work are thus of 
their “glorious company.” The duty of leading the 
Jews to Christ need not here be insisted upon. It 
is self-evident. The whole tenor of the New Testa- 
ment shows that the gospel should be carried “to 
the Jew first.” 

But do the Jews need the gospel? Some of our 
Jewish leaders seem to think that they are in need 
of something. Rabbi Mendelson of Chicago writes: 


“We are living in a nervous age, and the Jew in particular 
is a nervous individual, and needs the steadying influence of 
faith and prayer, but he does not find them in the Syna- 
gogue, Synagogue leaders are worried only about crowds, 
and they therefore convert the Synagogue into lecture plat- 
forms, theaters, and dance halls, but they fail to disseminate 
religious knowledge and inspiration.” 


Most mournful and most maddening is the con- 
fession of some of our young men, one of whom 
wrote to one of the Jewish papers: 


“Let us face the truth—the truth which must dawn upon 
us sooner or later; the age of the Jewish religion is past. 
The religion is dying; that which seems to be burning is 
not religion but nationalism.” 


And yet, we have been hearing much of late 
about the “Mission of Judaism.” What is the mission 


*Rev. A. J. Kligerman is the minister in charge of the Emman- 
uel Neighborhood House, Baltimore, Maryland. 
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of Judaism? Or what mission can it have? Its only 
fixed belief is in the unity of God, that is, the denial 
of the Trinity. There are about two hundred mil- 
lion Mohammedans who also profess and proclaim 
the unity of God. Judaism needs not trouble itself 
on that score! And as to its ethics, its teaching is 
in no respect superior, and in some respects is very 
far inferior to the ethics of Christianity. Outside of 
its own community, what has Judaism ever done to 
lead dark and ignorant souls into the light of 
divine truth? Into how many hearts and homes of 
people around it has it brought spiritual peace, con- 
solation, and hope? “Mission” implies sending, and 
sending, having something to send. But what has 
Judaism to offer to a sin-sick world? Merely 
monotheism, with an “ethical code” which is ever 
changing “through the subjective notions of suc- 
cessive generations” of more or less learned Jews? 

The true mission of Israel is something very 
different. The promise that in Abraham and his seed 
all mankind should be blessed has never been taken 
back. We may note its fulfillment month by month 
and year by year. But the fulfillment does not come 
through unregenerated Judaism, nor will it ever 
come that way. The truths revealed to Israel found 
their development, their completion in Christ; and 
it is by the followers of Christ, animated and im- 
pelled by His Spirit, that millions of the human race 
have been taught the knowledge of the truth of 
God’s revealed Word. “The Gentile who occupies 
himself with the law is guilty of death,” say our 
rabbis. “Moses commanded us a law, even the in- 
heritance. For us an inheritance, and not for them.” 
(Sanhedrin 59a.) But Jesus pleads with His follow- 
ers, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved.” (Mark 16: 15-16.) 

We deeply regret that Jewish leaders, misunder- 
standing our position, regard our missionary work 
as an affront, and speak contemptuously of us as 
apostates, and warn our Jewish neighbors against 
coming under our influence; but at least this seems 
to indicate that our work is making no little impres- 
sion! There is no occasion for bitterness and aliena- 
tion, but ample scope for unbiased, devout, thought- 
ful reflection. True Judaism and true Christianity 
are by no means antagonistic. Moses and Christ in 
their teaching are in perfect accord, and the He- 
brew Christian missionary in approaching his 
brethren does not desire them to cast aside one re- 
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ligion and accept another; but having himself been 
led, by divine teaching, to see in the New Testa- 
ment God Who spoke unto the fathers by the 
prophets, speaking in these latter days by His Son, 
he desires to lead his brethren also to harken unto 
the voice from heaven. For it is our conviction that 
without Jesus Christ the Jews will never be happy 
anywhere, not even in the land of our fathers. A 
disenthroned king longs for his crown, and the 
ancient people of the covenant, the kingdom of 
priests, will not be able to satisfy its longing until, 
through Christ, it has once more become the people 
of God. 

Let us suggest something that every true Christian 
can do to the attainment of that end: cultivate the 
acquaintance of Jews. Try to know them as friends. 
If you have any prejudice against them, ask the 
Lord to help you to conquer it. Learn to know 
Jews personally and without constraint, if possible. 
For your devotional reading and Bible study, read 
often from the Old Testament. Do not think that 
the New came to supplant the Old or that the New 
is superior to the Old in any essential quality. The 
Old. Testament without the New is incomplete, a 
revelation only in part. The New without the Old 
is a bride robbed of her husband. Never without the 
Old can you learn to know the New. Study also 
the relation between Judaism and Christianity, the 
true history of the early Christian Church. Think 
what Christians owe to the Jews, historically and 
providentially, and may God grant that your inter- 
est will be awakened in this people which, if you are 
true believers in Jesus and His gospel, will prompt 
you to do what is in your power to lead them to 
Him Who loved them and gave Himself for them. 

It is told of Count Zinzendorf that one morning 
he met a Jew, Rabbi Abraham. The pious Count 
stretched out his hand, and said, “Gray hairs are a 
crown of glory. I can see from your head and the 


expression of your eyes that you have much experi- 
ence both of heart and life. In the name of the 
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, let us be friend.” 

The old man had never heard such words from a 
Christian before. He had usually been saluted by 
the words, “Be gone, Jew!” He was struck dumb 
with wonder. His lips trembled, his voice failed, 
tears ran down his wrinkled cheeks upon his flowing 
beard. 

“Enough, father,” said the Count, “we understand 
each other.” And from that moment on the two 
were friends. The count went to see him in his dirty 
home, and ate black bread at his table. One morning 
before dawn, as the two walked out, old Abraham 
said, “My heart is longing for the dawn. I am sick, 
and yet I know not what is the matter with me. 
I am looking for something and yet I know not 
what I seek. I am like one who is chased, yet I see 
no enemy except the one within me, my old evil 
heart.” And then Count Zinzendorf opened his lips 
and declared the gospel of Christ. He painted a pic- 
ture of love on the cross, and how that love came 
down from heaven. He painted in glowing colors 
how Christ met and died for corrupted humanity, 
that men might become like God. 

As the old man wept and wrung his hands, the 
two were ascending a hill where stood a lonel 
church. As the sun rose, and its rays fell on the 
golden cross on the church spire, the cross glittered 
brightly in the light of heaven. 

“See there, Abraham,” said Zinzendorf, “A si 
from heaven for you! Believe on Him whose blood 
was shed by your fathers, that God’s purpose of 
mercy might be fulfilled, that you might be free 
from all sin and find in Him all your salvation.” 

“So be it,” said old Abraham, as a new light 
flashed on his soul. 

O, God, give us Zinzendorfs today, men who will 
love the Jews and love them into the Christian faith! 





Some Viewpoints on the Tithe 


On Ocroser 4, 1938, Mr. Joun K. Ortiey, Cuair- 
man of the Board of the First National Bank, At- 
lanta, Georgia, wrote to the Committee of Christian 
Education and Ministerial Relief: 

“Tf every church used the Belmont Plan, their 
financial problem would be answered, as well as our 
Annuity Fund.” 

“But,” someone demurs, “in putting so much em- 
phasis on the Three Million Dollar Fund, or the 
Belmont Covenant Plan, or even on tithing in gen- 
eral, aren’t we over-emphasizing mere money?” 
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John G. Alber answers, in a pamphlet entitled “Who 
Owns the World?”: “It is a great surprise to many 
people to learn how much Jesus had to say on the 
subject of property or money. He spent much time 
on this subject. Today ministers are often criticized 
by people who clamor for ‘the gospel.’ If this is 
not the gospel, then Jesus spent much of his precious 
time in preaching something that was not gospel, 
and a large portion of the New Testament deals 
with a foreign theme.” 

“Well, we admit that the tithe, as practiced in 
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the Belmont Covenant Plan, may be a good method; 
but is it binding on Christians today?” Thomas 
Kane—better known as “Layman”—replies 
shrewdly: “Now it is practically true that those 
who discredit the law of God’s Tenth, claiming 
that its obligation ceased with the Jewish economy, 
have really nothing to offer in its place. > 
they say, ‘we owe everything to God.’ So we do; 
and the tithe is the only practical way of continually 
recognizing that obligation.” 

“But isn’t the obligation of tithing a burden?”— 
“No,” declares Dan B. Brummitt in “The Tithe 
Was Made for Man”: “This way is the way of 
liberation. No man can follow it and be unhappy. 
Either it will bring its own happiness, or it will not 
be practiced. . . . This way takes all the nuisance- 
value out of ‘appeals.’ To the tither, ‘appeals’ are 
like his banker’s list of possible investments. He 
doesn’t invest in every one he hears about; but he 
isn’t annoyed when the banker submits the list.” 

“But why present giving to the church as an 
obligation? Isn’t it just a charity on my part?” In 
Mine and Thine; the Pronouns of Civilization, 
Howard Agnew Johnson warns us: “Some people 


have the strange idea that supporting a church is an 
act of charity. There could be no greater mistake. 
We must support the Christian church in the com- 
munity in sheer self-defense. It is beyond question 
as vital a necessity to the life of the people as the 
public school, or any other institution that we count 
essential to the best life of the community, and to 
sustain which we pay taxes gladly. . . . It is high 
time that intelligent people should realize the need 
of maintaining the church and doing it, as God 
intended, in a thoroughly businesslike way.” 

“Maintaining the church”—this is done primarily 
through maintaining the personnel of the church. 
And the establishment of the Ministers’ Annuity 
Fund will go a long way toward carrying out God’s 
teachings in the matter of ministerial support. “In 
a thoroughly businesslike way”—surely this de- 
scribes the Ministers’ Annuity Fund! 

The practice of the tithe is needed to establish 
the Ministers’ Annuity Fund, and to carry on the 
work of the Church. 

And the fund is a God-given opportunity for the 
practice, and the establishment in the Church’s life, 
of the principle of the tithe. 





“A Pastor's New 


ONE OF THE MOST ENERGETIC AND SYMPATHETIC MIN- 
isters of our Church in recent years was Rev. 
William Ray Dobyns, D.D., who at the age of 
seventy-one years was called out of time into eter- 
nity. A little while before his death he wrote the 
following article, which he called “A Pastor’s New 
Year’s Greeting,” which was printed in the beautiful 
church bulletin issued each week by the South 
Highlands Presbyterian Church of Birmingham, 
Alabama: 

“To every man his work.” These words of the 
Master have no uncertain sound. There is no room 
for drones in His kingdom. Every man, whoever 
he is, and wherever placed, has his work allotted. 
If he do it not, it will remain undone. We are all 
specialists in His sight, “every man his work.” Have 
you commenced on yours? If not, get at it, for it 
is piling up with the swiftly flying years—and you 
cannot make up what is past. 

“Occupy till I come,” marks the limit of your 
labor, and He Himself says “of that day and hour 
knoweth no man.” The time may be long or short; 
it will be of even measure with your obligation. 
Any moment lost is lost forever, and each hour has 
its appointed task and crowds all others out. You 
cannot tell Him, “I haven’t time,” for He knows 
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Year's Greeting 


you had all of time. His coming is imminent. How 
well up is your work? 

“Give an account of thy stewardship,” closes the 
record of your life. You may drift along in an 
irresponsible way among men, and imagine your- 
self master and owner of your time and talent— 
not so with God. “Give an account” rings like a 
clarion on your ears. You must pass review before 
an expert accountant; no manipulation of the books 
is possible. All things are naked and opened unto 
the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. My 
dear friends, do not trifle, but work. “Work the 
works of Him who sent you while it is day; the 
night cometh when no man can work.” Let the 
earnest words of Koopman be yours: 


When I am dead, 
May this with truth be said, 
On the rude stone that marks my lowly head, 
That, spite of doubt and indecision, 
In spite of weakness, lameness, blindness, 
Heart’s treachery and fate’s unkindness, 
Neglect of friends and scorn of foes, 
Stark poverty and all its woes, 
The body’s ills that clog the mind 
And the bold spirit bind, 
Still through my earthly course I went, 
“Not disobedient 
Unto the heavenly vision.” 
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THERE HAS RECENTLY COME FROM THE YALE UNI- 
versity Press a volume by the above title which 
gives the story of the movement that has grown up 
around the pioneer work of the university pastors 
in state universities and in the larger independent 
universities. It is written in a most interesting way 
by Dr. Clarence P. Shedd of the Yale Divinity 
School. This volume is commended to the careful 
study of all those who are interested in education 
and in the youth of our Church and our land. 

Four pages are devoted to the efforts made by 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S., to care for its stu- 
dents in these institutions. He recounts an interest- 
ing chapter in the history of our Church. 

Until the year 1904, the Presbyterian Church had 
no definite plans for looking after the spiritual in- 
terests of its students in colleges and universities, 
and of providing guidance into a knowledge of the 
Will of God for their lives. At that time the newly- 
formed Committee on Christian Education began a 
systematic effort to codperate with the presidents 
of our colleges and with the pastors and sessions of 
the college and university churches, holding before 
the entire Church two great ideals: 


1. To help each student appreciate the fact that 
his life is a plan of God, and then to discover God’s 
plan for his life. 

2. To endeavor to keep each student during the 
college or university days in intimate touch with the 
life and worship and service of the local church. 

In its report to the General Assembly of 1908, 
appears the following paragraphs: 


“We have endeavored to have presented to the young 
men of our own colleges and the State institutions the 
claims of Christ upon their lives and service. While the 
life’s work of many of the young men who give themselves 
to the ministry has been determined under the influence of 
the home and the home church before they enter college, 
yet the Christian atmosphere of our Presbyterian institutions 
has not only conserved and strengthened this purpose, but 
has also led many to dedicate their lives to this work. The 
importance of the small, Christian college in this matter 
cannot be overestimated. 

“Your Committee has taken the care to investigate the 
attendance of young men and women from Presbyterian 
homes at our State institutions of higher learning. We have 
secured reports from presidents of seventeen of these in 
which there is an enrollment of 12,228 students. Of these, 
15 per cent, or 1,834, are Presbyterians; 138 young women 
and 1,696 young men. 

“While the Committee is endeavoring to help maintain a 





*Rev. H. H. Sweets, D.D., is Executive Secretary of the Com- 
mittee on Christian Education and Ministerial Relief. 
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“The Church Follows Its Students 


By HENRY H. SWEETS* 





pure, religious atmosphere in our own institutions, and to 
commend them to the sons and daughters of our Church, 
this large body of young men should not be overlooked. 
The synods of Alabama, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
and Virginia have selected men with peculiar gifts, have 
supplemented their salaries, and have placed them as pastors 
at these ever-growing seats of learning. 

“In institutions where the scientific course is much more 
prominent than the classical, the aim is apt to be to teach 
men to make a living, rather than to prepare them for life. 
In this materialist age, great care should be exercised in 
shaping the course of study. John R. Mott said, ‘The spirit- 
ual significance of life is not usually developed by these 
scientific courses,’ and yet the graded school leads up more 
naturally to the State University than to the Christian 
College. 

“We believe that all of the synods should be called upon 
to see that the youth of our Church who are in these institu- 
tions are cared for in a spiritual way.” 


The General Assembly enthusiastically adopted 
the following resolution: 


“The Assembly urges the synods to follow the good 
example of the synods of Alabama, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, and Virginia in making special provisions for the 
spiritual interests of young men from Presbyterian homes, 
who are students in State institutions, and directs the Execu- 
tive Committee to continue the work of presenting to them 
the claims of the gospel ministry.” 


Dr. Shedd in his book gives an interesting sketch 
of the beginning of the work in 1899, by Rev. 
David J. Woods, with the support of the Presbytery 
of Montgomery at the church located near the Vir- 
ginia Polytechnic Institute, and of the work at the 
University of Texas in Austin in 1900. 

This Committee has been in closest touch with 
the Committee of Religious Education, about pro- 
viding in the local church courses of Bible Study on 
such a grade that the student may be helped as he 
must face the problems presented in a college course. 
The Apostle Paul spoke of the fact that when he 
was a child he spake and understood and thought as 
a child, but when he became a man he put away 
childish things. The transition from the thought of 
the child to the understanding of the man is one of 
the most serious epochs in the life of youth. 

There is great need for the fullest coéperation in 
the development of the teaching function of the 
Church at the seats of these institutions of higher 
education, and also of maintaining courses of study 
in the local churches on such a grade that the 
student returning from college may be held in the 
church. 

The Committee on Christian Education has con- 
stantly held to its purpose: (1) of seeing that the 
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youth in colleges and universities are faced with the 
problem of life’s work, (2) that our own colleges 
continue to develop and maintain an atmosphere in 
which spiritual character may be developed, and (3) 
to try to arouse the synods to a clearer sense of 
their obligation to follow the Presbyterian students 
who go to the state and independent colleges and 
universities. 

For many years it was exceedingly difficult to 
arouse the synods. This Committee then asked the 
General Assembly for permission to allocate $25,000 
a year to challenge the churches and synods to 
greater liberality. Immediately we began to secure 
a different grade of pastor, and in many instances 
student pastors or secretaries for the churches at 
these centers. We continued these appropriations 
until the time of the depression. We then began to 
do everything we could to induce the synods to 
assume the full responsibility. Real progress has 
been made along this line but much remains yet to 
be done. 

There are more than one hundred of these centers 
within the bounds of our Church. It would be im- 
possible under the present financial plans of our 
Church for all of this work to be done through a 
central agency. 

We have made repeated efforts to show the 
Church that this presents one of the greatest home- 
mission fields into which the Church could enter. 
Here are being trained the men and women who 
will go out to serve the home, the church, the state, 
the nation, and the world. 

There has come an insistent demand that we have 
some organization to reach the campus. Formerly 
we worked in closest connection with the Y.M.C.A. 
and the Y.W.C.A. In a few instances these Associa- 
tions are still rendering a great and needed service, 
but in many they have practically passed out. At 
one of the first meetings of the “Church Workers in 
State Universities,” Dr. John R. Mott, who had 
skillfully shaped and effectually led the Student De- 
partment of the Y.M.C.A., declared, “One of the 
greatest dangers is that students will lose their moor- 
ing with reference to the church, and those who 
have never been related to the church will not come 
into vital relationship to it.” 

After mature consideration the Presbyterian Edu- 
cational Association of the South and its group of 
student pastors and workers agreed that a very sim- 
ple organization, the Presbyterian Student Associa- 
tion, should be erected. 

The purpose of the P.S.A. is to reach onto the 
campus, and to unite the Presbyterian students who 


at this time are giving much of their energy to 
other organizations, with the distinct purpose of 
trying to center more of their thought and activity 
in the local church. No plans have been made to 
carry the P.S.A. beyond the bounds of a synod. In 
several synods a conference from Friday afternoon 
to Monday morning has been held. To this the rep- 
resentatives of the P.S.A. in the junior colleges, 
colleges and universities of the synod are called to- 
gether. 

There has been no effort or any thought of draw- 
ing these students away from the summer confer- 
ences which are under the control of the various 
synods. There has been no thought of any separa- 
tion of this work from the other agencies of pres- 
bytery, synod or General Assembly. In all the work 
of the Executive Committee of Christian Education 
there has been before us the ideal of the fullest and 
most sympathetic and helpful codperation with 
every agency and every group throughout the en- 
tire Church. ; 

In a report to the Council of Church Boards of 
Education of the Committee on Religious Work in 
State Institutions of Higher Education, we stated in 


1905: 


“God has greatly blessed the work and the workers. The 
task is large and complicated, the workers few in number 
and their material equipment and resources meager, but the 
spiritual results seen in the decisions made for the Christian 
life, in the reconsecration of Christian students to a life of 
larger service, and in the greatly increased interest in 
systematic Bible study and the work of the Church in gen- 
eral, are so out of proportion to the human agencies em- 
ployed that they give new evidence of the presence and 
power of God within his church.” 


The Church has a distinct field in its own col- 
leges. They are the West Point and Annapolis of 
the Church. They are giving a broad cultural train- 
ing, that cannot be secured elsewhere, to those who 
will serve the Church in the largest way. 

There is no conflict between this work and the 
work among the thousands of students in the other 
institutions of higher education. There is a loud 
call for all the synods to appreciate more fully their 
responsibility for these students. They come from 
every part of the state, and after they have received 
their education they will doubtless return to every 
part of the synod, where they may be of largest 
service to the home, the church, the school, the 
state and the world. 

Here is a field in which all the agencies of the 
Church should be vitally interested and show the 
largest measure of codperation. 
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AT THE INSISTENCE OF SOME OF THOSE WHO ARE 
giving their life’s blood that the Ministers’ Annuity 
Fund may this year become a reality, I am glad to 
write this article. I hope and pray that it will be 
used of our Lord, the great Head of the Church, 
who said, “Forsake not the Levite,” and “The la- 
borer is worthy of his hire,” in helping to complete 
this great Unfinished Task of our Church. 

What I am going to say is not theory. Neither 
is it found in the wisdom of man. Nor is it a “per- 
haps” of what might be accomplished. All in this arti- 
cle comes out of (1) the Scriptures, (2) four years’ 
experience, (3) facts and figures from churches 
that have put to the test and found to be sane, 
sensible, and satisfactory a plan that will raise in three 
months the initial fund to establish the Ministers’ 
Annuity Fund. It seems that enough has been 
written and said on the fund. What is needed is 
action, earnest work, recognition of individual re- 
sponsibility, a sense of urgency. 

The Ministers’ Annuity Fund has reached a 

crucial moment. The outstanding need is for every 
pastor to do something about it. The ministers, 
backed up by their sessions and boards of deacons, 
can do it and do it in a glorious way. We have 
sufficient money and machinery to put it over. 
What is needed is for the ministers, elders, and 
deacons to take hold of this task in the light of the 
Scriptural teaching concerning money. 
_ Tam quite sure that the Ministers’ Annuity Fund 
1s approved by Scripture and by the Lord of the 
Vineyard. I doubt very much if you can find a sub- 
ject that is more vitally connected with Scriptural 
teaching of tithing than is the Ministers’ Annuity 
Fund. 

The Levites had no inheritance in Israel. In 
Numbers 18:20-32 we have the record of God’s 
provision for them. Four times in this passage God 
says that the Levite has no inheritance. The sys- 
tem of tithing provided for, the Levite as well as for 
the Temple service: 

“And unto the children of Levi, behold, I have 
given all the tithe in Israel for an inheritance, in 
return for their service which they serve, even the 
service of the tent of meeting. .. . For the tithe of 


*Rev. G. L. Whiteley is pastor of the Belmont Church, Roanoke, 
Va., in which the Belmont Plan originated. 
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The Ministers’ Annuity Fund 
In the Light of the Belmont Covenant Plan 


By G. L. WHITELEY* 





the children of Israel... 1 have given to the Levites 
for an inheritance: therefore 1 have said unto them, 
Among the children of Israel they shall have no in- 
beritance.” (Numbers 18:21, 24) A.S.V. 

Certainly the minister of today, and always, has 
no inheritance; that is, he is denied the opportunity 
of business whereby he might lay up enough to take 
care of him in old age and in years when his useful- 
ness is gone. If any minister doubts this, let him 
begin to speculate and invest and try to make 
money; and he will soon wake up to the fact that 
business in the world as it is today and a successful 
pastorate cannot be carried on by the same person. 
Congregations do not want a pastor who is absorbed 
in schemes of making money, even though these 
schemes may not be crooked. God has given a 
standard by which his servants can be taken care 
of while active, and also when they become disabled. 

Along with any work that the Lord lays upon 
his people, he supplies the means, the method, and 
the ability by which to accomplish it. Jehovah 
said to Moses, “Go, and certainly I will be with 
thee.” The Church feels that the plan for disabled 
and retired ministers has been laid upon her by the 
Lord. If she will approach the task in the light of 
God’s method, whereby the Levite of the Old 
Testament was taken care of, the Church in three 
months can set the Ministers’ Annuity Fund in 
operation. 

I have before me definite reports from 236 
churches, representing a cross-section of our Gen- 
eral Assembly. The figures show what has been and 
can be done when ministers, elders, deacons, and 
congregations want to do a job according to God’s 
specifications. In 1934 these churches put on the 
Belmont Covenant Plan for one-quarter of the 
year, or thirteen weeks. They contributed during 
this period $197,135 over and above their regular 
offerings. These churches are of the average. 

Since 236 churches using the Belmont Covenant 
Plan did this, don’t you think it behooves the 2,944 
strong churches with regular pastors to take hold 
of the Ministers’ Annuity Fund, and put over this 
big thing in a big way by using God’s big method? 
To think that the $3,000,000 can be completed in 
thirteen weeks by this method is a challenge it 
seems no pastor would refuse. 
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Can Be Increased!’ 


THE WAY SOME PEOPLE TALK ABOUT DECREASES IN 
enrollment and attendance in the Sunday church 
schools in the United States one would think the 
Sunday church school is on the toboggan and that 
everyone is riding it. When individuals or organ- 
izations start downward, some people are ready to 
help them on their way and 
are wholesale in their con- 
demnation. The facts do not 
justify such a conclusion with 
reference to the church 
school. 

Many schools have closed, 


and many denominations are 
deep in the red, but the other 
side of the story is that other 
thousands of schools are showing marked increases 
in enrollment and attendance, and many denomina- 
tions are reporting increases in their totals. 


ligious Education. 


Many Schools Show Increases 


This is the answer to the question implied in the 
heading of this article. We know that Sunday 
church school attendance can be increased because 
increases are taking place. I have before me a num- 
ber of interesting facts: 

For a number of years the Toledo Sunday School 
Association has annually directed an increase at- 
tendance campaign in the Sunday church schools of 
Toledo, Ohio. A recent report shows that, notwith- 
standing a loss in population, there has been a gain 
of 27% in Sunday-school membership since 1934. 
A larger increase is shown this year in spite of the 
fact that there is an unemployment problem greater 
than during the depression years. 

A statistical study by one of the major denomina- 
tions, covering 14,810 pastoral charges, averaging 
one and one half schools each, in an effort to de- 
termine the number that have shown gains, the 
number that have shown losses, and the number 
reporting no change in average attendance in a 
period of fifteen years, reveals these interesting 
facts: 5,941 report gains, 8,533 reports losses, and 
336 report no change. While figures show that 
there has been a net loss of about 17% in average 
attendance, it is significant to note that so large a 


*Secretary, Division of Religious Education in the Local Church, 
Methodist Episcopal Board of Education. 
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“Sunday Church School Attendance 


This article is one in a series on the general 
theme, “Extending the Outreach of Chris- 
tian Education.” The Protestant forces of 
the United States and Canada are giving 
especial emphasis this year to this matter of 
extending and increasing Sunday-school at- 
tendance and other phases of Christian edu- 


; cation. These articles are made available 
others have lost in numbers, through the International Council of Re- 


By MERLE N. ENGLISH* 


percentage of the charges (43%) have shown gains, 
It is to these schools we must look for guidance in 
how we may turn losses into gains. 

Before me are reports that have just come to hand 
from a number of schools that have had increases 
in the last few months. They are widely separated 
as to geography and come 
from a variety of typical com- 
munities. Here are a few ran- 
dom examples: 

Vermont, an industrial vil- 
lage, attendance increased 
from 59 to 91, a gain of 34 
pupils or slightly less than 
60%. Michigan, a large city, 
attendance has gone from 250 
to 300, an increase of 50 or 
20%. Illinois, a small city, laboring and trades peo- 
ple, an increase of 10%; another small village and 
farming community, the attendance has gone from 
72 to 97, a gain of 25 or about 33 1/3%; still an- 
other, two schools on a rural circuit show an in- 
crease of 100%. Indiana, a railroad-center village, 
attendance has gone from 128 to 147, an increase of 
17 or 13%. Oklahoma, a rural village, attendance 
has increased from 43 to 75, a gain of 32 or 80%. 
California, small agricultural city, attendance has 
gone from 4o to 85, a gain of 45 or 112%. Michi- 
gan, industrial and farming community, 73 to 119, 
a gain of 37 or 50%. lowa, small city of railroad 
laborers and farmers, attendance increased from 421 
to 560, an increase of 139 or 33 1/3%. West Vir- 
ginia, a group of five churches all show increases, 
some as much as 100%, these increases being almost 
entirely men. The average attendance has increased 
over 1400 in this one district. New York, a small 
city, a gain of 157 or 90% in a few recent months. 
Oklahoma, a district superintendent reports in- 
creases in almost every Sunday church school in 
his district. California, a large suburban city, set 
20% increase as its goal. Within a few weeks it had 
reached 18%. Several classes exceeded 20%, and a 
young married people’s class showed a 98% increase. 
Indiana, small industrial city, increased from 222 to 
315, an increase of 93 or 42%. Open country church 
increased from 60 to 120, a gain of 60 or 100%. 

Instances like these could be multiplied practically 
by the hundreds and will be found in all of the 
denominations. 
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No Magic in Their Methods 

There seems to be no magic in the plans fol- 
lowed and reported by these schools. They consist 
of the simple things that can be done by any school 
in any community. If there is a real concern for 
people, something of the passion of the Master, and 
a clearly thought out plan of procedure, increases 
will be the result. 

A summary of the things done by these schools 
include the following: A survey of the community 
to determine who is not attending; organized effort 
to reach these persons; a conscientious follow-up 
of all absentees; reénlistment of those who have 
dropped out; emphasis upon greater regularity in 
attendance; personal work on the part of teachers 
and pupils; pastor’s emphasis on the church school 
in all home visitations; reorganization of the church 
school in the interest of greater effectiveness; better 
teachers systematically trained for their work; em- 
phasis upon the spiritual life; provision for social 
life and development of a spirit of fellowship; con- 
tests have been only a minor factor, though the 
recognition of achievement quite common. 


A Three-Point Program 


One denomination has reduced its plans for in- 
creasing attendance to what it calls a three-point 
program: 

1. Hold those you have. This can be done by 
careful attention to the follow-up of all absentees. 
An alert enrollment committee with a superintend- 


ent or secretary who will check each week on 
absentees and see that they are called upon by the 
teacher, members of the class, or the pastor, has 
been known to lift the attendance as much as 
twenty-five to forty per cent in a few weeks’ time. 
People like to know they are missed. They re- 
spond to attention. There is no substitute for the 
personal interest of the teacher in each pupil. If 
we could prevent the losses that occur because of 
neglect, we would find most of the church-school 
buildings unable to contain the numbers attending. 
2. Enlist new persons. A careful survey of the 
people of the community will reveal multitudes who 
should be in the Sunday church schools of the 
community. Many of these will be found in the 
homes of the church—children, young people, and 
adults—and others in the non-churched homes. 
Communities where people are moving in every 
week should produce new prospects. A welcome 
from the church will be greatly appreciated. 
Careful attention should be given to those who 
have dropped out of the church school, and it 
should be ascertained why they ceased to attend. 
In many cases it will be found this was due to con- 
ditions which can be remedied easily. More often 
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than not it will be because the habit was broken by 
absence from home, by illness, by circumstances 
which no longer affect or hinder attendance, or by 
the irregularity or inefficiency of a teacher. A care- 
ful cultivation of the homes is all-important. This 
will establish friendly relationships resulting in the 
happy situation described by one superintendent, 
“We have excellent home coéperation. Our parents 
want the children to attend.” Newspaper publicity 
emphasizing the importance of church school at- 
tendance and telling of the attractive features of 
your school will create interest. Coéperative effort 
enlisting all the churches and organizations will 
make possible the type of community survey and 
mass appeal that no single church can achieve. 

3. Improve the program of the school to make the 
increases permanent. Many schools do not have in- 
creases, and others that do have them do not hold 
them, because the schools do not seem worth while. 
Many church schools have not moved forward as 
have public schools and other community agencies. 
To be successful, a church school must meet 
personal needs, maintain meaningful services of 
worship, use modern methods, provide pupils and 
teachers with the best materials, and have buildings 
and equipment that are attractive and adequate. 
Schools which stress vital religion and its meaning 
for life today, cultivate personal experience, exalt 
Christ, the Bible, the home, and the church, are 
growing both in numbers and power. 

The teaching staff is all-important. The best and 
only the best people in the community should be 
used. Such people will respond if the program is 
one worthy of their efforts. Every church should 
maintain a program for the enlistment, the improve- 
ment, and the training of its teachers. A recent 
study reveals that item one in the reasons given for 
increases in a large number of schools was, “Better 
trained teachers.” Item one in the list of schools 
showing decreases was, “Lack of sufficient number 
of qualified teachers.” 

Stand off and look at your school. Ask yourself 
what is there in your school that will make it worth 
the while of a boy or girl, young man or woman, 
or an adult, to attend. 


A Local Problem 


This, like most of the other problems of the 
church, is a local problem. The reasons assigned for 
decline in attendance are many. Some of these may 
be valid, but they should not be used as an alibi. 
Most of them can be overcome. The scores and 
hundreds of “unreached” all around us are evi- 
dence of the fact that the people are at hand. If 
there is an earnest desire to bring them in, many 
will respond. 
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Plans, materials, devices of various kinds suggested 
by overhead organizations like denominational 
boards, state councils of religious education, state 
councils of churches, etc., have their value, but only 
as aids to loal initiative and devotion. Long-range 
operations will not get results. These come only 
through local hand to hand effort. One person, thor- 
oughly committed to the upbuilding of a Sunday 
church school, who will make it his or her business 
to contact one person a day, will have the joy of 
witnessing a week by week increase in the attend- 
ance of persons who otherwise would not attend. 
Multiply this by two, by ten, by twenty, etc., and 
what a result will be achieved! Recently a pastor 
and the Sunday church school superintendent of a 
small Wisconsin city attended a meeting where this 
subject was under discussion. They went home 
determined to do something about it, and they did. 
Within a few weeks that Sunday school had in- 
creased its average attendance by fifty, of whom 
thirty were new members of the school. 


The motives to which the appeal is made are all 
important. If numbers are the only object, they 
can be secured by various types of contests, rewards, 
etc. However, increases by such methods are seldom 
permanent and frequently the results are harmful. 
The motives used and thereby strengthened are 
the very ones Christian education should supplant 
with higher motives. The emphasis should not be 
on numbers for the sake of numbers but upon per- 
sons and the service which in Christ’s name can be 
rendered. Only this motivation will make for per- 
manent results. People need God, and never more 
than in these days. God needs people, and never 
more than in these days. We face this as God’s 
task. We are His helpers in an enterprise upon 
which the future of civilization depends. If we go 
forward, not in our own strength, but with a sense 
of His strength, His power, and His companionship, 
we will win multitudes to the Sunday church school, 
to the church, and to God. 





Children and Social Realities 


—How Can Children Be Introduced to Social Real- 
ities and Retain a Necessary Sense of Security? 


By A. J. Wm. MYERS* 


LIKE A GOOD TENT, THIS SUBJECT DIVIDES ITSELF INTO 
three sections: 
1. Children Are in Social Situations. 
2. Helping Children Face Social Situations Intel- 
ligently. 
3. Basic Philosophy. 


1. Children Are in Social Situations 


They cannot be kept from knowing a good deal 
about what is going on. This is very important to 
remember. It is not a question of whether they 
shall be thrust into the social milieu or not. They 
are already in it. The religious educator is not creat- 
ing unpleasant conditions. They exist. The only 
question is how to help children face them intelli- 
gently from the point of view both of self and 
society and, if possible, to do something, however 
small, to improve matters. 

Perhaps, after all, this point is not quite so ob- 
vious to all as it seems to some. Consider a child 
in a home where the father is out of work. Every- 
thing around him screams, “Your dad is out of 


*Professor, Religious Education, Hartford Seminary Foundation, 
Hartford, Conn. 
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work.” His food, clothes, house, the attitude in the 
home, the despair, the conversation, the continuous 
chorus of “We can’t afford it!” over every little 
thing, the shadow of the rent coming due, the 
grocery bills—all these things engrave themselves 
deeply on the child’s mind. 

If these should by any chance fail, there are the 
outspoken remarks of playmates and neighbors: 
“You're on relief.” “Is your father working yet?” 
And less kindly remarks about the “no-goods who 
don’t want work.” 

The superintendent of a primary department 
asked the children to suggest what they would like 
to have in the prayer. Billy, aged six, from a good 
home, said, ““That daddy may get work.” 

Then there are the school situations: The tensions 
between white, Negro, Jew; the autocracy, some- 
times tyranny of teachers; the friction between two 
generations in the home—parents and adolescents; 
and the talk of war and playing at war. 

Of course, it may be thought that children of the 
well-to-do and the rich are exempt from such diffi- 
culties. This is a superficial view. Nothing in these 
homes is more talked of than the depression, the 
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market, the iniquitous taxes, loss of dividends, the 
awfulness of giving good money to the lazy trash 
who won’t work and who ought to be made to 
work or let starve. There is the constant possession 
of things. It is difficult to know who are more 
sinned against, children of “the rich” or “the poor.” 
Both need help to take a more intelligent view of 
conditions, and both need help to take a high moral 
and religious attitude and to stand by their convic- 
tions and work together for the common good. 


2. Helping Children Face Social Situations In- 
telligently 


The question for religious people, then, is not 
whether children shall be thrust into social situa- 
tions, but how, finding them already there, we can 
help them face these conditions intelligently, help- 
fully, and in the spirit of the Master. 

A good starting point is the Charter for Children 
worked out at the White House Conference. One 
plank that a representative group of citizens (as 
citizens, not primarily as religious leaders) claimed 
for every child is spiritual training to help him 
stand up under the pressure of life. The pressure 
of life! How terrible it is at times. All of us need 
great support here. 

‘Two or three examples of helpful approaches will 
suggest principles which may serve as guideposts 
until fuller experience is gained. 

One family had but a small income. Every cent 
had to be squeezed to meet the needs. The parents 
were wise. They knew that children are intelligent, 
ready to sacrifice, and loving. They took them into 
full partnership. When money was received the 
whole family discussed it. When anything new was 
to be bought a family council considered every pos- 
sible aspect of the investment and of the article. 
Each member of the family had his share of the 
income and each knew how much was needed for 
milk, groceries, rent, clothes, and so on, and how 
any loss through neglect or carelessness or extrava- 
gance created a serious problem and necessitated 
skimping in something else. In the budgeting, doing 
something for others was not omitted. 

The family life was one of the happiest. The 
parents found, as is the rule and not the exception, 
that the children understood, entered intelligently 
into the fellowship, and were as economical and 
careful as the parents themselves. They were be- 
ing educated in the best way by planning to meet 
the inevitable social situations intelligently and to 
get a great deal of joy in doing it. Indeed children 
do not crave things to make them happy until they 
are spoiled by their elders. 

Many churches give baskets of food at Thanks- 
giving and Christmas. Often the children are asked 
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“to bring money to send a basket to some poor 
family.” The children ask their parents for money 
and drop it in the plate, and that is all they know 
about it. The basket is helpful to the needy family, 
but it has little religious value to the children. It 
may have an element of harm if it suggests social 
classes and that they of a superior class are helping 
“the poor.” 

But facing such a need may become a real learn- 
ing situation. A boy in an Italian family was hit 
by an automobile. The class of Juniors selected this 
family to help. Two boys called at the home and 
themselves talked to the parents and to the injured 
boy. They were greatly impressed, and when they 
met their class were serious and sobered. They had 
never seen the results of careless driving before nor 
(though not rich) such a home. They reported to 
the class in no formal manner and conveyed to the 
others their own feelings. The giving was a genuine 
expression of their own interest and desire, and, 
naturally, was more generous than it otherwise 
would have been. They took the hamper to the 
home and added things especially appropriate for 
the injured lad. 

It did not end there. Several major discussions 
ensued. These children were all interested in learn- 
ing to drive and were looking forward to the time 
when they would be old enough to get licenses. 
Now they considered the need for betters laws, for 
driving with the utmost care, and for observing 
the rules of the road. 


Another subject for discussion was why some 
families are in such need. Three causes were dis- 
covered: (a) The handicap of immigrants who do 
not know the language or customs and have to take 
the cheapest sort of work; (b) The advantage taken 
of them because they are foreign by employers, 
many of them old “American” families; (c) A third 
cause was drink which affected all classes. 

Because the discussions arose out of their own 
experience, they had reality, a fiber and texture that 
they grasped. It was part of their being. In the 
study these children discovered for themselves the 
prejudices of their elders, and learned something of 
the complexity of apparently simple social prob- 
lems, and how long it might take to bring about 
any considerable change. In facing this situation 
and bringing to bear on it all of the facts they could, 
and driven and inspired by their own feelings and 
aspirations, the pupils visibly matured, and vital 
stirrings took place in their inner life from which 
character is expressed. 

Incidentally it is a fact that not infrequently 
youthful leaders and adult counselors often create 
their own problems. 
















A number of principles stand out clearly as guide 
posts. A few only are here set down. 

1. Actual situations in the experience of the 
group, not theoretical or second-hand cases, are 
essential. 

2. There must be both constructive study and 
helpfulness. Either alone is. not enough. 

3- Doing something intelligently to improve a 
bad situation gives a certain solid sense of power 
and breeds courage and hope. 

4. Working with people (not simply for them) 
creates friendship and mutual appreciation, both of 
which are basic if there is ever to be any security 
anywhere. 


3. A Basic Philosophy 


The question set in the assigned topic is not only, 
“How can children be introduced to social reality,” 
but also, “How are they to retain a necessary sense 
of security?” 

One must hasten to say first of all that if there is 
no security any attempt to develop such a sense is 
a conspiracy of falsehood against children and is 
diametrically opposed to religion. It is not a virtue 
but a crime to say, “Peace, peace,” when there is no 
peace. Any false security is a menace; and pre- 
tended sense of security is hypocrisy. A Protestant 
church will not attempt to cultivate any false sense 
of security in the social realm however much wish- 
ful thinking may impel it in that direction. 

The most important service of all that religion 
can perform (in addition to the intelligent facing of 
actual situations) is intangible, and it is difficult to 
get a hearing for anything that has to do with the 
philosophy of life. Many are impatient with the 
very term. They want to attend a committee meet- 
ing or organize a new church, or dash around do- 
ing something else. Nevertheless one’s attitude or 
philosophy is most important of all. 

To put it dogmatically, no one can be secure if 


he is dependent on material things. This is one 
reason why some of the ultra rich are most unhappy. 
They may have everything money can buy, but 
money cannot buy happiness or a real sense of 
security. Grapes do not grow on thorns nor figs 
on thistles. The sense of security is experienced by 
people like St. Francis and others. Jesus had a 
perfect sense of security. 


The only way to overcome the world, to have a: 


sense of security, is to be independent of things. 
This is not to underestimate the contribution 
wealth may make to life. There is one aspect of life 
in the United States and Canada that may well cause 
serious concern. It sometimes seems as if thousands 
were pathetically dependent on things for what they 
call happiness—on automobiles and the burning up 
of gasoline on roads; on commercial amusements, 
on food and drink and fine clothes—with such a 
basic philosophy there never can be any real se- 
curity. 

Life itself may be enjoyed day by day. Its sim- 
plest pleasures give great joy—the flowers, the 
birds, the people, the group itself. Such people are 
not afraid to be alone or to have silence in a party 
or to be still. They seem to face life and to be 
unafraid. Each day seems good, the toil, the priva- 
tion, and the simple delights. In as far as this is 
true here or across the ocean—and it is true of many 
on both sides—it means they have attained one 
secret of life at last. They have security. It is re- 
markable how little value Jesus gave to possessions, 
and yet no one has been more radiantly happy. 

The church, by precept and especially by exam- 
ple, can do much to help children to enjoy life, and 
not merely the artificial things money can buy. But 
obviously the homes must be enlisted. If the aim of 
the home is to keep up with the Joneses, little can 
be done. But the church can help parents. Adult 
religious education is the answer to much of this 
problem. 





Churches of Distinction “C’ Group 


By HENRY W. McLAUGHLIN 


THIS IS THE FOURTH CONSECUTIVE YEAR THAT WE 
have published the lists of Churches of Distinction. 
The reader will notice the large percentage of 
churches which have been listed for four consecu- 
tive years. The starred churches, showing that they 
are repeaters, with few exceptions maintain one or 
more outpost Sunday schools. 
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The following is a list of the churches and groups 
reporting a church membership over two hundred, 
having a Sunday-school enrollment larger than the 
church membership, a spiritual birth rate of 5% or 
more, and contributing to at least four benevolent 
causes, 
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1e Ch. S.S. Rec'd Sp'r 
y. Synod Presbytery Church or Group Pastor Mem. Enr. P.F. B.R. 
at Ris tenet eens North Alabama...... ***Anniston, Central..J. E. Stauffer. ...... 240 745 29 12 
of ApPAMAGHIB. f\ocee eee as IRPIN@GOR::....... 00s « ~~ tl Je Wemeral........ 48 571 45 10 
| re W. Asheville......... oo ee 361 432 31 8 
3s ***Black Mountain...G. F. Bell, D.D....... 214 223 20 9 
y Ree ***Newport Group....D. C. Amick......... 250 488 18 7 
: Cold Spring..........C. W. Kernan........ 202 215 20 9 
. Knoxville............ *Middlesboro, First...A. H. Doak.......... 297 316 29 9 | 
**Madisonville Group.C. McCoy Franklin... 241 374 22 8 * 
a: **Farner Group......S. M. Wolfe......... 227 341 22 9 
ApwANEAS. 2th. os WORANARES, 266505 ss <'s *Graham Memorial...J. V. Cobb..... x: ee 312 19 6 
S- FEMA ..<.:c keertuceiee tes QS eee eee 0 ae E. N. Caldwell...... 350 440 23 6 
yn a. ee ee ***St. Petersburg, 
fe | Ge ee taeaeee. E, R. Barnard....... 311 550 20 6 
oa t,C. Peart... .. 5. 215 290 21 9 
se Suwannee... ....<... > *S. Jacksonville. .....S. T. Harvin......... 200 205 24 12 
ds | Perera er re a *Savannah Group....A. M. Martin........ 271 380 15 5 
LOUISIANA: 6) oa 5 'ocis septs New Orleans......... ee ee Ca 255 292 16 6 
~y WGRONIET on 5c hev-cao Goon Upper Missouri. ..... ***St. Joseph, R’side..E. C. Hunt.......... 295 478 36 12 
Ip Kansas City, N’east..C. D. Wardlaw....... 272 275 14 5 
rs: **Kansas City, West- 
? BRUINS sis Soa05-8,0% 50.3 Fat. Watson. ....... 301 353 16 5 
a NorTH CAROLINA......... Albemarle........... Howard Memorial....Chester Alexander.... 405 425 30 7 
e- ***Williamston....... Z. T. Piephoff........ 233 275 16 6 
*Farmville Group. ...H. M. Wilson........ 250 326 iS 5 
Concosd 3535 555. Prospect... foi6. 2. C. D. Denham....... 278 334 17 6 
n- **West Marion Gr...J. C. Story.......... 224 281 19 8 
he Fayetteville.......... Mt. Pizgah Group....P. H. Biddle......... 500 515 77 15 
Dunn Group......... A. R. McQueen...... 327 332 31 9 
ire Kings Mountain...... *Kings Mountain..... Ss | eee 288 363 16 5 
ty Mecklenburg......... Charlotte, Wilmore. ..S. B. McLean........ 311 355 20 6 
Fropewell. <...o.cs. ss C. W. Sommerville... 203 228 21 10 
be **Marston Group..... on a CO. Se 299 337 17 5 
ra- **Waxhaw Group. ...E. V. Wiley.......... 330 332 20 6 
; Wilmington.......... **Immanuel......... F. S. Johnston....... 286 288 17 5 
s Winston-Salem....... ***Mount Airy Group.J. K. Fleming........ 210 269 33 15 
ny Cooleemee Group..... 1 Se, Se i 288 301 16 5 
ne eT eee IIR 9.0 6:5 )0 «nn ves *Beal Heights........M.L. Baker......... 232 312 21 9 
SouTH CAROLINA......... Ser **Spartanburg, 2nd...J. D. Henderson...... 470 480 35 7 
re- *Monaghan..........C. E. Piephoff....... 230 240 16 6 
ns, Cw Gay bin 5 is 8 Chesterfield Group....J. A. McIntyre....... 233 304 18 7 
South Carolina....... Liberty Springs Gr....F. T. McGill......... 304 313 18 5 
ci eee eate © ORS. vest ovate ***Houston, Third....R. A. Deison......... 285 356 32 11 
m- Houston Central Park.H. H. Hooper........ 274 325 18 6 
nd BIRO Soe Sak aia'a' 8 Denton, First........ W. F. Galbraith...... 293 305 18 6 
RS eee ***Kilgore, First... .. 8k, OE pn ae 601 762 39 6 
ut Texas-Mexican....... ***San Antonio Mex. 
of I sk 5 ot J. L. C. Guerrero..... 378 468 19 5 
: VIR aa East Hanover........ **Fairfield Group..... C. C. Crawford...... 208 246 19 9 
an *Brunswick Group....M. B. Heizer........ 257 281 16 6 
ult **Hopewell Group....W. E. Hill, Jr........ 756 1242 50 6 
his **Ashland Group..... +.B; Sowtnall. ....... 258 265 15 5 
Lexington... <<< «<< *Franklin Group..... oD ie a 403 465 23 5 
*Collierstown........ D. McD. Monroe..... 220 269 24 10 
Mt. Zion Group...... J. T. Williams....... 232 246 17 7 
Montgomery......... **Buchanan Group. ..C. N. Faulconer...... 278 328 39 14 
***McAllister Mem’l..L. H. Patterson...... 470 756 105 22 
Mastin 6.45868 dak **Cradock Group..... — See 323 399 29 8 
*Armstrong Mem’l....]. M. McKnight..... 220 225 17 7 
ee C. J. Hollandsworth.. 612 675 41 6 
West Hanover....... Massies’ Mill Group. .A. T. Francis........ 316 339 22 6 
Winchester... ..<...< «+ *Gerrardstown Gr....T. H. Daffin......... 248 431 14 5 
Martinsburg......... Ae) a 675 711 57 8 
*Moorefield.......... Allen Jones.......... 278 304 26 9 
Opequon Group...... E. S. McGavock..... 252 466 20 7 
**Thomas Group...../ oe ee 217 345 34 15 
Se Cae xis wes 204 284 20 9 
Ips *Charles Town....... G. G. Sydnor........ 522 658 51 9 
ed WEsT VIRGINIA.......... Greenbrier.) ...<...4.. CNS GIGUD.. os. 000s (et, | re 203 233 11 5 
’ >| {aes ae eae 468 535 26 5 
the TN Sonics cases St, Albans......... at i) Se 364 376 #819 5 
or 





*Two years. 
ent **Three years. 
***Four years. 
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NOTICE 


Since Day by Day, our Church’s new devotional quarterly, now contains the material that 
formerly appeared under the heading “Day by Day Worship in the Home,” the PRrespyTERIAN 


Survey will not carry this section in the future. 





Day by Day 


is received with enthusiasm. 


COMMENTS BY CHURCH LEADERS 


“Am delighted that you are getting out the 
Day by Day devotional help. It is a vast improve- 
ment over the old way of having a Prayer Cal- 
endar.”—Frank P. ANDERSON. 


Day by Day is clear, concise, and full of in- 
formation as well as inspiration. No home can 
afford to be without it. I cannot commend it too 
strongly.”—Mrs. Cart BRAMLETT. 


“We are well pleased with Day by Day.” 
—W.s. J. GAMMon. 


“I am most enthusiastic in endorsing this new 
venture and will give you my fullest support.” 
—Marsna.t S. Woopson. 


“Day by Day may well prove an open door to 
the power of the Holy Spirit, resulting in illu- 
mined and transformed homes.” 

—Mrs. Frances R. CRAwForp. 


“The size of Day by Day is just right; the 
material is excellent; the contents are Church- 


centered, but more important, they are Christ- 
centered.”—ANNIE TATE JENKINS. 


“T am highly delighted with Day by Day.” 
—Ws. T. Reviere. 


“Day by Day provides so much for so little, in 
such usable, convenient form! My sincere hope 
and prayer is that it will be found and used by 
every home.”—Mnrs. GrorcE SMITH. 


“Day by Day is an answer to a real need in 
our Church. Other denominations have made 
provision for just such a booklet, and we wel- 
come this devotional quarterly as our own 
Church-provided guide for personal and family 
worship in the home.”—Janrze W. McGaucuey. 


“We ... rejoice that we will be able to offer 
this splendid devotional pamphlet to our people.” 
—A.Ton H. Grasure. 


“T like the inclusion of the prayer topic, which 
makes it of special value to our Church.” 
—C. H. Maury. 


“The new devotional quarterly Day by Day is 
a dream come true. The beautiful cover inspires 
worship before the book is even opened. I thrill 
to think what a joy and blessing it will be in 
every home in which it is used.” 
—Mrs. Davip McMILtan. 





Prices: Five or more copies to one address, 7¢ each per quarter. 
Single subscriptions, 40¢ a year. 


PRESBYTERIAN COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATION 


Richmond, Virginia 


Texarkana, Texas 
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... PLANNING AND WORKING... 











A Church-Wide 

Observance of 

Foreign Mission — 
Season 


Following the recommendation of 
our General Assembly, plans have 
been made for a Church-wide observ- 
ance of the Foreign Mission Season, 
each organization and every individual 
of the church participating. A leaflet 
“Announcing” plans for the Season 
has been sent to ministers and organi- 
zation leaders in the local churches. 
This plan was completely outlined in 
the December Survey, page 594. 


The Presbyterian 
Foundation 


From time to time many devoted 
and consecrated members of our 
Church have given real estate or sums 
of money, usually in wills, to different 
causes of our Church. Others desire to 
do so, but hesitate because of the com- 
plications of giving to several bene- 
ficiaries. Presbyterian Foundation Day 
is for the express purpose of giving 
information as to the service available 
through the Presbyterian Foundation, 
which was established by the General 
Assembly to make it easy for one to 
give or leave money or real estate to 
any approved benevolence of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States, 
to be divided among various causes, or 
held in trust for any one cause or 
causes. It has the same functions as a 
trust company among our banking in- 
stitutions. It will act as executor or 
trustee for anyone desiring to make a 
direct gift while living, or by will, to 
the institutions, executive committees, 
boards, or other agencies of our 
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Church, either for presbyterial, synod- 
ical, or Assembly causes. It affords an 
easy, inexpensive, and sure way of 
dividing a gift or bequest, either small 
or large, among a number of causes. 
For particular information write 
R. A. Dunn, President of Board, 
Presbyterian Foundation, 
Commercial National Bank, 
Charlotte, North Carolina. 


The Women of the 
Church 


AUXILIARY EXECUTIVE BOARD 
MEETING 


January brings to the auxiliary presi- 
dent perhaps one of her most im- 
portant executive board meetings of 
the year. Not only does it introduce 
the New Year of the calendar with its 
resolutions and renewed determina- 
tions, but it also brings the time of 
year to think of certain groups of new 
officers, revitalizing the whole group. 
According to the auxiliary constitu- 
tion, the nominating committee is 
appointed by the president and 
approved by the executive board not 
later than this January executive board 
meeting. (Article II, Sec. III, By-Laws) 

The members of this nominating 
committee assume a sacred trust when 
they accept their appointment and 
should have the earnest prayers, not 
only of their co-workers on the execu- 
tive board, but of the entire auxiliary. 
The service of this nominating com- 
mittee should be one of the prayer 
objectives for the month of January. 
(See new “Auxiliary Glass House” 
article on the “Nominating Commit- 
tee” in the January 11 issue of The 
Christian Observer.) 

January brings us to our season of 
study for Foreign Missions. The execu- 
tive board will be eager to hear the 
plans of the Secretary of Foreign 
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Our Church Program for January 


Presbyterian Foundation Day 
Foreign Mission Study Season 
Foreign Mission Day in the Sunday School 
Week of Prayer and Self-Denial for Foreign Missions....... January 29 - February 5 


January 1 
January 1 - February 5 
January 29 


Missions for the promotion of the 
season and further promotion of the 
book Star In the East by Dr. Darby 
Fulton. If your church is having a 
School of Missions, this should be dis- 
cussed at the board meeting and plans 
furthered for the women’s coéperation 
in this. It is the plan for all groups in 
the church to participate, and the 
women should lend their hearty sup- 
port to the plan. Many churches center 
all sessions of the school in one week, 
meeting each evening Monday through 
Friday. However, it is suggested this 
year that wherever possible, the 
school shall be held through four or 
five consecutive Wednesday evenings 
at the hour of the mid-week service, 
closing before the Week of Prayer and 
Self-Denial. Whatever plan you may 
employ, the executive board will hel 
guard against making the School of 
Missions in any way a substitute for 
meetings for real prayer and inter- 
cession. 

This January executive board meet- 
ing provides a most inspirational back- 
ground for the “last minute” picking 
up of loose ends and preparation for 
the bringing the auxiliary year’s work 


to a triumphant close “for His glory.” 


JANUARY CIRCLE ROUND 
TABLE 


Topic: “The Foreign Missionary.” 


Read in this issue of the Survey the 
article, “The Foreign Missionary,” by 
Dr. Egbert Smith, and go to your 
January circle meeting prepared to 
have a part in the discussion of the 
topic. If you are to lead the discussion 
and have not read Glorious Living you 
will want to read it before the meet- 
ing. The price is 75 cents paper, and 
can be secured from the Committee on 
Woman’s Work. We suggest that any 
one who has not read the book do so 
at this time, for it will give you a 
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wonderful insight into the life and 
work of our missionaries. Then there 
is the book, The Foreign Missionary, 
by Brown, which is a more technical 
study of the foreign missionary but 
which is most revealing. No one can 
read it without having his eyes opened 
regarding the high standard required 
of these “sent ones.” This book is 
$2.00 and should be ordered from the 
Presbyterian Committee of Publica- 
tion, Box 1176, Richmond, Virginia. 

Helps for leading the January Circle 
Round Table discussion were sent in 
early December to all subscribers to 
circle program literature. Others may 
secure them for 10 cents from the 
Committee on Woman’s Work, 
Atlanta. 


JANUARY AUXILIARY 
INSPIRATIONAL MEETING 


Topic: “Christ and the World 
Today.” 


Every woman of the church is asked 
to make a special effort to attend this 
important January meeting. You who 
are to lead this program will find 
much valuable material on the subject 
in that little 30 cent book by Doughty, 
entitled Christ and the World Today. 


Order from the Presbyterian Com- 
mittee of Publication, Richmond, Va. 
This special foreign mission pro- 
gram is unusually good, and the best 
efforts of program leaders should be 
given to its presentation. The program 
complete has been prepared for the 
Committee on Woman’s Work by 
Miss Margaret Wilson of our Foreign 
Mission Committee’s educational de- 
partment. A copy has been sent to all 
subscribers to the year book, and will 
be sent to local presidents and foreign- 
mission secretaries. The program calls 
for only three women to have a part. 
A very lovely worship service is in- 
cluded as a part of the program. 


SOME IMPORTANT FACTS 
ABOUT “DAY BY DAY” 


The women of the Church are asked 
to keep in mind the following im- 
portant facts about “Day by Day,” and 
lend their whole-hearted support to its 
distribution and use. 


1. It is our new official Church Cal- 
endar of Prayer, including not only 
the petitions for daily intercession 
for our work in Home and Foreign 
fields, but also material to guide 
personal and family worship in the 
home. 


2. As we help to increase the circula- 
tion and use of this booklet, we are 
helping to enlarge the number of 
families having worship in the 
home, and sharing through prayer 
in the whole work of the Kingdom. 
This will help to bind us together 
as a Presbyterian family serving 
Christ around the world. 

3. The pastors and sessions of each 
church are asked to sponsor the 
distribution of “Day by Day” in 
their churches, but the women are 
asked to give their full codperation 
in every way. Through talking 
about the new booklet in the home, 
in the Sunday school, in circle and 
auxiliary meetings, they can do 
much to influence others and enlist 
their interest in this devotional 
quarterly. 


4. It is to be issued quarterly—January 


1, April 1, July 1, October 1, each 
issue containing material for three 
months. The price is 7¢ per copy 
or 28¢ per year, if five or more are 
sent to one address; 4o¢ a year for 
single subscriptions, which are 
taken only on a yearly basis. 

5. Copies must be ordered from Pres- 
byterian Committee of Publication, 
Richmond, Va. 
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January Prayer Petitions 


Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for thy possession.—Psa. 2:8. 


Let us include in our praying this month the following petitions: 

That during our Foreign Mission Season the book, Star in the East, may be widely read and that 
its challenging message may bear rich fruit for the foreign-mission enterprise of our Church. 

That the Foreign Mission Season may be observed in such a way that the members of all age 
groups in our Church may become conscious of the great responsibility which is ours of giving the 
gospel to more than 36,000,000 souls in our six foreign-mission fields. 

That the Week of Prayer, January 29 - February 5, may be carefully planned for and observed 
throughout the Church, and that there may be such a spirit of self-denial on the part of us all that 
the work may be extended into yet other needy areas in foreign lands, where souls are without 


That the new official Church calendar of prayer, Day by Day, may be used in the larger number 
of the homes of our Church, and may prove a means of enriching individual Christian lives, of unify- 
ing and sweetening the home life, and of strengthening the Church and her work at home and abroad. 

That every Christian, upon entering the New Year, may seek to live closer to Christ and to bring 
all of life into line with His will. 
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Master's solution.—It is the cry of EF Missions to the Church 


WEEK OF PRAYER AND SELF-DENIAL 
for FOREIGN MISSIONS 
January 29 - February 5 


THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Box 330 


Nashville, Tennessee 























